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AN ANALYSIS OF CONFLICTS FOUND IN JAMES JOYCE’S NOVEL “A

PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST AS A YOUNG MAN”

ABSTRACT

This research explores the various types of conflicts experienced by the main character,
Stephen Dedalus, in James Joyce's 4 Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man. Using a qualitative
method and an objective approach,-the study analﬁes physical,‘ s'o.cigl,. and psychological

conflicts depicted in chapters 1 to 3. The findings reveal that although ohy's’ical and social

- conflicts influence Stephcn s extemal expenences—such as pumshment, 1llness, and social

% ~ AT

i ahcnatlon—thc psychologlcal conﬂlcts dommate e 1 narratwc These mclude his strugglcs

with gullt shame, ldentlty crises, and rchglous anxxcty, whxch are pivotal to hlS dcvclopmcnt

1 q

 as an artist and mdmdual Furthcrmore, thls study hxghllghts how Joyce’ s speclﬁc dxctlon—

/ Y

- such as “beaten,” “confess,” “afrald and “madman —-plays a.crucial role in determmmg the

intensity and nature of each conﬂxct type fThe chonce of words not only conveys emotlonal

weight but also signals .whethe; a conflict is physxcal, socxal, or psychologncal_. Thls analysis

provides readers with a deeper understanding of how language;‘conflict, and character growth

- are intricately connected in Joyce’s work.
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