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ANALYZING VERBAL BULLYING EXPERIENCED BY PT BARNUM’S
CIRCUS MEMBERS PORTRAYED IN “THE GREATEST SHOWMAN”
MOVIE DIRECTED BY MICHAEL GRACEY

ABSTRACT

Verbal bullying, characterized by individuals employing language such as insults,
mockery, or threats to intentionally cause psychological harm or intimidate others, is a
common problem portrayed in "The Greatest Showman," directed by Michael Gracey,
which illustrates the experiences of PT Barnum's circus members. This research intends
to analyze the factors that portray verbal bullying in the movie, the types of verbal
bullying, and their effects on the characters. The research employed qualitative methods
to examine verbal bullying in movies. Data from character dialogue and behavior were
analyzed, leading to findings derived from a thorough examination of collected data,
including factors that portray verbal bullying, its types, and its effects on performant.
After analyzing the verbal bullying experienced by circus members portrayed in “The
Greatest Showman™ movie. the researcher identified scveral factors that can portray
verbal bullying. These factors include hostility. a sense of lack of confidence, attention-
seeking behavior, a feeling of resentment, and the negative influence of the media. Then,
for the types of verbal bullying, include dubbing, mocking, and insulting. Meanwhile, in
examining the effect of verbal bullying on P.T. Barnum's circus members, there are both
positive and negative effects. The negative effects include low self-esteem. anxiety, and
anger. while the positive effect is being more motivated to be successful.
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VALIDATION SHEET

A.

C.

D

Identity

Name : Eka Winanti Setyaning Tyas

NIM 202010100311120

Title : Analyzing Verbal Bullying Experienced by PT. Barnum’s Circus

Members Portrayed In “The Greatest Showman” Movie Directed by
Michael Gracey
Introduction
This validation sheet evaluates the study on the portrayal of the verbal bullying in the
movie "The Greatest Showman." The researcher expresses gratitude to the lectures for

their willingness to serve as validators and complete this validation sheet.

Instruction
1. The researcher requests the lecturer's willingness to mark the checklist () in the
assessment column that aligns with your evaluation.
2. The researcher requests the lecturer's willingness to offer feedback and

suggestions in the designated column.

. Evaluation

Factors contributing to verbal bullying

Hostility, hostility and anger between regular friends led to bullying behavior.

A sense of lack of confidence and attention-seeking, someone who lacks confidence may
seek attention, and one way they do that is-by bullying. When they bully others, it gives
them a sense of satisfaction, and makes them feel stronger, and more in control.

A feeling of resentment, when someone has been hurt or mistreated, they often hold onto a

grudge and may try to make others feel the same way by resorting to bullying.

The negative influence of the media, the media can have a harmful impact, especially when

it shows a lot of violent scenes on TV and the internet

Xii



Factors that portray verbal bullying

Factors Expert Assessment
The contributing ) Not
No. Analysis
words to  verbal Relevant | relevant
bullying
When  someone says mean or
insulting things like "What are you
looking at, flop-doodle?"”, it creates
What _are a hostile environment. "Hostile
you % means unfriendly or aggressive. So, | relevant
this kind of talk contributes to
at, flop-
doodle?” making the atmosphere unfriendly
or aggressive, and that's why it's
considered a part of verbal bullying
under the category of hostility.
2. The statement ""We don't want you
in our city! Go home, you freak!
freaks!"", is discussing an incident
related  to wverbal bullying. It
suggests that the bullying happens
We don't :
because = some people in the
want - you i ) )
) community have physical or unique
in our i ) )
) talents, like those seen in a circus.
cityl  Go N ] LS
H Hostility However, instead of appreciating | relevant
ome,
their uniqueness, the community
you . .
sees it as something strange or
freak! - ]
abnormal, ‘leading to negative
freaks! ) ) -
feelings like hatred and hostility
towards  these - individuals. In
simpler terms, the sentence is
pointing out that verbal bullying
occurs when people are mistreated




Factors that portray verbal bullying

for being different, even if they have
special talents.

3. | “All that P.T. Barnum achieved success by
fortune, partnering with the famous singer
and still Jenny Lind, also known as the
just  the "Swedish Nightingale." At a success
tailor party, Mr. Hallet, Charity Barnum's
boy.” father, praised P.T.  Barnum.

a sense of | However, Mrs. Hallet questioned if

lack Charity's daughters were her own

confidence grandaughter. P.T. Barnum, feeling

and humiliated by Mr. Hallet in the past, g

attention- clarified  they were Mr. Hallet's

seeking. granddaughters. Mr. Hallet, seeking
attention, belittled P.T. Barnum,
calling him "‘just the tailor boy."
This shows that verbal bullying can
come  from  someone lacking
confidence who tries to bring others
down to feel satisfied.

4. | “That's A group led by a man tried to hurt
right,  fat Lettie Lutz, a bearded woman, and
boy! You the Lord of Leeds, a fat man,
gonna stepped in  to protect her.
protect Unfortunately, they were attacked
that feelings  of | and insulted by the group, and said
bearded resentment "That's right, fat boy! You gonna relevary
lady?” protect that bearded lady?", calling

them "freaks." P.T. Barnum tried to
stop the bullying, and eventually,
the group left, shouting insults. The
situation depicts verbal bullying




Factors that portray verbal bullying

directed at Lettie Lutz, a circus
member in P.T. Barnum's show. She
faced mistreatment from a group of
people who disapproved of her
presence, believing her appearance,
with a beard on her face, to be
abnormal. This led to a feeling of
resentment from the group. towards
Lettie.

The statement **Shame of the city.
The protests cement Mr. Barnum’s
reputation as a purveyor of the

offensive and indecent" is included

;‘hShame_tof in the factors contributing to the
e Ciy. 11 .
The negative influence of the media
protests because it highlights how media, in
cement \ ’
M. : this case, a newspaper article, can
B the negative \ 1 Okay
arnurm _ shape  public perception and | _
reputation | influence of > . . this s
as a . contribute to a negative reputation.
the media relevant
p;JrveyotL The statement suggests  that the
0 e
offensive media portrayal, - labeling Mr.
and Barnum's circus  as offensive and
indecent.”

indecent, contributes to a negative
public image, aligning ~with the
concept that media can have a
harmful by

impact influencing

public opinion.

Types of Verbal Bullying

e Dubbing: In this kind of verbal bullying, the bully gives the person a mean name or

nickname. They do it to make the person feel embarrassed or ashamed.



e Insulting means using offensive language or comments to criticize someone's character,

appearance, or abilities, with the aim of causing harm or distress.

e Mocking includes making fun of someone or something in a harsh or scornful manner,

typically by imitating or mimicking in a way meant to belittle or ridicule.

Verbal Experts Assessment
No. | Words Bullying | Analysis Not-
Types y Relevant Relevant
The term "Flop-doodle™ is included in
the category of Dubbing because, in
verbal bullying, dubbing involves
giving a person a mean name of
“Floft ; nickname to embarras_s or shame th_em.
1. . Dubbing | In the context of the given explanation, | v
doodle .. "

Flop-doodle Serves as a
manifestation of this verbal bullying
type, where Charles uses a nickname
directed at Barnum with the intention
to embarrass or shame him.

The expression "Freak" and "That’s
right, you freak" is included in the
category of Mocking because mocking
involves making fun of someone or
“Freak” something - in - a harsh . or scornful
“That’s . manner, ~often through "imitating or
2 right, you lMpcking mimicking to belittle (?r ridicule. I% the | ¥
freak” given context, the individuals are using
the term "freak” to mock and belittle
members of Barnum's circus, aligning
with the characteristics of mocking
behavior in verbal bullying.
The phrases "Boycott Barnum," "Why
were they born," and "Disgrace to the
city" are included in the category of
“Boycott Mocking because mocking involves
Barnum” making fun of someone or something
3 “Why were Insulting in a harsh or scornful manner. In-this ¥
' they born” context, these expressions-are scornful
“Disgrace and critical, intended to belittle and
to the city” ridicule = Barnum's - circus and its
members. The use of these phrases
aligns - with the characteristics of
mocking behavior in verbal bullying.
“You're The statement "You're even smaller
4. | even Insulting | than | imagined" is considered | v
smaller insulting because insulting involves




behavior in verbal bullying.

Verbal Experts Assessment
No. | Words Bullying | Analysis Not-
Types Relevant Relevant
than I using offensive language or comments
imagined” to criticize someone's character,
appearance, or abilities with the aim of
causing harm or distress. In this
instance, the Queen's comment directly
targets Charles Stratton's physical
attributes, making remarks about his
size, which falls within the definition
of insulting behavior in verbal
bullying.
N The statement "Philip, have you no
‘Philip, . :
h shame, associating yourself with
ave you , 2 / .
Barnum'’s business is one thing, but
no shame, . . g
P parading around with the help?" is
association . . . 4
of(rsalf 90n3|dered _ msultlr_]g. Insulting
zvith involves using offensive language or
comments to criticize someone's
Barnum . o :
5. Msi .| Insulting | character, appearance, or abilities with | v
usiness s . X A
/ the aim of causing harm or distress. In
one thing \ b, : .
but th|s case, Philip's father is expressing
L radih disapproval and. derogatory remarks
groun dg about. Anne Wheeler,  targeting her
. appearance and social status, which
with = the . 2 ;. B, - .
help?” aligns with the definition of insulting

The Effects of Verbal Bullying on Barnum’s Circus Performers

1. Low self-esteem can make someone feel less important or not as good.
2. Anxiety causes excessive worry and a sense of incapacity to engage in new things.
3. Anger is expressed through showing angry expressions
The Experts Assessment
No. | Words Effects Analysis Relevant Not-
Relevant
The statement "You are even
smaller than I  imagined"
contributes to the effect of verbal
wyou e o bullying in terms of low self-
esteem. Low self-esteem
1. | smaller than || self- - - ) v
N involves feelings of inadequacy
imagined esteem 4 .
or a lack of confidence in oneself.
When someone is targeted with
comments about their physical
appearance, such as being




No.

Words

The
Effects

Analysis

Experts Assessment

Relevant

Not-
Relevant

smaller than expected, it can
negatively impact their self-
esteem. In this case, the comment
is directed at Charles Stratton's
physical attributes, and it implies
a judgment about his size,
potentially making him feel less
important or not as good, aligning
with the definition of low self-
esteem.

"Philip, have you
no shame,
associating
yourself
Barnum's
business is one
thing, but
parading around
with the help,"

with

low
self-
esteem

In this situation, Philip's father's
disapproval of Philip's closeness
to Anne Wheeler, along with
derogatory comments - about
associating ~ with  Barnum's
business, significantly impacted
Anne Wheeler's self-esteem. This
led to her choosing to leave them,
as evidenced by  her sad
expression.

"Freaks, that's
right, you freak"

anxiety

The hurtful comments such as
"Freaks, that's right, you freak"
contributed to the effect of verbal
bullying in_causing anxiety for
Walter and  Lettie. -~ These
comments  made them feel
different  and unaccepted,
triggering  signs - of anxiety.
Walter and Lettie displayed their
anxiety through Lettie crying and
trying to escape, expressing
concern about potential further
attacks. Verbal bullying,
characterized by  constant
mockery  and  name-calling,
intensified their fear and worry,
creating an unfriendly
atmosphere.

"Flop-doodle"

anger

The —use —of  "Flop-doodle"
contributed to the effect of verbal
bullying, specifically causing
anger .in. P.T.--Barnum. In-the
encounter between P.T. Barnum
and Charles, where Charles used
the term "flop-doodle,” it was
perceived as an insult by P.T.
Barnum. This had a clear impact,




The

No. | Words Effects

Experts Assessment

Analysis

Not-

Relevant Relevant

triggering anger in P.T. Barnum,
as evidenced by his facial
expression. While P.T. Barnum
did not verbally respond, his
silent reaction conveyed his
anger due to Charles's words.

“Boycott
Barnum™

“Why were they
born”

“Disgrace 10 the

.99

city

anger

"Boycott Barnum,” "Why were
they born," and "Disgrace to the
city" are part of the verbal
bullying directed at P.T. Barnum,
it means that these statements are
intended to provoke anger in him.
The anger is experienced by P.T.
Barnum due to the negative
opinions and protests-expressed
by the local community about his
circus. In this context, the local
community's  disapproval and
verbal attacks contribute to P.T.
Barnum's  feelings of anger.
Therefore, these phrases are
included in the category of verbal
bullying that triggers anger in
P.T. Barnum.

General comments and suggestions

Malang, March 2th 2024
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VALIDATION SHEET

Identity

Name : Eka Winanti Setyaning Tyas

NIM 202010100311120

Title : Analyzing Verbal Bullying Experienced by PT. Barnum’s Circus
Members Portrayed In “The Greatest Showman” Movie Directed by
Michael Gracey

Introduction

This validation sheet evaluates the study on the portrayal of the verbal bullying in the
movie "The Greatest Showman." The researcher expresses gratitude to the lectures for

their willingness to serve as validators and complete this validation sheet.

Instruction
1. Theresearcher requests the lecturer's willingness to mark the checklist (V) in the
assessment column that aligns with your evaluation.
2. The researcher requests the lecturer's willingness to offer feedback and

suggestions in the designated column.

Evaluation

Factors contributing to verbal bullying

Hostility, hostility and anger between regular friends led to bullying behavior.

A sense of lack of confidence and attention-seeking, someone who lacks confidence may
seek attention, and one way they do that is by bullying. When they bully others, it gives
them a sense of satisfaction, and makes them feel stronger, and more in control.

A feeling of resentment, when someone has been hurt or mistreated, they often hold onto a
grudge and may try to-make others feel the same way by resorting to bullying.

The negative influence of the media, the media can have a harmful impact, especially when

it shows a lot of violent scenes on TV and the internet.



Factors that portray verbal bullying

their uniqueness, the community
sees it as something strange or
abnormal,

feelings - like hatred and hostility

leading to  negative

towards these —individuals. In

simpler terms, the sentence is
pointing out that verbal bullying

occurs when people are mistreated

Factors Expert Assessment
No. The contributing Analysis Not
words to  verbal Relevant | relevant
bullying
When someone says mean or | X
insulting things like "What are you
looking at, flop-doodle?",. it creates
What are a hostile environment. "Hostile"
you - means unfriendly or aggressive. So,
- | looking Figstty this kind of talk contributes to
at, flop-
doodle?” making the atmosphere unfriendly
or aggressive, and that's why it's
considered a part of verbal bullying
under the category of hostility.
2. | We don't The statement **We don’t want you | X
want you in our city! Go home, you freak!
in our freaks!"", is discussing an incident
city!  Go related to  verbal bullying. It
home, you suggests that the bullying happens
freak! because some people in the
freaks! community have physical or unique
talents, like those seen in a circus.
Hostility However, instead of appreciating




for being different, even if they have

special talents.

“All  that P.T. Barnum achieved success by
fortune, partnering with the famous singer
and still Jenny Lind, also known as the
just  the "Swedish Nightingale." At a success
tailor party, Mr. Hallet, Charity Barnum's
boy.” father, praised ~ P.T. Barnum.
a sense of | However, Mrs. Hallet questioned if
lack Charity's daughters were her own
confidence grandaughter. P.T. Barnum, feeling
and humiliated by Mr. Hallet in the past,
attention- clarified they were Mr. Hallet's
seeking. granddaughters. Mr. Hallet, seeking
attention, belittled P.T. Barnum,
calling him "just the tailor boy."
This shows that verbal bullying can
come  from ~ someone  lacking
confidence who tries to bring others

down to feel satisfied.
“That's A group led by a man tried to hurt
right, fat Lettie Lutz, a bearded woman, and
boy!  You the Lord of Leeds, a fat man,
gonna stepped in to  protect  her.
protect Unfortunately, they were attacked
that : and insulted by the group, and said
bearded Teelngesi "That's right, fat-boy! You gonna
lady?” resenime protect that bearded lady?", calling

them "freaks." P.T. Barnum tried to
stop the bullying, and eventually,
the group left, shouting insults. The
situation depicts verbal bullying

directed at Lettie Lutz, a circus




member in P.T. Barnum's show. She
faced mistreatment from a group of
people who disapproved of her
presence, believing her appearance,
with a beard on her face, to be
abnormal. This led to a feeling of
resentment from the group towards
Lettie

“Shame of The statement "Shame of the city.
Epﬁe city. The protests cement Mr. Barnum's
protests reputation as a purveyor of the
cement . . S &

M. offensive and indecent" is included
Barnum in the factors contributing to the
;esputatlor; negative influence of the media
purveyor because it highlights how media, in
of the : .

fronsi ) this case, a newspaper article, can
OfIeNSIVE | the negative 3 _

and ] shape public —perception and

the media

contribute to a negative reputation.
The statement suggests that the
media  portrayal, labeling. . Mr.
Barnum's circus as offensive and
indecent, contributes to a negative
public -image, aligning with the
concept that media can have a
harmful

impact by influencing

public opinion.

Types of Verbal Bullying

3. Dubbing:In this kind of verbal bullying, the bully gives the person a mean name or
nickname. They do it to make the person feel embarrassed or ashamed.
4, Insulting means using offensive language or comments to criticize someone's character,

appearance, or abilities, with the aim of causing harm or distress.



5. Mocking includes making fun of someone or something in a harsh or scornful manner,
typically by imitating or mimicking in a way meant to belittle or ridicule.
Verbal Experts Assessment
No. | Words Bullying | Analysis Not-
Types Relevant | oojevant
The term "Flop-doodle” is included in | X
the category of Dubbing because, in
verbal - bullying, dubbing involves
giving a person a mean name or
“Flop- nickname to embarrass or shame them.
1 o Dubbing | In the context of the given explanation,
doodle " "

Flop-doodle serves as a
manifestation of this verbal bullying
type, where Charles uses a nickname
directed at Barnum with the intention
to embarrass or shame him.

The expression "Freak" and "That’s | X
right, you freak" is included in the
category of Mocking because mocking
involves making fun of someone or
“Freak” something in 1a harsh or scornful
2 “That’s Mocking | Manner, often through imitating or
\ right, you g mimicking to belittle or ridicule. In the
freak” given context, the individuals are using
the term "freak™ to mock and belittle
members of Barnum's circus, aligning
with the characteristics of mocking
behavior in verbal bullying.
The phrases "Boycott Barnum,” "Why | X
were they born," and "Disgrace to the
3 city" are related to the explanation of
Boycott 3 . .
Barmum” insulting. They use offensive language
p and make derogatory comments about
Why were . L. . X
3. hev born” Insulting | the individuals, suggesting a negative
ey judgment and expressing disapproval.
Disgrace - v o
) ) These phrases fall within the definition
to the city ! y . A
of insulting, as they aim to criticize and
cause harm or distress to the people
targeted.
The statement "You're even smaller | X
v X than 1 imagined" is considered
You're . . . . .
even insulting because insulting -involves
4 | smaller Insulting using o_f_fe_nswe Ianguagel or comments
to criticize someone's character,
than I i . .
L, appearance, or abilities with the aim of
imagined

causing harm or distress. In this
instance, the Queen's comment directly




Verbal Experts Assessment
No. | Words Bullying | Analysis Not-
Types g Relevant Relevant
targets Charles Stratton's physical
attributes, making remarks about his
size, which falls within the definition
of insulting behavior in verbal
bullying.
“Philip The statement_"F_’hiIip, have you no X
have ,you shame, associating yoursel'f with
no shame Barnu_m‘s business !s one thing, bL_Jt
associatior; parac_ilng aroun_d WI1_:h the help?"_ IS
yourself p0n3|dered _ |nsult|r)g. Insulting
with involves using offe_n_5|_ve language or
Barnum _ comments to criticize §9meong's
5. busiaf@orte Insulting charqcter, appearance, or abll_ltles with
one - thing th(_e aim of causing harm or dlstress._ In
but th_ls case, Philip's father is expressing
parading disapproval and derogatory _remarks
ar U about Anne Wheelf_er, targeting _her
with . the appearance and so_mgl_ status_, Wh!Ch
help?” aligns with the definition of insulting

behavior in verbal bullying.

The Effects of Verbal Bullying on Barnum’s Circus Performers

4.
5.
6.

Low self-esteem can make someone feel less important or not as good.

Anxiety causes excessive worry and a sense of incapacity to engage in new things.

Anger is expressed through showing angry expressions

No.

Words

The
Effects

Analysis

Experts Assessment

Relevant

Not-
Relevant

"You are even
than |

smaller
imagined”

low
self-
esteem

The statement "You are even
smaller than | - imagined"
contributes to the effect of verbal
bullying in terms of low self-
esteem. Low self-esteem
involves feelings of inadequacy
or a lack of confidence in oneself.
When someone is targeted with
comments about their physical
appearance, such-as being
smaller than expected, it can
negatively impact their self-
esteem. In this case, the comment
is directed at Charles Stratton's
physical attributes, and it implies

X




a judgment about his size,
potentially making him feel less
important or not as good, aligning
with the definition of low self-
esteem.

"Philip, have you
no shame,
associating
yourself
Barnum's
business is one
thing, but
parading around
with the help,"

with

low
self-
esteem

In this situation, Philip's father's
disapproval of Philip's closeness
to Anne Wheeler, along with
derogatory comments about
associating ~ with  Barnum's
business, significantly impacted
Anne Wheeler's self-esteem. This
led to her choosing to leave them,
as evidenced by her sad
expression.

"Freaks, ' that's
right, you freak"

anxiety

The hurtful comments such as
“Freaks, that's right, you freak"
contributed to the effect of verbal
bullying in causing anxiety for
Walter = and Lettie. These
comments made them feel
different  and unaccepted,
triggering  signs- of anxiety.
Walter and Lettie displayed their
anxiety through Lettie crying and
trying to  escape, —expressing
concern about potential further
attacks. Verbal bullying,
characterized by = constant
mockery and name-calling,
intensified their fear and worry,
creating an unfriendly
atmosphere.

"Flop-doodle*

anger

The use of "Flop-doodle"
contributed to the effect of verbal
bullying, specifically causing
anger in P.T.-Barnum. In the
encounter between P.T. Barnum
and Charles, where Charles used
the term "flop-doodle,”" it was
perceived as an insult by P.T.
Barnum. This had a clear impact,
triggering anger in P.T. Barnum,
as evidenced by his facial
expression..While P.T. Barnum
did not verbally respond, his
silent reaction conveyed his
anger due to Charles's words.

“Boycott
Barnum”™

anger

"Boycott Barnum,” "Why were
they born,” and "Disgrace to the




“Why were they
born”
“Disgrace to the

city”

city" are part of the verbal
bullying directed at P.T. Barnum,
it means that these statements are
intended to provoke anger in him.
The anger is experienced by P.T.
Barnum due to the negative
opinions and protests expressed
by the local community about his
circus. In this context, the local
community's disapproval and
verbal attacks contribute to P.T.
Barnum's feelings of anger.
Therefore, these phrases are
included in the category of verbal
bullying that triggers anger in
P.T. Barnum.

General comments and suggestions

Bullying must be fought because it makes other people feel uncomfortable and

intimidated.

Malang, March 4th
2024 Validator

= .

Dr. Sudiran,
M.Hum. NIDN:
0020056502
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