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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter presents research background, research problem, research 

purposes, research significance, scope and limitation of study, and definition of key 

terms. 

1.1 Research Background 

Music is an artistic expression and social action whose medium is sound 

sorted out in time. General meanings of music incorporate basic components, 

for example, pitch (which oversees song and congruity), beat (and its related 

ideas rhythm, meter, and explanation), elements (commotion and delicateness), 

and the sonic characteristics of timbre and surface (which are here and there 

named the "shading" of a melodic sound). An artist from America, Henry 

Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882) has described music as “The universal 

language of mankind.”  Another meaning of music also explained by Stevie 

Wonder (1977) in his song entitled Sir Duke, He says, “Music is a world within 

itself. It is a language we all understand.” 

Based on Luna (2016) teacher at DepEd Angeles City, there are two 

forms of music, vocal music and instrumental music. As I would see, the 

differences that very striking between two of them are; vocal music does not 

need media, only skill in handling sound. Whereas, instrumental music needs 

media to serve it, such as music books, passion, creativity, knowledge of human 

sound character, and imagination. Moreover, to compose an arrangement, the 
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music instrument must be guided by the knowledge of harmony and chord. The 

examples for both of them are choir for vocal music, and marching band for 

instrument music. Nevertheless, song is a combination between vocal and 

instrument music because there are vocal music and instruments such as guitar, 

bass, drum, and so on which are accompanying vocal music from the singer. 

To make song more alive, the songwriters usually use figurative 

language in their lyric song. It is similar with Khadija Arifa (2016) who wrote 

in her thesis entitled “Figurative Language Analysis in Five John Legend’s 

Song”, she says, “Figurative language in the song could make the readers 

understand that lyrics of the song can describe messages that must be known by 

learning them deeply in terms of categories”. The meaning of figurative 

language itself, researcher recited according to Fitria (2018) in her research, 

“Figurative language is language using figures of speech, so we cannot take it 

literally. Figurative language is associated with the lyric of the song uses 

figurative language.” There are many types of figurative languages that are 

hyperbole, metaphor, simile, personification, symbols, irony, etc. Indeed, each 

types of figurative languages have different application and function, 

songwriters must be able to place it correctly so that singers or song listeners 

can imagine in their minds what the story in that song. 

In music, there are conventional categories that recognize some pieces 

of music as belonging to a common custom or set of conventions, it is music 

genre. One of the music genres is Campursari. This genre is Indonesian national 

music which alludes to a blend (hybrid) of a few contemporary Indonesian 
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music kinds. The name of Campursari was started from the form of keroncong 

music and Javanese gamelan to presented keroncong song and Javanese 

instruments. Further, the form of it was called campursari (Wiyoso:2002). 

A popular Campursari musician from Indonesia is Didi Kempot. He was 

born on Surakarta (Central Java), 31 December 1966. One of his songs which 

being top list of Campursari songs is “Perahu Layar”. This song composed by 

Ki Nartosabdho, a music artist and legendary of shadow puppeteer from Central 

Java. “Perahu Layar” song uses Javanese language, it means only Javanese 

people knows the conceptual meaning of “Perahu Layar” lyric because it is their 

vernacular language, uncertainly for the other. However, to make song become 

more general, the researcher is going translated the lyric first, then start to 

analyze. That is why researcher takes the translated “Perahu Layar” song by 

Didi Kempot as a research object. Hopefulness, everyone understands more 

about music, specifically Campursari music. 

Departing from the explanation above, the researcher will parse more 

profoundly about the figurative language types and the conceptual meaning 

found in Didi Kempot song entitled “Perahu Layar”. 

1.2 Research Problems 

The problem of study in this research can be formulated in the form of 

questions as follows: 

1. What are the figurative language types found in the translated “Perahu Layar” 

song? 

2. What is the conceptual meaning of the translated “Perahu Layar” song lyric? 
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1.3 Research Purposes 

Based on the research problem of study, the research objective to: 

1. To know what are the figurative languages that found in the translated  

“Perahu Layar” song. 

2. To understand more about the translated “Perahu Layar” song lyric in 

conceptual meaning. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

The researcher considers to make the scope and limitation. The scope of 

this study are find out the figurative language and parse more deeply about the 

song lyric. This study limited to a song by Didi Kempot entitled “Perahu Layar” 

which translated. 

1.5 Research Significances 

From all the explanation in the background, researcher expects that this 

study to give contribution to the following: 

1. For English teachers, this study is capable of using as learning material in 

Translation subject. It caused this song used Javanese that compatible for 

students to exercise theirself to translate another language to English. 

2. For students, this study is able to know more deeply about language style 

and translate language. 

3. Foreign person, this study can be used for learning about campursari song 

which mostly using Javanese language. 
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1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

From all the explanation in the background, researcher expects that this study to 

give contribution to the following: 

1. Song is an emotional work that is accompanied to be sung. (Hachette: 2003) 

2. Figurative languages is an obvious take off from what users of language capture as the 

standard meaning of words, so as to accomplish some uncommon meaning or impact. 

(Abrams: 1999) 

3. Conceptual meaning is literal or core sense of a word. (Vinothini, and Umagandhi: 

2017) 

 


