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CHAPTER II 

 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 
In this chapter, the researcher presents several theories that are closely 

related to the study. This chapter includes Sociolinguistics, Terms of Address, 

Type of Terms of Address, and Theory of Everything. 

2.1 Sociolinguistics 

 

Sociolinguistics is a relationship between society and language that aims to 

understand the structure of language and the function of language in 

communicating with the society (Wardhaugh, 2002). Society and language are 

interrelated to achieve good communication. Society needs communication 

tools so they understand each other. Another definition is stated by Widiatmaja 

(2014) who defines that sociolinguistics is a branch of linguistics that talks 

about the relationship between society and language as a communication tool. 

Thus, sociolinguistics is the relationship between society and language, which 

is used as a means of social communication in social life. 

Sociolinguistics consists of socio and linguistics. Sociology and linguistics 

are a combination of the basic science of sociolinguistics between society and 

language. Bussmann (2006) states that sociolinguistics is the study of sociology 

and linguistics about the social meaning of the use of language in society, and 

the social structure between sociology and linguistics. 

The importance of the relationship between society and language, in 

everyday life language, is used as a communication tool in society lives with 

different characteristics in each culture. Sociolinguistics is the study of how 
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language works in daily life as a means of communication, the existence of laws 

in language, and social norms in society live (Wardhaugh, 2015). It can be 

concluded that sociolinguistics is the science of language used in everyday life 

in social life, people use language as a communication tool related to the 

existence of laws in language, and norms which are an important part in the use 

of language itself. 

2.2 Terms of Address 

 

Terms of address is a word used to call someone when communicating in 

writing or speech (Brown Richards and Schmidt, 2002). Terms of address are 

important tools of communication used by people to socialize with others. 

Before someone starts a conversation usually he/she greets using the addressing 

terms. The most common way of addressing is calling someone’s name. 

Generally, many people do address someone before starting a conversation. 

Artika (2008) states that the purpose of addressing is to maintain the integrity 

of social relationship in the society between addresser and addressee. The 

addressing terms depend on the purpose of the conversation and the situation, 

the addresser and addressee’s relationship, individuals involved in the 

conversation or the social status. In the formal situation, some people usually 

address someone else by the titles they have, such as Mrs., Mr., Ms., Miss., and 

others. In an informal situation, someone often calls a friend with her or his 

nickname, like Nick for Nicholas or Chel for Rachel. 

Wardhaugh (1998) states that the rules of address in a social relationship are 

as complex as the relations of the society itself. Understanding the rules of 
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language addresses is not an easy thing to do in social relationships. There are 

some kinds of basic rules in addressing terms, such as age, sex, politeness, 

marital status, social class, profession, and other related types. Some people take 

into consideration of close intimateness, addressing of mockeries, addressing of 

kinship, using names, addressing of respectful terms, and addressing of 

solidarity name (Wardhaugh, 2000). 

Society has actual addressing rules that are as complex as the society itself 

(Wardhaugh, 1993). Address rules are certainly not easy to understand. In 

address, the speaker usually uses address terms to call someone with a different 

style in addressing someone. Wardhaugh (2000) states that it is not easy to 

choose the right terms of address for a hierarchical society with a consequence. 

Every person usually has more than one name used in different situations, like, 

a mother is called mommy at home by her family, while outside the home 

someone calls her as ‘Ms or Mrs’. 

Chaika (1982) states that addressing terms is part of the greeting that 

someone uses in conversation. In a conversation, someone needs greetings. 

There are two ways the difference between addressing and greeting. First, 

solidarity and power are usually used for addressing. Variations of greetings 

depend on the person’s mood. Two people who meet and greet each other can 

vary their greetings. Second, to strengthen intimacy and solidarity, someone 

usually addresses repeatedly in a conversation. Greetings conversations in the 

address system can show a person's interest (Chaika, 1982). 
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2.3 Types of Terms of Address 

 

There are many types of address terms that people use in society. 

Wardhaugh (2000) states that some people take into consideration of close 

intimateness, using names, addressing of kinship, addressing of intimacy, 

addressing of mockeries, addressing of respectful terms, and addressing of 

solidarity name. There are kinds of addressing terms: 

2.3.1 Addressing Terms Using Names 

 

In this type, a speaker uses names to addressing someone. This type 

is usually used by the speakers to address someone in their conversation. 

According to Wardhaugh in (Widiatmaja, 2014), the speaker uses names 

in a conversation shows intimacy, intimacy, and equality. The examples 

of addressing terms using names are Nick, Jack, Rose, etc. 

2.3.2 Addressing Terms Using Kinship 

 

This type the speaker using kinship terms that is a title without last 

name. Someone who uses this term usually has a family relationship. In 

the kinship system has requirements according to generation and age 

(Wardhaugh, 2006). The examples of addressing terms using kinship are 

Dad, Mom, Grandpa, Grandma, etc. 

2.3.3 Addressing Terms Using Intimacy 

 

In this type, a speaker calls someone using the term of intimacy for 

the closest person. Fasold (1989) states that the speaker will not use the 

term of intimacy if the speaker is not intimate with the addressee. The 



 

10  

examples of addressing terms using intimacy are Dear, Baby, Sweetie, 

etc. 

2.3.4 Addressing Terms Using Mockery 

 

In this type, a speaker uses mockery to call the addressee for certain 

conditions. The speaker usually uses mockery to emphasize the situation 

he or she feel to the addressee. The examples of addressing terms using 

mockery are Damn, Fool, Freak, etc. 

2.3.5 Addressing Terms Using Respect 

 

In this type, a speaker uses the title before the name. Wardhaugh 

(2006) states that the speaker uses this term to indicate that there is an 

imbalance in power with the addressee. People with higher status 

sometimes use this term to talk to people of lower status. The examples 

of addressing terms using respect are Mr. Justin, Mr. Smith, Mr. Jack, 

etc. 

2.3.6 Addressing Terms Using Solidarity Name 

 

In this type, a speaker uses the name of solidarity to strengthen his 

or her bond with the addressee. Addressing terms using solidarity shows 

the speaker’s support for a person or group. The examples of addressing 

terms using solidarity name are Dude, Everybody, Guys, etc. 

2.4 Theory of Everything 

 

The Theory of Everything is a film that tells the life of a theoretical physicist 

named Stephen Hawking and his love life with a genius woman named Jane. 

The film of Stephen Hawking’s life is based on Jane Hawking’s memoir: 
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Travelling to Infinity: My Life with Stephen and it was adapted by Anthony 

McCarten. The film, released on 7 September 2014, is a romantic drama and the 

film's location is at Cambridge University (Wikipedia). 


