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AN ANALYSIS OF STUDENTS’ DIFFICULTIES IN READING
COMPREHENSION AT SMPN 1 LAWANG

ABSTRACT

Reading comprehension is a fundamental basic skill in English language
learning, alongside writing, speaking and listening skills. In Indonesia, learning
English as a foreign language often results in students not receiving sufficient
instruction in reading comprehensnon “This beeomes problemanc as students face
various challenges in leammg

This research aims® ‘fo identify the various dxfﬁcultles students experience in
reading comprehension. Not only that, the factors cansmg student difficulties need
to be discovered through-this research.

A mixed-method appmach incorporating beth quanmatlve and qualitative
techniques; was used in this study, with quesnomial and interviews 'serving as
data_collection - tools, / Simple random sampling was: ised in this research to
determine the fesearch ‘sample. 37 students from an elghthﬁgmde class at SMPN 1
Lawang were selected as samples in this study.’

- From the research tesults, it was found that sevéral dlﬁéwlues expenenced
by students included difficulties related to vocabulary,dlfhcultles in understandmg
reading text, and also difficulties related to generic structure and grammar. Students
also face difficulties ift’concentrating and predicting senterices that will appear in
the text while reading. Additionally, it was found that students' lack of monvanon
to read, lack of interest in readmg texts, also teachers' unc]earexplanatwns were
significant internal and-“external factors contributing “to these ' difficulties. In
conclusion, there are several dnﬂ.’iculhes and causal factors faced by eighth-grade
students'at SMPN 1 Lawang in reading comprehension. .-

Key wo rds: Reading compr:éhenstvn, Reading &ﬁchbies, Vocabular_y
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