
 

1 
 
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter provides research background, research problem, research 

objective, scope and limitation, research significance, and definition of key terms.  

1.1 Research Background  

 Language is a tool to communicate between humans, so it is very important 

for every individual to learn language. English is one of the languages  used by 

many people in many countries as a foreign language or as a second language. In 

Indonesia, English as a foreign language has been taught throughout the school to 

students from the early stage such as playgroups to senior high schools and 

university. 

 Interest is feeling want to learn something deeply. Interest on something 

means that we care about it, and it is important for us so that we have positive 

feelings towards it (Harackiewicz & Hulleman, 2010). External factors can develop 

student interest in something like material provided by teacher, and the teacher 

strategy for teaching. Interest is something important in learning languages. If not, 

students will not understand in learning languages. 

 Interest in student learning is influenced by several factors, among others: 

the internal and external factors. The internal factor comes from the learners 

themselves, for examples: tired, lazy or they do not feel well. While external factor 

is from outside the learners themselves, for examples: The learning activity is  

boring, lack of learning resources such as books or other learning media. 

 There are two factors that influence students’ learning English, they are 

internal and external (Slameto, 2013). Internal factors are divided into three aspects 

namely physical, exhausted and psychological. External factors are also divided 

into three aspects. They are family, school and society. Moreover, that motivation 

is a factor that influences the high or low of the goal (Brown, 2001). It means that 

motivation deals with encouragement and willingness of the act that cause someone 

to act directly toward the specific goals to be achieved. It shows that the importance 

of motivation in learning English cannot be separated.  
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 In the aspect of society for example in a job, English skills are also very 

necessary to be accepted in various fields of work. Therefore, it is necessary to 

inculcate strong motivation so that students can be enthusiastic in learning English.  

 Tourism is the driver of job growth and economic prosperity. To increase 

people welfare, tourism development needs to be continued and improved through 

expansion, utilization of resources and potential national tourism, so it is expected 

to be able to encourage and drive economic sector (Heriawan, 2002).  

One of the tourism sector formed through trade, hotels and restaurant 

sectors, significantly has great contribution to foreign exchange earnings. Trade, 

hotel and restaurants sector can reduce poverty level and unemployement which is 

a big problem and very difficult to solve in Indonesia. The development of the trade, 

hotel and restaurant sector causes the opening of the field work from upstream to 

downsream. 

The tourism sector as one of the economic drivers has become a manstay 

development potential and priorities for several countries, especially for developing 

country like Indonesia which has the potential of a vast area with extraodinary 

attraction, the amount of natural beauty, cultural diversity, and community life 

(ethnicity). Tourism in Indonesia is one of an economic support that has good 

prospects. 

 In tourism destinations such as Mount Bromo, English skills is very 

necessary in various of jobs such as tour guides, hotel receptionists, restaurant 

waiters or other service providers.  Among them the skills that are most often 

needed in various tourism sectors are speaking and listening because they are very 

important for the local workers to communicate with foreign tourist. Skills in 

communication becomes the main capital to do development and improvement in 

terms of tourism (Santri, 2009).  

 This research used IX  Grade students in Junior High School 4 Wonomerto 

Probolinggo as samples because in 2018, 15 of 26 IX grade students in this school 

did not continue their education to a higher levels and 2 of 31 students in Grade 

VIII chose to drop out of school due to economic reasons (Data Dapodik SMP 

Negeri 4 Wonomerto, 2018 - 2019). From its geographical location, this school is 

also located below the foot of Mount Bromo, exactly 41 kilometers from Mount 
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Bromo and in this school area is a route that many foreign and local tourists pass 

because the route and the field are easier than others. In this school area, you can 

also find a lot of travel agents offering tourist trips to Mount Bromo, the majority 

of which are foreign tourist.  

 This research is very interesting to know as an educator especially those 

who serve in schools around the tourism area to provide basic English in everyday 

life and foster motivation for students to learn English.  

1.2 Research Problem 

Based on the background of study above, the researcher formulated the problem 

of this research in the following question: 

Does students’ interest in learning English correlate with job opportinities in the 

tourism area of Mount Bromo?   

1.3 Research Purpose and Hypothesis 

 This research has a purpose to analyze the correlation students’ interest in 

learning English with job opportinities in the tourism area of Mount Bromo. 

Hypothesis is propotion that states prediction of particular relationship between two 

or more variables (Baily, Kenneth D, 1978). There are two hypothesis for this 

research;  

1. H1: there is significant correlation between students’ interest in learning English 

with job opportinities in the tourism area of Mount Bromo. 

2. H0: there is no significant correlation between students’ interest in learning 

English with job opportinities in the tourism area of Mount Bromo. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

 Based on research problem, the researcher limited the problems mentioned in 

this research in order to achieve of the goal of the research. The researcher only 

focused on the results of the correlation between students’ interest in learning 

English and job opportunities in tourism area of Mount Bromo.  
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1.5 Research Significance 

 The results of this study are expected to be beneficial for these following 

people;  

1. For teacher, the result of this study can give some information about the 

correlation between students’ interest in learning English with job opportunities 

in tourism areas. 

2.  For students, this research is expected to foster students’ interest in learning 

English so they can reach their expectation later on. 

3. For the readers, this research can add insight into the world of education that 

directly affects daily life and can be a reference for further research. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

 This study explains three terms to clarify the research. In order to avoid 

misunderstanding the study, the following terms must be defined: 

1. Students’ Interest 

Student interest is the most important thing in learning activities. Interest is a 

desire or can be interpreted as the willingness of students to learn. The effective 

teaching and learning conditions are students’ interest and concerns in learning 

(Usman, 2001).  

2. Job Opportunities 

Job opportunities are situations that illustrate the availability of employment for 

job seeker. So employment opportunities are the number of jobs available for 

people who are looking for work. Or it can also be said the availability of 

employment for those who need jobs. Job opportunities are jobs that have been 

occupied and are still vacancies (Sumarsono, 2003). 

3.  Tourism 

Tourism is an industry that provides services. Thus, the existence of the tourism 

sector is very important to create wider job opportunities or reduce existing 

unemployment. Tourism industry is an industry that requires many workers, 

which does not only concern with machines or techniology ( Nuzulia, 2018).  

 

 


