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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW AND RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter provides some theoretical review related to this study. It includes 

discussion of literature, novel, and moral values. 

2.1. Novel as a literary work 

 Literature is a part of language which concerns with human life and describe 

expression through written language. According to Ade & Okunoye (2008:3), 

literature is an expression of thoughts, ideas, and feelings of human being by using 

beautiful words. Nurhayatun (2016), states that literature gives enjoyment as well as 

knowledge about the truth of life to the readers. She also mentions that in educational 

sector, literature is one out of essential lessons that can guide the students to achieve 

the knowledge about life, human being as well as the world. There are some types of 

works that can be categorized as literature such as drama, poem and poetry also 

novel. 

 Novel is one of literary works with narrative forming prose with a long shape 

that contains characters, actions and values. The word novel itself comes from Italian 

(novella) that has a meaning of little new thing. Further, Forster in Goodyer (2008) 

defines that novel is any prose of at least 50.000 words which means that is more 

complicated than short story. Moreover, Nurhayatun (2016) said that novel has a 

function to describe all aspects of human behavioral towards society, such as moral 

values that reflected from the conflict amongst the characters.  
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 Based on the definition above, it can be concluded that novel is literary works 

that includes characters, fiction events and location that comes up from author 

imaginations’ into long story. It is also includes some problems, social issues, 

educational and moral values that reflected from human daily life. 

 

2.2. Elements of Novel 

  Elements of novel are divided into two types there are extrinsic elements and 

intrinsic elements. The previous researcher, Izzah (2017) explained extrinsic elements 

are the elements that are beyond of the works, but indirectly affect the building and 

system of a novel. She also mentioned that intrinsic elements are the elements that 

build the literary work itself. It is (directly) participate and build the story. 

Nurgiyantoro in Izzah (2017) mentioned the intrinsic elements of novel are theme, 

plot, setting, characterization, point of view, etc. The researcher only point up five 

elements of novel, namely: theme, plot, conflict, characters, setting and each of them 

is described in the following parts: 

2.2.1 Theme 

 Theme is a message about life from the author to a reader, it could be the 

central message “moral of the story”, and underlying the meaning of a fictional piece. 

Theme in a novel is its underlying idea that the author is presenting. Some authors 

stated the theme of the story clearly, but some others not. Often the theme can be 
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easily seen from the title. Yet, there also story that requires us to read the whole story 

to get what the theme is, It brings the story more alive and has a means. 

2.2.2 Character 

 Character is a representation of figure, person and animal that involved in 

some literary work especially novel. It is typically defined as the person who plays a 

certain role of the story. Besides, Koesnosoebroto in Nurhayatun (2016) divided it 

into two kinds there are main character and minor character. Main character is person 

who takes a central role in the story as well as the most expressed and noticeable 

character. Meanwhile, minor character has less dominant role.  

 Further, character is divided into two as based on the role there are protagonist 

and antagonist. Protagonist is a main character who generates the action of the story 

and engages the reader’s interest as well as empathy. Otherwise, antagonist is the one 

who opposes the protagonist.  

2.2.3 Plot 

 Plot is the important part in the novel or other literary works that used to 

describe the events or the main part story. In essence, there are five elements of plots 

namely, the beginning, the rising action, the climax, the falling action and the 

resolution.  The beginning is the intro part of the story where the characters and 

setting are establish. Second is the rising action which occurs when a series of events 

built up to the conflict. The third plot is the climax or the main point where the events 

of the story becomes the highest interest and emotion for the reader. The fourth 
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element is falling action. It is about the events and complications begin to resolve. 

The last element of plot is the resolution or conclusion which means the end of the 

story. 

2.2.4 Setting 

 Setting is one of element in novel or literary works that shows the places, time 

and environment where the story taken. According to Abrams (1999), as quoted in 

Izzah (2017) “Setting is the general locale, historical time, and social circumstances 

in which its action occurs”. Setting is very important in build the whole story up. It 

also gives the information to the readers about the place and the time of the story. 

Izzah (2017) also add in some literary works, setting help in a creating atmosphere or 

mood that can influence the reader as well as the characters.  

2.2.5 Conflict 

 Conflict is the element that tells the problems or struggles in the story. It is 

happen in reality.  People in their daily life will certainly encounter problems and 

disputes with their social or with the environment. It happens because everyone has a 

difference conceptual background that can lead to a difference of opinion. According 

to Koesnosoebroto in Izzah (2017), there are three kinds of conflicts that will be 

explained below:  

 a.)Psychological Conflict or internal conflict is a conflict between 

people and themselves. It happens when a person has to choose between two 

difficult options, get distressing and pressure in life. In the literary works, this 
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conflict can be shown when the characters feel sad, angry, and curious or 

confuse as the result of depressing feeling. Typically, the characters will do 

such extreme things as the solution when they have great depression. 

 b.) Physical Conflict is a conflict which is related with the nature 

around the characters. Usually, it occurs between the characters and the 

weather, the object, and the activities. As quoted in Izzah (2017) this conflict 

happens in the environment surrounding people such as when people want to 

does something but they find some obstacles. In addition, this conflict may 

finish when the characters can fight with the difficulty, which can be their 

challenger. 

 c.)Social Conflict is a conflict happens between the characters. Most 

of social conflict happens because misunderstanding between characters that 

caused different perceptions. For example, there are different opinions in one 

group that cause the damage of the relationship. Moreover, this conflict can be 

resolve by means of good communication. 

2.3. Moral Value 

 Moral values are one of the values of life that focuses on one's attitude and 

character. In additions, the researcher said moral values are essential that determine 

individuals’ perception of morality and moral consciousness in society (George & 

Uyanga, 2014:41). Nurhayatun (2016) concluded that moral values are the basic 

terms that used by society to consider the things like “right or wrong” and “desirable 
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or undesirable” which should be done by every people in order to behave their habit, 

action, relation toward God and culture along with their social life. From the 

explanations above, the researcher concluded that moral values are the value of life 

that reflects humans’ character in social life.  

2.3.1. Types of Moral Value 

 Nisak in Nurhayatun (2016) quoted that moral values are separated into many 

kinds that are explained below: 

1. Bravery  

 Bravery is ability to fight danger or endure pain or hardship without giving in 

to fear. Bravery occurs when people are feeling encouraged. Therefore, the courage 

here will trigger the occurrence of bravery. Nurhayatun (2016) said that brave person 

is someone who has strong desires to face the danger, pain, problems, difficulties, and 

intimidation firmly.  

2. Kindhearted 

 Kindhearted is an attitude of people who shows the feeling of sympathy, wise 

and generous to others. Someone with this attitude will show a good and charitable 

behavior to others. According to Nurhayatun (2016), this moral value is the most 

favorable one amongst other moral values generated within the societies.  
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3. Trustworthiness 

 Trustworthiness is a feeling where people trust their partner in relationship 

that they will reach a specific interdependent goal together. Nurhayatun (2016) stated 

that this moral value is influenced by information about an individual’s oral character. 

Trustworthiness also can be seen from the actions of the character such as, always tell 

the truth, listen to other opinions before speak and extend trust.  

4. Honesty 

 Honesty is one of moral values that shows the truth without manipulate 

everything from the facts.Being an honest person means never lie to anyone, also can 

be trusted by everyone. Moreover, Channer in Nurhayatun (2016) add there are three 

kinds of honesty there are, being honest to others regarding actions, being honest 

opinions and feelings, and being honest with our self.   

5. Love and Affection 

 Love is feeling and strong affection to other person or something. Meanwhile, 

affection is the emotional condition of liking or loving someone or something very 

much. Often, someone expresses or shows their love and affection by giving more 

attention and always complementing their partners. There are also people who 

sacrifice their self to show their love and affection for someone they love.  
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6. Humbleness 

 Nurhayatun (2016) stated that humble is a feeling of secure, accepting the 

identity and belief that every people in this world equal and has rights to do 

everything. Someone with humbleness moral value will certainly help and defend 

weak people also prioritize fairness. The previous researcher also mention that there 

are 4 habits that humble person have which are situational aware, retain relationship, 

making difficult decisions ease, and put other first.  

7. Steadfastness 

 Steadfastness is a situation where someone obeys something that is bound by 

a promise or mission. It can be conclude that someone with steadfastness moral value 

is a person who is assertive in his work and position, also quick in making decision. 

Steadfastness also can be shown with communicate politely with other people; never 

underestimate others, also always ready with alternatives in every conditions.   

8. Thankfulness 

 Thankfulness moral value is a feeling that shows someone’s gratitude for 

something that happened around or towards others. It is kind of a big appreciation for 

what God has given to someone’s life. Consequently, someone with thankfulness 

moral value always shows respect to others, never complain about something that 

given from others especially from God and shows gratitude to others. 
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9. Cooperativeness 

 Cooperativeness is one of moral value that has evolved in increasing the 

success of productivity in social environment. Nurhayatun (2016) said that people 

with this moral value are allowed to understand the essence of togetherness, 

especially when doing something that relate to their societies. Furthermore, 

cooperative person can depict as someone who loves to work as a team, can respect 

others opinions and more concerned with the success of the group. 

10. Responsibility 

 Responsibility is an effort where someone is able to do and finish the job 

properly as expected. In addition, there are three types of responsibility as written in 

Nurhayatun (2016) first is personal responsibility that create and makes an effort to 

achieve the goals, second is social responsibility that responsible to the societies , and 

environmental responsibility that takes the consequences toward the situation. 

Mostly, people with this moral value will accept any consequences that will occur in 

their works. 

  

 

 

 




