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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION  

 This chapter presents explanations about (1) Research Background, (2) Research 

Problem, (3) Research Objective, (4) Research Significance, (5) Scope and Limitation, and (6) 

Definitions of Key Terms. 

1.1 Research Background  

 Students' interest is necessary for the effectiveness of learning. The pleasure that will 

make students concentrate on every material that will be studied. This pleasure also helps 

students active in the role of teaching and learning process. The activity of students in the 

teaching and learning process also shows that students feel interested and have a bond with the 

material being studied. 

 The high-interest learning activities that students have will be a step that makes it easier 

for teachers to direct the potential possessed by students. This potential will be developed by 

students, thus they can obtain maximum achievement. The achievement of a high score will be 

shown by students. Therefore, it can illustrate that students can understand the material that has 

been taught and ready to learn the next material. The finding in the speaking task shows that 

brainstorming activities use word lists, word mapping, and also pictures. Brainstorming can 

increase motivation, confidence, and student participation in class learning (Unin & Bearing, 

2016). It means by using brainstorming students will be active when learning process in class 

and that is a way to approach Student-Centered Learning. The other findings showed if this 

study can be effective in improving students writing performance using brainstorming 

strategies. On the whole, in the experimental class, they have received better grades than before 

also the questionnaire that took place in the experimental class showed this was positive for 

them about the brainstorming strategies applied in the classroom (Rao, 2007). It was proved 
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that teaching writing skill to the students of experimental group by using brainstorming 

technique more successful then control group without brainstorming technique. Teaching 

under the brainstorming strategy showed the progress in their writing skills in terms of content 

and organization, mechanics of writing, language used as well as skills emerged from creative 

thinking abilities (fluency, flexibility, originality and elaboration) and considerable changes in 

strengthening the learners’ cooperation to write their essay (Maghsoudi, 2013). 

 On the other hand, the teacher has a very important position in the teaching and learning 

process. Teachers are facilitator, motivator, and guide. As facilitators, teachers try to create and 

provide a learning environment that is conducive to their students. As motivators, teachers try 

to encourage and stimulate their students to be eager to learn. As guide, teachers try to bring 

their students to the goals to be achieved, in a better way. Facts from the apprenticeship 3 for 

English lessons in class VII C at MTS Muhammadiyah 1 Malang which were carried out in 

2017 are fulfilled. During the learning process in the classroom, the teacher began with praying, 

starting to learn and ask a little. Student’s interaction did occur at the moment; later there were 

only a few active students. The students began to feel bored with what they learned, then the 

teacher gave exercises on grouping questions. The students had little problem about the 

material (family tree) and the condition of the class was not conducive. By approaching each 

group, it will be easier to control the class. Based on the results of interviews with English 

subject teacher, it can be said that the teacher’s obstacle in helping students to understand 

concepts and communicate in learning English is the lack of students understanding the 

concepts and forgetting the concepts that have been explained by the teacher. The method used 

by teachers to assist the students in mastering the concept of writing with family tree material 

is the grouping method. This was intended so that students could  exchange ideas with other 

students who did not understand. 
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 In English education, there are four skills needed to learn. There are speaking, listening, 

reading, and writing. Listening and reading involve receiving a message, called as receptive 

skills. Speaking and Writing are language production, and thus productive skills. In improving 

the quality of learning, writing skill is needed. Writing can open new ideas which mean getting 

new information for writing material. In school, writing has been taught; this is intended for 

students to write words, phrases, sentences, paragraphs, essays, summaries and lectures well, 

and express their ideas, thoughts, and feelings that are expected. For example, everyone writes 

from simple things like letters, stories, schedules and price lists. It means writing is a very 

important activity (Rikzina, 2017).  

 Before doing writing, there is a strategy or technique where it has been explained, that 

the strategy or techniques can increase the motivation, confidence, and participation of class 

students. That is called brainstorming. Brainstorming is one way of technical writing skills 

because it is an open sharing activity (Unin & Bearing, 2016). On the other hand, brainstorming 

is a group or individual creativity techniques to collect ideas about the topic to find a conclusion 

for a specific problem (V. R. Brown & Paulus, 2002). By using brainstorming technique, the 

researcher tries to make students write easily, because the students will be free to think and 

easy to get information about the topic. 

1.2 Research Problem 

 Based on the background of the study above, the problem of the study is: 

1. Do the students taught by using brainstorming techniques in writing class have better 

performance than those who do not? 

1.3 Research Objective 

 Based on the statement of the problem above, the objective of the study is: 

1. To investigate the effectiveness of brainstorming in teaching writing. 
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 1.4. Research Significance 

 The result of this study is expected to contribute some usages either practically or 

theoretically which are used for teachers and other researchers: 

1. Theoretically 

• It will be a reference for other researchers who are interested in the investigation of 

writing skill using brainstorming technique. 

• Students can get knowledge about the process of writing using brainstorming 

2. Practically 

• Teachers can give an example of how to write using brainstorming when they teach in 

front of the class. 

• This study can help students who have a problem with writing because step by step is 

needed in writing skill. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 This study only investigates in secondary school, the implementation of brainstorming 

technique to facilitate students writing in MTS Muhammadiyah 1 Malang and testing the 

effectiveness of the brainstorming technique. 

1.6 Definitions of key terms 

1. Writing: Writing as a meaning-making process is effective for helping writers gain 

knowledge in the topic area (Byrnes, 2013). 

2. Teaching Writing: The  activity  where students  write  predominantly  to  increase their  

learning  of  grammar  and vocabulary  of  the  language (Harmer, 2004) 

3. Brainstorming Technique: Invite everyone to come up with ideas and thoughts that 

seem crazy and don't make sense at first. However, then these "crazy" ideas must be 

able to be changed or improved into useful ideas. 


