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CHAPTER II 

A REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 

 

This section presents a review of literature that is related to the relevant 

theories. It covers teaching English to young learners, intercultural awareness, and 

component of intercultural awareness. Each section is presented as follows. 

 

2.1 Teaching English to Young Learners 

A teacher who understands the cognitive and social processes of second-

language acquisition for English to Young Learner (EYL) is better equipped to help 

learners navigate the processes of classroom learning activities while also creating 

fun and positive environment. Imaniah & Nargis (2018) suggests that Teaching 

English for Young learners (TEYL) teachers in English as a Foreign Language 

(EFL) settings have a limited amount of time to accomplish their teaching goals and 

meet local requirements regarding the use of specific texts, tests, or other materials. 

According to Smith (2004), the aims of teaching foreign language to young learners 

are more comprehensive than in language with older learners. Teaching English to 

young learners focuses on shaping the children as the future of users of English in 

the world, which requires a high level of spoken and written communication.  

Educational research continually reminds that the most important factor in any 

child's education is the teacher. Shin & Crandall (2014) suggest that effective EYL 

programs have well-trained teachers with adequate proficiency in English to help 

their children learn English. Because English is an international and intercultural 
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language, it should also include materials from many cultures around the world. 

The children we teach will most likely use English with other speakers, and what 

they really need is an appreciation of different cultures. It also includes the student's 

home culture. This will help students to talk about their own culture in English and 

develop their sense of intercultural in the classroom, one that promotes a healthy 

process of learning about cultural differences through reflection on one's own 

culture. 

 

2.1.1 The Characteristics of EYL Teachers 

Mostly, teachers with well-designed materials and analysed situational 

factors, first initiate appreciating and incorporating culture into the second 

language classroom by analysing students' needs and their own needs at the 

same time. Through getting familiar with the aspects relating to products (e.g., 

foods, games, literature and laws), practices (e.g., customs, patterns of social 

interactions) and perspectives (e.g., beliefs, values and ideas), they can provide 

a better second language situation (Idrees, 2001). In addition, if teachers keep 

themselves up to date with the cultural change, because of political, economic 

and social impact, they can represent the community whose language they are 

teaching. For EFL teachers must be culturally aware of the language they are 

teaching and must be aware of cultural diversity in multicultural and 

multilingual societies. Furthermore, they must bear in mind while dealing with 

cultural contents that English is an international language and its culture acts 

as an aid for motivation.  
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2.1.2 The Characteristics of Young Learners 

In order to know the characteristic of young learners and to maximize learning 

process, the teachers should know their learners such as learning materials and the 

techniques for their learning activity. Having good learning materials for young 

learners are important aspects that a teacher should concern in teaching English to 

young learners. Giving young learners suitable materials for them will make the 

teaching learning process be effective and meaningful. Teachers need to know their 

students' present knowledge in order to extend their knowledge and their need. That 

is important because young learners will be motivated in learning for a period if the 

learning material meets their need.  Juhana (2014) points out the five essential 

principles of good learning materials for young learners related to the how they 

learn a foreign language. Young learners have a great curiosity to try new things 

and to explore concrete to abstract things. Then, they actively construct meaning 

from their experiences. In addition, they learn through hands on experiences and 

through manipulation of objects in the environment. It is also important that they 

have quite short attention span and are easy to get bored. Young learners are active 

learners and thinkers. They are keen to talk about themselves, and respond well to 

learning that uses themselves and their own lives as main topics in the classroom 

and the like. Besides, they learn by thinking in term of theme. 

 

2.2 Intercultural Education 

Intercultural education theorization is not just a matter of normative exhortation, 

but rather a re-conceptualization of what schools and universities have done in the 
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past and what they can do in the present and the future (Coulby, 2006). The 

importance of intercultural education for students would decrease the racism in 

culture that they might be found in school. As Cushner, McClelland, & Safford 

(2012) state that racism is preference for or belief in, the superiority of one's own 

racial group over any other. In stressing the importance of intercultural, it is clear 

that is not one aspect of educational prevision. Intercultural education is not a 

subject which can be given timetable time alongside all the others, nor is it 

appropriate to one phase of education only. Byram (2008) puts forward the aims of 

intercultural education in language learning as follows: (1) to develop student's 

practical communication abilities such as understanding information and the 

speaker's or writer's intentions, (2) to express their own ideas, deepening the 

understanding of language and culture, and (3) to foster a positive attitude toward 

communication through foreign languages. 

Idrees (2001) points out the learner's role to get culturally aware in the second 

language classroom. Working with authentic materials derived from the 

communities, who use the language. Then, they are able to contact native speakers 

of the language. Based on these, they will appreciate the similarities and differences 

between their own and the second culture. In addition, they make the second 

language teachers promise to take more dependable role in presenting culture. It is 

also important that they identify the subtle differences in their own culture when 

they compared the culture of the second language they are learning and behavioral 

modification exercises can be given in the class.  
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Several primary school theorists have dedicated themselves to the interaction of 

language and culture learning and the integration of linguistic and intercultural 

competence, and have convincingly shown how the integration can be achieved in 

a learner-appropriate manner. Curtain and Pesola (1994) make valuable proposals 

for the identification of cultural contents of an integrated curriculum. The common 

characteristic of these proposals is the fact that they locate the representations of 

other cultures in the environment of the children and use them as starting points for 

intercultural information and experience. The representations are grouped into three 

categories: 

Diagram 1 : Cultural contents  

 

Byram (2008) suggests that young children also already have some knowledge 

about the practices of their own social groups, how to behave in specific situations, 

what is considered polite and what is not. In language teaching with an intercultural 

competence dimension presupposes that teachers themselves will have acquired 

intercultural communicative competence to a reasonable level. For it is clear that 
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teachers have to make complex decisions about how and when to develop 

intercultural competence in their learners. In order to make the decisions, they need 

a rich personal experience of the acquisition of intercultural competence 

themselves, knowledge of developmental and social psychology. 

 

2.2.1 The Characteristics of Intercultural Education  

According to Tormey (2005), the characteristics of intercultural 

education as follows: (1) Intercultural education is for all children, (2) 

Intercultural education is embedded in knowledge and understanding skills and 

capacities, attitudes, and values, (3) intercultural education is integrated with 

all subjects and with the general life of the school, (4) Intercultural education 

requires a real-world focus. Moreover, Language is central to developing 

intercultural competences, (5) Intercultural education takes time and (6) the 

school context is important in facilitating learning. 

  

2.2.2 The Benefits of Intercultural Education 

All children have a culture and ethnicity. Learning to value their own 

culture and ethnicity is central to their self-esteem and sense of identity. 

Tormey (2005) notes the benefit of intercultural education such as encouraging 

the child's curiosity about cultural and social differences, helping them to 

develop and support the child's imagination by normalizing differences, 

helping them to develop the child's critical thinking by enabling the child to 
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gain perspectives on, and to question, his/her own cultural practices, and  

helping them to develop sensitivity and to prevent the racism in the child.  

 

2.3 Intercultural Awareness 

Intercultural awareness can be regarded as one of the foundation of 

communication. It involves two qualities: one is the awareness of one's own culture; 

the other is the awareness of another culture (Zhu, 2011). In other words, it involves 

the ability of standing back from our own point and becoming aware of not only 

our own cultural values, beliefs and perceptions, but also those of other cultures.  

According to Byram (2008), intercultural is an activity which is includes in 

term of intercultural communicative competence as a follows: (1) the attitudes 

refers to the ability for having curiosity and openness, readiness to suspend disbelief 

about other cultures and belief about one's own; (2) having knowledge of social 

groups, their products and practices in one's own and in one's interlocutor country, 

and of the general processes of social and individual interaction; (3) having skills 

of interpreting and relating means the ability to interpret a document or event from 

another culture, to explain it and relate it to documents from one's own; (4) having 

skills of discovery and interaction refers to the ability to acquire new knowledge of 

a culture and cultural practices and the ability to operate knowledge, attitudes and 

skills under the constrains of real-time communication and interaction; (5) having 

critical cultural awareness/political education is an ability to evaluate critically and 

on the basis explicit criteria perspectives, practices and products in one's own and 

other cultures and countries. 
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Practice orientated intercultural awareness is concern on the application of 

knowledge in real-time instances of intercultural communication and thus more 

skills and behavior focused. According to Baker (2015), the conceptual of 

intercultural awareness  concerns on the types of attitudes towards cultures and 

knowledge of cultures needed to be able to successfully engage in intercultural 

communication and the ability to articulate these attitudes and knowledge. Based 

on these theories, Intercultural awareness and intercultural communicative 

competence are similar although under different terms. Furthermore, in order to 

foster intercultural awareness in a language class, Rappel (2009) suggests that a 

teacher must have an adequate socio-cultural knowledge of the language 

community of the second language and a command of the pragmatic contextual use 

of the foreign language in that linguistic community. 

 


