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A Woman’s Deconstruction to Cope Cultural Barrier in Traveling  

on Henry James’ Novel Daisy Miller 

By Sri Hartiningsih 

English Department, University of Muhammadiyah Malang, Indonesia 

 

A woman in the world faces being marginalized because of her culture. One of 

cultural barrier occurs in traveling as in globalization the human interaction 

could not be denied. Consequently a woman should overcome it. One of the 

cultural barriers in traveling is a companion that a woman must be accompanied 

by her family. This one is obstacle for a woman but also symbol of tyranny so that 

is why she struggles to deconstruct the companion in traveling. 
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I. Introduction 

Talking about woman is always interesting as she has many sides to 

discuss such as her beauty, not only physical but also personality, softness, 

patience, smartness, and her struggle of life and also vice versa. That is why 

discussing the woman never finishes. 

The woman is a creature in the world like man but in history she is treated 

unfairly as marginal person because of its culture. For example in traveling as 

globalization era it could not deny human interaction that feeds appetite to 

actually see, hear, touch, smell, taste and interact with the real thing (Ave in 

Nuryanti, 1996:2). In traveling the woman faces many things such as she should 

be accompanied by her family, her cloth, attitude, and etc. To overcome these 

cultural barriers in traveling, the woman struggles with several ways.  This thing 

is recorded by novel, a part of literature that “is vital record of what men have 

seen in life, what they have experienced in daily life, what they thought and feel   

about those aspects of it” (Hudson, 1965:100). Furthermore novel describes 

human life more detail.  

The novel, Daisy Miller (1878) written by Henry James reveals cultural 

barrier. Daisy Miller and her mother and also her younger brother travel to Europe 
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and Daisy’s attitude is the same as in America such as easy acquaintances with 

gentlemen, going to the party alone without her mother, going out with a man at 

midnight, receiving a male guest at night, dancing all night with one gentleman 

and flirting that are considered uncommon for European in Daisy Miller. 

Furthermore the novel Daisy Miller is the famous one written by Henry James and 

it has been filmed (Rex Keller:202; Cowie, 1951:678-679; Grolier, 1980:712). It 

means that this novel is the masterpiece novel and it is the work of literature 

produced in colonial countries that got independence (America) and included 

national literature that has faced imperialism up to now (Bill Ashcroft et al., 2003: 

xxii-xxiii). Daisy Miller represents from America. That is why it is interesting to 

discuss the novel feminism theory to turn over dominant and subordinate 

(Ashcroft et al, 2003: 271, 274) as the character from this novel is subordinate. 

The way to turn over that binary opposition deconstruction theory is needed.  

The novel has theme as Daisy Miller novel has conflict between European 

and American cultures (http:/www.enotes.com/short-story-criticsm/daisy-miller-

henry-james). That theme still occurs up to now so this novel could be considered 

as contemporary novel as it is up to date to discuss them although it is written in 

previous time but that novel has main character, travelling woman who faces 

unfair treatment from a culture when she travels. That woman tries to struggle the 

unfair treatment she gets but she is minority and powerless so she is marginalized 

and subordinated. This is going to be given understanding by cultural studies as it 

has shown a specific concern with subordinated groups, at first with class, and 

later with races, gender, nations, age groups (Barker, 2000:10). Those are the 

reasons why this novel is taken to discuss. 

 

II. Discussion 

One of things occurs in traveling is dealing with whom to travel. This 

means companion.  Daisy has companions; they are her mother, Mrs. Miller and 

her younger brother, Randolph. This represents the trend of nineteenth century 

traveling as “during the course of the nineteenth century the holiday unit had 
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increasingly come to be made up of such a couple plus their children (Urry, 

2002:121)”. They go to Switzerland then to Italy. 

Daisy Miller wants to castle in Switzerland with Winterbourne. As 

gentleman and just knowing in short time, he offers to Daisy Miller’s mom to 

accompany her and Daisy. It is surprised him that Mrs. Miller lets Daisy go alone 

with Winterbourne as “Daisy’s mother look at him an instant askance, and then 

walked forward in silence. Then---“I guess she (Daisy) had better go alone,” she 

said simply (Daisy Miller, p. 113-114). This statement is quite different pattern of 

maternity attitude as letting her daughter going with someone, especially the man 

that is not known well as they just meet in the short time. Commonly the mother 

will forbid her or if she gives permission to her daughter, the mother will 

accompany her. In fact it does not occur to Daisy as she is not accompanied by her 

family, only Winterbourne going to castle as “Two days afterwards he 

(Winterbourne) and went off with her (Daisy) to the Castle of Chillon” (Daisy 

Miller, p. 116). This happens as American family applies trust in their children. 

This means that from the childhood, Daisy is educated to be responsible for 

herself. Another one is maternity’s intuition leads Mrs. Miller to let Daisy go with 

Winterbourne as he is a good man. Related to feminism theory, Henry James, the 

author of this novel, deconstructs this value since previous time, a daughter “did 

not have personal liberty to claim the right to think (Trevelyan, 1961:514) 

especially to do what she wants. The author gives a role to Daisy to do the right 

thing based on her mind that as going somewhere without accompanying and 

being interfered by her mother as it happens in Italy.  Daisy prefers walks alone to 

see her Italian friend, Giovanelli than accompanied by her mother as the hostess 

suggests her. But Daisy refuses as she accustoms to do every thing by herself and 

wants to enjoy her holiday without being interfered by her mother as her mother is 

sick so she never goes out far away from the hotel and she is enough adult to be 

responsible for what she does as she is not five years child anymore.  It is 

described by the quotation below: 

“You should walk with your mother, dear,” cried the Lady from Geneva 

(the hostess or Mrs. Walker), losing patience. 
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“With my mother dear!” exclaimed the young girl. Winterbourne saw 

that she scented interference. “My mother never walked ten steps in her 

life. And then, you know,” she added with laugh, “I am more than five  

years old.” (Daisy Miller, p. 131) 

 

On the other occasion, coming to Mrs. Walker’s party, Daisy prefers going 

with Giovanelli then with her mother as her mother never goes out alone 

especially to the Italian party. This means that Daisy also thinks about her 

mother to know and come to Mrs. Walker’s evening party alone as she does not 

let her younger bother, Randolph, and their courier go with Mrs. Miller as to 

enjoy it without being bothered by her family. It is Daisy Miller who asks her 

mother, Mrs. Miller come to the party alone. It means the person who has a 

control in the family is Daisy as she orders her mother alone without her and her 

brother and her mother does it. 

Daisy Miller asks her mother comes to party alone shows that ideal 

feminism as Daisy wants to cut her mother’s protection means her mother is 

powerful to control her. By going without her mother’s companion means no 

power to control her anymore that Daisy can be free to do anything wants.   

In spite of going with her mother, Daisy goes to that party with Italian 

gentleman but they do not directly come to the host’s party as she lets him 

practice singing. She would like to show up that her companion she brings to the 

party is a nice singer. At eleven o’clock they come to the party and “He sang 

very prettily half a dozen song (Daisy Miller, p. 136)”. This means she uses her 

friend to show her power to audience that she can manage him. And by coming 

late to the party, she attracts the audience’s attention especially by bringing 

handsome man. 

After closing with Giovanelli, going around in Italy, Daisy is always 

accompanied by Giovanelly such as going to Palace of the Caesars “Giovanelli 

was at her side” (p. 145), and  to Collosseum as  “two persons were stationed 

upon the low steps which formed its base. One of these woman, seated; her 

companion was standing in front of her (Daisy Miller, p. 147)”. It describes how 
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intimate between Daisy Miller and Giovanelly is as they always go somewhere 

together. 

 Related to companion, it is the rule done in Victorian age that everywhere 

the women go, they should be accompanied by their family. It is expected that the 

women are protected from being disturbed by men and it is the women’s family 

duty to accompany them before they get married. This rule is not suitable 

anymore as everyone is busy with his or her business as “My mother never 

walked ten steps in her life. And then, you know,” she added with laugh, “I am 

more than five years old.” (Daisy Miller, p. 131). This means it is impossible for 

Daisy Miller to go with her mother as she is always sick so that she never goes far 

away from her room, and Daisy is not a child anymore so she is not necessary to 

be accompanied by her mother as she could protect by her self by asking her boy 

friend to accompany her wherever she goes. It deals with postcolonial theory that 

there is something hidden, that is Europeanization especially Britishzation as this 

rule applies in British area but it is also expected to be done out side of the border. 

If someone does something that is not suitable with the norm in Victorian age, she 

will be mocked, isolated and considered “common people” as Winterbourne will 

introduce his girl friend to his aunt, Mrs. Costello but she refuses her as Daisy 

Miller does not do as European people do. One of them is she goes everywhere 

without her family. 

“She’s (Daisy) always going round at night” (p. 150) and Giovanelli …for 

taking Daisy around at night” (Daisy Miller, p.150-151). It means that Daisy is 

not accompanied by her mother in travelling in Italy. It can be concluded that 

Daisy Miller in travelling is always accompanied by her boy friend. It shows she 

makes romance in travelling with the native man. It is not surprising as “American 

flirt make a rendezvous with presumably low-lived foreigner. The rendezvous in 

this case, indeed had been in broad daylight and in the most crowded corner of 

Rome (Daisy Miller, p.129-130)”. This shows that it is common for the tourists in 

Italy tend to make love affair with hosts.      

The trend of young American women making romance with young 

indigenous is going on. It is proved by Meisch’s research (1995: 441-461) 
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Gringas and Otavalenos: Changing Tourist Relations in Otavalo, Ecuador is the 

site of one of the most famous tourism destinations in South America. It shows 

that tourists from around the world, especially from United States flock to Otavalo 

for Saturday fair. “Usually young foreign women, engage in one or two night 

stands with young indigenous men, or stay and have longer relationship (p. 442).” 

Furthermore Meisch (1995:443) describes below:  

“The young women are often looking for romance, an authentic experience 

or connection to indigenous culture, and sometimes a husband, while the 

young men are looking for sex and occasionally for someone to exploit 

financially, especially when they are travelling abroad. In other cases, 

however, both men and women seem to be interested in merely a brief 

sexual encounter and both part amicably after short time.”  

 

The quotation above describes that young women seek romance with the 

native men. On the other side, the native men look for the foreign women for sex 

but the men use them to get the money. Commonly their relationship is not long 

time as after getting what they want, they will separate in short time. 

Related to feminism theory, a young American woman like Daisy Miller 

making romance tourism with indigenous man, Italian, is looking experience and 

also identity as Pruitt and LaFont (1995:423) in their research For Love and 

Money: Romance Tourism in Jamaica notice that with economic power, many 

Euro-American women seek identity beyond the confines of traditional gender 

script offered by their cultures. It means free from their own society’s constraints, 

female tourists have opportunity to explore new gender behaviour. It is called 

liberal feminism as “within the liberal democracies of the West, is held to be 

achievable within the broad structures of existing legal and economic framework” 

(Mackinnon, 1987, 1991; Baker, 2005:32). This means by using economy 

especially money, Daisy uses it to be equal with the Italian man, moreover she 

exploits him to accompany her wherever and whenever she likes in Italy.  

This type of tourist is called romance tourism as long term relationship and 

emotion involved whereas sex tourism serves perpetuate gender roles and 

reinforce power of female dominance and female subordination, romance tourism 

in Jamaica provides an arena for change (Pruitt and LaFont, 1995: 423). It means 
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the female tourists control and manage the partners, local man as they are 

unsatisfied with relationships or lack of at home, some women travel with the 

hope finding their ideal mates and staying in Jamaica or returning home with 

partners. These women often express a frustration to the men from their own 

cultures as inattentive, preoccupied with career, unemotional, or confused about 

their roles. Consequently these women are able to explore dominant roles in 

relationship with local men. With economic and status the women enjoy, provide 

them a security and independence that translate into power and control in the 

relationship as keeping a man dependent to them (Pruitt, 1993) while Urry 

(1996:121) calls ‘fun holiday as looking for other sex partner for fun’.  

It is what happens to Daisy Miller. Daisy picks up Giovanelli, local man in 

Italy, brings him to a party and has sight seeing in Italy for romance tourism. This 

implies that Henry James makes deconstruction that it is the woman who controls 

and manages the man. It implies that to get freedom and power, a woman could 

get them by moving to another place as she can use her potentiality to explore it.  

 

III. Conclusion 

A woman faces marginalized may occur every where. She has different 

way to cope it. One of them is by solving a companion in traveling. It is done by 

deconstruction that a woman must not be accompanied by her family.    

The woman’s struggle to solve unfair treatment based on its culture can be 

done out side of her environment as she can make her free from her culture.  
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