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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

The researcher presents some theories to the study matter, those are: (1) 

teaching English, (2) Teaching of Junior High School, (3) Vocabulary, (4) 

Teaching vocabulary, (5) Material of teaching vocabulary, (6) Technique of 

teaching vocabulary (7) Difficulties of teaching vocabulary (8) Solve Problem of 

teaching vocabulary 

2.1 Teaching English 

In accordance with Brown (2000), teaching is helping or showing another 

to do something, giving any instructions, guiding in learning something, giving 

new knowledge, making someone understand and know something that was not 

initially understood. This means that the teacher must support students in learning 

by supervising students, helping, and building conditions that are comfortable for 

students to learn. 

Teaching English as a foreign language is not an easy job to be done. 

Teaching English is not about teaching a new language, it is also about a new 

culture, the new way of thinking, acting and also feeling.  It means that teaching 

English aims to make the students master and use English to communicate with 

people around the world. 

Based on statements above, it can be concluded that teaching is not just 

telling or presenting material to students. The teacher is required to make students 
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understand what they will learn. Then, the teacher has to know what fields they 

should teach and determine approaches, methods, and techniques for presenting 

the material. 

2.2 Teaching English at Junior High School 

Students from Junior High School are teenagers, teaching English to 

teenage students is very different from teaching English to adult students. 

 Brown (2001) states that the teenagers have special characteristics as 

follows: 

a. Adolescence is a period where operational thinking is increasing. In 

sequence, they can use logical thinking to solve problems. 

b. Intellectual maturation experienced by adolescents makes teenagers have 

long attention. 

c. Teenagers still need sensory input varieties. 

d. Ego and high self-image are two things that are always owned by 

teenagers. They are also very sensitive. 

e. Teenagers behave like adults, so teachers have to be careful in teaching 

them. 

Compared with adult students, teenagers are easier to be bored with the 

lesson. Therefore, teaching English vocabulary to teenagers needs extra work 

where the teacher has to choose appropriate techniques to make them fun and 

interested in learning vocabulary. 
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2.3 Vocabulary 

According to Jack Richards and Willy A. Renandya (2002), vocabulary is 

one of the core components that determines a person’s proficiency in a language 

and determines the quality of students’ mastery in speaking, listening, reading, 

and writing. Therefore, students who master many vocabularies will be better in 

their language skills quality. 

 In learning English as a foreign language, vocabulary has an important 

role in it. Vocabulary is a component of language which has the major role in 

language skills. It requires mastery four skills to perfect English skills. The four 

language skills that must be mastered are listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 

Therefore, students are expected to master vocabulary so they can learn English 

skills easily.  

 Thornbury (2002) categorizes words into ten kinds, they are: 

1. Words Classes 

Word classes consists of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, 

adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, and determines. The example of 

word classes: nouns (Jakarta, Monday, Fish), pronouns (They, we, she, 

their), verbs (write, eat, run), adjectives (handsome, beautiful, fast), 

adverb (badly, happily, well), preposition (to, in, and, but), determines 

(the, a , an, these). 
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2. Word Families 

A word family includes a word that comprises of the base word with 

its inflection and its derivatives. Inflection and derivatives are framed by 

the procedure of affixation, inflection is a change as a word that is 

included with suffix (-s, -ed, ing) to demonstrate a change in its 

grammatical capacity. The case of expression is ask+ s = asks, ask+ ed = 

asked, ask+ ing = asking. The derivative is a word that outcomes from the 

addition of an affix (prefix or suffix) to a root and which has an alternate 

significance from the root. The example of a derivative is replay, playful, 

player, etc. 

3. Word Formation 

In the word formation, there are compounding, integration, 

conversation, and clipping. Compounding is a combination of two or more 

words into one new word. For example, note + book = notebook, fire + 

work = firework, earth + quake = earthquake, etc. Mixing is the process 

of combining two words to form a new one. For example, infotainment = 

information + entertainment, lunch = breakfast + lunch, camcorder = 

camera + recorder, etc. Conversation is a word formation process of 

converting word from one of part speech and using it as another. For 

example, noun is converted into verb, like con-to can, salt-to salt, 

microwave-to microwave. For example, “My mother microwaved (noun to 

verb) her dinner”. Clipping is a process of shaping shortened words 
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without changing their meaning. For example, flu (influenza), ad 

(advertisement), movie (moving picture), and lab (laboratory), etc. 

4. Multi-Word Units 

In the multi word units, there are phrasal verb and idiom. Phrasal verb 

is a combination of verb and adverb or verb and preposition to form a new 

verb and meaning cannot be seen from individual word. The examples of 

phrasal verb are “ask someone out”, “break down”, “cheer up”, “find 

out”, etc. Idiom is an expression of two or more words that the meaning is 

different from literal meaning. The examples of idiom are “under the 

weather” (meaning: feel not very well), “bite off more than you can 

chew” (meaning: someone has paid more money than that of something is 

worth), etc. 

5. Collocation 

Collocation is a pair or group of word that are often used together. 

Example, “make an effort” not “do an effort”, “do your homework”, 

“take a vacation”, “get married”, etc. 

6. Homonyms 

Homonyms is a word that has same spelling and same pronunciation 

but different in meaning. For example, table (can be used “piece of 

furniture with flat top and legs” or “list of data arranged in columns or 



12 

 

 

row”), and fair (can be used as “light in color of skin and hair” or as 

“outdoor entertainment with games, show” etc).  

7. Polysemy  

Polysemy is a word that has more than one meaning but has a related 

meaning. For example, the word “head” can be used “head” of a person, 

or “head” of organization. Another example of words that include in 

polysemy is “mouth” of people, or “mouth” of cave or river. 

8. Synonyms and Antonyms 

Synonyms are words that have the same meaning. For example, a 

synonym of rich is wealth, quite-silent, cold-icy, come-arise, etc. 

Meanwhile, antonyms are words that the meanings are apposite of another 

word. For example, antonyms of good is bad, small-big, soft-hard, male-

female, up-down, etc. 

9. Hyponyms 

Hyponyms are words that are specific example of general words, for 

example, rose, tulip, orchid are the hyponyms of flower. Other examples 

of hyponyms of animal are monkey, giraffe, cat, etc. 

10. Lexical Field 

Lexical field is words that have a relationship with another word. For 

example, forehead, nose, brow, lips, chin, cheeks are lexical field of part 
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of face. Other examples of lexical field of Christmas are tree, carols, 

fireplace, etc. 

2.4 Teaching Vocabulary 

Teaching vocabulary is an activity that develop students’ ability in 

increasing and understanding new words that unknown before by giving 

instructions to them. It can be something new for students.  Accordingly, maybe 

the teacher will face the problems in teaching vocabulary. Carten (2007) states 

that there are seven main principles that can be followed by teachers in learning 

vocabulary as follows: 

1. Focus on Vocabulary 

The teacher has to be always focus on teaching  words to students. 

For example, an important thing that have to be done by the teacher is 

asking students about words that they do not understand in English or 

the meaning of English words that students do not understand. 

2. Offer Variety 

The teacher has to have various procedures in presenting 

vocabulary. The teacher can apply different methods of teaching 

English vocabulary such as using pictures, sound, conversation, or any 

kind of activities that can increase students’ interest. 
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3. Repeat and Recycle 

When teachers present new vocabulary, they should repeat those words 

for several times. It aims to make students understand and remember the 

words easily. Besides, teachers repeat to pronounce or write the words, 

they should let all students pronounce and write the words by themselves. 

Moreover, the teacher not only do the repetition, but they should also 

review students’ vocabulary ability to make them actively recall the words 

and produce them. 

4. Provide Opportunity to Organize Vocabulary 

The students organize vocabulary with the help of the teacher so that 

vocabulary is easier to learn. Vocabulary can be arranged into real word 

groups (such as part of the body, food, country, etc.) and personal group 

(such as word that includes persona habit like or dislike) 

5. Make Vocabulary Learning Personal 

The teacher can give students the chance to use vocabulary related to 

them and their lives that can make their learning more fun. 

6. Do Not Over It 

The teacher should not overload students with a great amount of 

vocabulary that they must learn in one lesson. 
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7. Use Strategy Vocabulary in Class 

The teacher can have strategy in teaching vocabulary activity. It is like, 

strategy for doing activities in lesson material, such giving different kinds 

of responses when they evaluate students’ answer in doing their task, like 

(“That’s right” or “excellent”). 

In addition, Brown (2002) states that, “language teacher need to 

understand the system and function of the second language and different between 

the first and the second language of the learner”. So, the teacher must know the 

structure, phonemes, morphemes, words, sentences, of second language, and also 

must understand the function of second language to the learner so they can 

differently between the mother tongue and the second language. 

2.5 Materials of Teaching Vocabulary 

In teaching vocabulary to Junior High School students, the teacher can 

present the vocabulary material lists that are taken from the book. The teacher 

adds other vocabulary that are relevant to students. The teacher has to have good 

knowledge about their teaching material. When the teacher has to teach students 

about vocabulary, the teacher must know the general knowledge about 

vocabulary, words, and their meanings. Words of vocabulary can be written and 

spoken. 

Cameron (2001) states that there are some ways to teach Junior High 

School students, those are: (1) make the English learning activity pleasurable and 

fun, (2) don’t think about the mistake, just encourage and make sure that all 
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children feel comfortable, (3) use the gesture, action, and pictures frequently to 

demonstrate what you mean, (4) talk to them by using English, especially about 

thing that they can see, (5) play the game, sing a song, and say rhymes and chants 

together, (6) tell an English short story by using pictures and pretend as a 

character by using different voices, (7) don’t worry when the children use their 

mother tongue. You may answer their question by using English and recast what 

they said in their mother tongue. (8) consistently recycle new languages but don’t 

be afraid to add new things or use words they don’t know about, (9) plan lesson 

with various activities, some are quiet, some are noisy, some are sitting, some are 

standing and moving.  

2.6 Technique of Teaching Vocabulary 

An accordance with Brown (2000), technique is one of variety of exercises, 

activities, or assignments, which are used in a language classed to realize learning 

objectives. According to the teacher centered, vocabulary teaching technique 

divided into three, namely: visual technique, verbal techniques, and translation. 

Meanwhile, techniques for teaching vocabulary related to students centered on 

asking others, using dictionaries and contextual guessing. 

2.6.1 Technique of Teacher-Centered Activity 

Gairn and Redman (2003) states that teacher-centered activities are 

divided into three, those are: visual technique, verbal technique, and translation. 
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2.6.1.1 Visual Technique 

Visual technique is divided into two categories, those are visual, and mime 

and gesture. 

a. Visual 

Visual includes the use of flash card, photos, drawing boards, wall 

charts, and realia. They are widely used to convey the meaning and useful 

for teaching concrete vocabulary items such as food, transportation, and 

certain vocabulary fields like place professions, descriptions of people, 

action activities (sports and movement verbs). They often end themselves 

easily to practice activities that involve students’ interaction. For example, 

a set of pictures depicting sports activities can be a means to present items 

such as sailing, climbing, etc. 

b. Mime and Gesture 

There is a technique that is often used to complement other ways of 

conveying a meaning. When teaching objects such as “turning”, a teacher 

might construct a situation to describe it, utilizing blackboards and 

movements to reinforce expected concepts. 

2.6.1.2 Verbal Technique 

Verbal technique consists of four elements, those are: using of illustrative 

situations (oral or written), synonym and the definition, contrast and opposite, 

scale, the example of type, and translation. 
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a. Illustrative Situation 

Illustrative situation can be utilized to describe the meaning of words 

clearly to students. For example, when the teacher wants to describe the 

word “noisy”, the teacher can illustrate a situation of the place like 

“market”, so the learners can understand the meaning of words easily. 

b. Synonym and Definition 

The synonym technique can be utilized to the words that have the same 

meaning with other words so, so it can enrich learners’ vocabulary. For 

instance, sometimes the teacher can give a word “necessary” that has 

same meaning as “important”. So, the students not only use important but 

also sometimes they can use necessary. 

c. Contrast and Opposite 

In contrast, an opposite technique, a teacher often says what the 

opposites of something is. For example, he or she gives a word “big”, 

because of the meaning of “big” is the opposite of “small” and teacher 

has helped by contrasting with “small”. 

d. Scale 

After the students understand the word by using contrast and opposite 

technique, scale can be useful way in revising and feeling items. In 

students knew “hot” and “cold”, for example, the word “warm” can be 
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introduced by the teachers as new vocabulary between the word “hot” and 

“cold” and later “freezing” and “boiling”. 

e. Example of Type 

To illustrate the meaning of subordinates such as“furniture”, 

“vegetable”, “meat”, and “transport”, it is so common procedure to 

exemplify them, for example, “table” “chair”, “bed”, and “sofa” are all 

furniture. 

2.6.1.3 Translation 

 “Traditionally, translation has been most widely used means of presenting 

the meaning of words. Translation has advantages of being the most direct route 

to words meaning. For monolingual groups it is also valid technique to highlight 

the danger of the false cognates. For example, the France word ‘sensible’ would 

be translated as ‘sensitive’ in English and not sensible” (Thornburry, 2002). From 

that explanation, it can be concluded that the translation is needed when there are 

two different languages are collaborating. The translation is needed to convey the 

meaning and message of a source language to the target language so the 

misunderstanding will be avoided. 

Two techniques according to Thornburry (2002) are as follows: 

1. Games 

Learning a new language can be a long and difficult journey. Actually, 

learning a new language should be fun, interactive and exiting, so that this 
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long process becomes easier than it looks. Games is one of techniques in 

teaching vocabulary. “Games are truly communicate. Many experts of 

language teaching technique also agree that game is a good way to learn 

vocabulary” (Thornburry, 2002). So, the use of game is learning process 

will help the students to learn more effectively because it brings relaxation 

and fun for the students. 

2. Using a Song 

A song as words which has rhyme, poetic sense and usually completed 

with musical composition is considering as the alternative of language 

teaching to make learners easier and feel fun in learning language. 

2.6.2 Technique of Student-Centered Activity 

According to Gairns and Redman (2003), there are three techniques of 

students-centered activity as follows: 

2.6.2.1 Asking Others 

In asking other techniques, the students are allowed to ask their teacher or 

another student to describe the meaning of the word that she/he just met. When a 

student wants to use a word, but she/he does not know how to say it in English, 

the student can ask to the teacher or her/his friend to explain the meaning of word. 

2.6.2.2 Using a Dictionary 

This technique can be used by students to look for the meaning of words 

independently. Students may use a dictionary to look for the meaning of words 

before they ask their teacher of friends. 
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2.6.2.3 Contextual Guesswork 

Contextual guesswork technique can be utilized by learners if they did not 

understand a word in context that is unfamiliar for them. The context can help 

students to guess the meaning of that word. For example, in the dialogue: 

Nadia: “Hey Aryo, you know what ? My painting will be published in 

Bobo magazine next month! 

Aryo: Wow, that’s-------------. 

 

 From the context, students can guess the word in the blank space because 

the context helps students to guess the word. That is the the sentence “my painting 

will be published in Bobo magazine next month”, it can help the students to guess 

the answer. Therefore, students can guess that the sentence shows an achievement 

of people and the answer should praise it such as the word “amazing”. 

2.7 Difficulties of Teaching Vocabulary 

English teachers throughout the country face many of the same difficulties. 

Teachers often have several levels in the same classroom, which makes lesson 

planning and meeting all our students’ troublesome needs. Some of us have 

limited material, or have to adapt or make our own. Providing opportunities for 

students to practice language can also pose challenges, especially if we have shy 

students or large classes. 

Learning troubles can be caused by factors inside and outside of humans. 

Learning troubles can affect the student learning success. Learning troubles 

should be known from the beginning so that it can be anticipated by teachers and 

students, learning success can be achieved if the factors that influence leaning can 
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be tried as best as possible. These factors include internal and external factors of 

students. Internal factors can be motivation, talent, intelligence in a student. Some 

external factors include learning methods, learning models, learning facilities, and 

learning environment. There are various factors that can affect student 

achievement. Globally the factors that influence student learning achievement can 

be divided into three kinds, namely internal factors, external factors and learning 

approach (Shah, 2004). The factors are like the level of intelligence, attitudes, 

talents, interests, and motivation of students.  

Tarigan in Cahyanto (2003) mentions two problems of teaching vocabulary, 

those are: 

1. However, the teacher teaches the class and not just one child. The problem 

is one of the organizing instructions that the class can be taught as a 

community with all members doing things that are educationally useful. 

2. The problem in adjusting instruction to individual differences in large 

classes is perhaps the most difficult faced by the teacher. It cannot 

improve children’s vocabulary one by one. 

2.8 Solve Problem of Teaching Vocabulary 

The English teachers must understand well what will be taught and how to 

teach. They must also understand and be able to integrate knowledge into the 

curriculum and teaching English teaching. Mastery of the content and learning 

process can lead teachers to arrange learning situations according to the individual 

needs of students and groups. 
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However, overcoming difficulties encountered while teaching in class can 

distract student learning success. Indeed, learning success can be achieved if 

learning is carried out as well as possible. almost all teachers can overcome 

difficulties in teaching class. There are many ways that teachers can do when 

there are difficulties in class. Sasa (2012) states that there were some ways used 

by the teacher to solve problem. When the teacher solves problem in managing 

class, the teacher would call the student who made noisy and asked them some 

question about materials or he/she orders the students who were noisy to go out. 

So, it would make the students are afraid to make noisy. Therefore, the teacher 

want to be successful in teaching vocabulary, the teacher must control class well.
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