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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION  

This chapter provides the general outline of this study. It covers research 

background, research problems, research objectives, scope and limitation, research 

significance, and also definition of key terms related to the topic of this research. 

1.1 Research Background 

Literature is one part of language which usually used to describe expression 

through written. According to West (2010), literature is an imagination or creative 

writing, especially of recognized artistic value. She also said that literature is the art 

of occupation of literary writer. Rees (in Ade & Okunoye: 2014) concluded that 

literature is a permanent expression in words of several thoughts or feelings in ideas 

about world life. There are some parts or literary works which can be categorized as it 

such as, poem, poetry, drama, and novel. 

 Novel is one of literary works which presents some stories that contain 

characters, actions and values. In novel also includes many moral values that we can 

take as the learning process in real life. Besides enjoying story from novel, the reader 

can also be aware of the implicit message of the novel. Furthermore, reading a novel 

can increase students’ knowledge and comprehension about the kinds of characters, 

some cultures, social conflict, and moral values which exist in novel. 
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For this study, the researcher take a novel as an object of research because a novel 

also includes many moral values, characters and condition of society which is 

appropriate with the topic of this study. According to George & Uyanga (2014:41), 

“Moral values are taught in moral education as certain acceptable, valuable and 

cherished qualities that are worthwhile in developing a sound character”. In additions, 

they said moral values are essential values that determine individuals’ perception of 

morality and moral awareness in society. It include truthfulness, patience, agreement, 

honesty, integrity, hard work, responsibility, respect, tolerance, loyalty, public 

enthusiasm, freedom, respect of human life and the dignity of people. Others include 

justice, fairness and equality.  

Moral value is the topic in this study that is taken by the researcher. It is 

important to be discussed because it determines individuals’ perception in society. 

Moral value can be a guide in peoples’ lives as they improve their character in 

society. They can decide whether something is good or bad for them by learned moral 

value.       

In the previous study, Nurasfiatul Izzah (2017) choose The Rainbow Troops novel 

as the object of her study and analyzed the integrity of moral value conducted by Bu 

Mus as a teacher. The previous studies just focused on one kind of moral value in one 

character and the impact of integrity moral value. The previous researcher also 

mentioned that having integrity is a must for every people. In addition, the researcher 

believes that moral values are the important thing in society to build individual 
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personality and character. Based on the previous study, the researcher wants to find 

kind of moral values depicted by the main characters in The Little Prince novel.    

Moreover, the researcher chooses a novel entitled The Little Prince by Antoine 

De Saint-Exupery because this novel has many aspects that can be analyzed such as 

social conflict, moral values and etc. In this novel, there are some moral values 

reflected by main characters. However, the researcher only focuses to analyze two 

main characters’ moral values named Little Prince and Airman. Little Prince is a 

small boy from another planet who lost in Sahara Desert. In another way, an Airman 

is a pilot who had accident in the desert and met the little prince. By knowing the 

moral values of this novel, the researcher hopes the readers can take the positive 

moral values and use it in their life. Based on the reason above, the researcher intends 

to analyze more about The Little Prince and Airman’s’ moral values as main 

characters in The Little Prince. Hence, the researcher conducts this study entitled “An 

Analysis of Moral Values Reflected by The Main Characters in “The Little Prince” 

Novel by Antoine De Saint-Exupery”. 
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1.2 Research Problems 

Related to the research background, the problems to be examined in the present 

study are formulated as follows: 

1. What kind of moral values are reflected by Little Prince in “The Little Prince” 

novel by Antoine De Saint-Exupery ? 

2. How does the implication of moral values toward main characters ? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

In line with the aforementioned research problems, the research objectives are 

formulated as follows: 

1. To find out kind of moral values that are reflected by Little Prince in The Little 

prince novel by Antoine De Saint-Exupery. 

2. To describe the implication of moral values toward main characters. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is The Little Prince novel written by Antoine De Saint-

Exupery. The writer focuses on analyzing the moral values that is reflected by main 

characters also the implication of the main characters’ moral value that found in the 

novel. The limitation of this study is the main characters parts named Little Prince 

and an Airman in The Little Prince novel. 
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1.5 Research Significance 

Theoretically, the researcher expects this study can increase the knowledge of 

literature especially about novel and moral value. Practically, this study is expected to 

be useful for the reader especially the students of English Language Education 

Department who want to know more about novel and moral value. The researcher 

also hopes that this study can be used as reference for future researcher who wants to 

conduct the similar research. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding on certain terms, the researcher would like to give 

some definition of key terms used in this study. The definitions of the key terms are: 

1. Novel is a long work o narrative prose fiction, because o its length; a novel can 

picture life with all of its richness, complexity, and contradiction ( Macmillan in 

Fadhilah 2013). 

2. Message is a lesson which is delivered by author to the readers about the main 

meaning of literary work throwing a story (Nurgiyantoro in Alfian 2016).  

3. Moral Values are one of the values of life that focuses on one's attitude and 

character. In additions, the researcher said moral values are essential values that 

determine individuals’ perception of morality and moral consciousness in society. 

(George & Uyanga, 2014:41). 



6 

 
 

4.  Novel The Little Prince is a classic tale of equal appeal to children and adult 

written by Antoine De Saint-Exupery which was first published in 1943, the year 

before the author’s death in action. 


