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CHAPTER II 

  

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

 In this chapter, the writer presents some literarture related to thesis. It 

covers morphology, morpheme and word formations in English.  

 

2.1 Morphology 

 According to Katamba (1993), morphology is the study of word structure. 

Beside, according to Audring and Masini (2018), morphology is grammar of words. It 

includes the form and strucuture of words, their meaning, the relations between words, 

and the ways new (complex) words are formed. According to Aronoff and Fudeman 

(2011), morphology refers to the mental system involved in word formation or to the 

branch of linguistic that deals with words, their internal structure and ho they are formed.   

 From the definition above, it can be concluded that morphology is study of 

linguistic that discuss about word structure which how the word are formed or 

how the word are put together from smaller parts become has new meaning. For 

example, the English word unacceptable is formed from accept, it is added from 

negative prefix un- and suffix -able.  

 

2.2 Morpheme  

 According to Stockwell and Minkova (2001), the word morpheme itself is 

made up of two morphemes: morph “form, shape” and -eme “meaningful.” So 

morpheme is a meaningful unit of form. The essential point about morphemes is that 

they cannot be changed further into smaller meaningful units: they are themselves the 
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smallest ones. Furthermore, the term morpheme is used to  refer the smallest, 

indivisible units of semantics content or grammatical function which words are 

made up of. By definition, according to Katamba (1994) a morpheme cannot 

decomposed into smaller units which are either meaningful by themselves or mark 

a grammatical function like singular or plural number in the noun.  

 From the definitions above, the writer can concluded that morphemes are 

the smallest unit of meaning and the smallest units of grammatical analysis in the 

language which even a particular sound or string of sound is to be regarded as a 

manifestation of a morpheme depends on the word in which it appears. A 

meaningful unit consists of a word, such as boy, or a word element, such as -er in 

player, it cannot be divided into smaller meaningful units.  

 

2.2.1 Free Morpheme 

Free morpheme is a morpheme that can stand alone to function as words.  

Its morpheme can occur on their own without any morpheme necessarily attached 

to them and thoroughly independent words which has meaning. For example: the, 

goal, leave, value, and bid. Beside, compounds words that made up of two free 

morphemes. For example: goalkeeper, keyboard, and smartphone. It is 

understood that free morpheme is morpheme that can stand alone as word. It does 

not need other morphemes.  

 

2.2.2 Bound Morpheme 

Bound morpheme is a morpheme that can only be attached to another  a part of 

word or cannot stand alone. They do need other word because that morpheme cannot 
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stand alone as a meaning. For example: in- as insane, un- as unclear, dis- as disappoint, -

ful as careful, -able as believable, -ly as mainly, and -ment as management.  

 

2.3  English Word Formation  

In morphology, according to Nordquist (2019) word formation is refered to 

the ways in how new words are made on the basis of other words or morphemes. 

Every time a new word occurs, it carries new meaning from borrowed or derived 

from another grammatical structure which consist of one morpheme. There are 

kinds of word formation in English. 

a. Compounding  

 In English grammar, according to Nordquist (2019) compounding is the 

process of combining two words to create a new word (commonly a noun, verb, or 

adjective). Also it can be “put together”. Compounds are written sometimes as 

one words (sunglasses), sometimes as two hypehenated words (life-threatening), 

and sometimes as two separate words (football stadium). There are four kinds of 

compound words based semantic classification:  

1. Endocentric, it means A (modifier) + B (head) denoted a special kind of B. 

The head (B) determines the category and also contrains the meaning of 

compounds. Example: bathtowel is compounded from modifier bath and 

head towel. It means a towel used after bathing.  

2. Exocentric, it defines A + B denoted where the meaning of the head does 

not predict the meaning of the compound. Examples: facebook is 

compounded from root word face and book, they do not mean a book has a 

face sketch but it means one of kind a social media. 
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3. Copulative, A+B defines as semantic heads of what A and B denote. Example: 

bittersweet is compounded from two semantic heads bitter and sweet. It means a 

flavor of food or drink, sweet with bitter aftertaste.   

4. Appositional, A+B provide different descriptions for the same referent. 

Example: actor-director is compounded from two different semantic head 

becomes one referent, actor-director refer to an actor who also acts as a 

director. 

b. Derivation 

 Derivation is the process of creating a new word out of an old word, 

usually by adding a prefix or a suffix (Nordquist, 2019). In prefixes like dis- or 

un- usually the main word does change the meaning to create becomes negative. 

For examples kind becomes unkind. The word “kind” is added with prefixes -un 

as negative meaning or also known as not. Beside, suffixes, like -action, -ness 

usually change the main word also creating new word. Another examples, kind 

become kindness, it is clear that suffix -ness  then the word “kind” has changed 

becomes different meaning. The definition is slightly changed but the main word 

is still closely related with the final word.  

c. Blending  

 Blending is the process of forming a word by combining two parts of 

words into one. In blending, these words are usually created to describe a new 

invention that combines the definitions. For examples, the word infotainment is 

blended from word information with entertainment, emoticon (emotion + icon), 

motel (motor + hotel), and fanzine (fan + magazine). 
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d. Clipping 

 Clipping is a word formation process in which a word of more than one 

syllable is reduced to form new words. Clipping is divided into three types. The 

three types of clipping are fore-clipping, middle clipping, and back clipping.  

Fore-clipping is removing the beginning of word as in phone from the word 

telephone. Middle clipping is keeping the middle of a word as flu from the word 

influenza. Back clipping is removing the end of word as ad from the word 

advertisement.  

e. Reduplication 

 Reduplication is a change of vowel or initial consonant. It is the process of 

forming a new word by doubling morpheme. Katamba (1994) observed that 

nothing is more natural than the prevalence of reduplication, the repetition of the 

base of a word in part or in its entirely. Also, he observed though rare found that 

reduplication in English, for example: harum-scarum, sing-song, roly-poly, and 

pooh-pooh.  

f. Abbreviation and Acronym 

 Abbreviation and acronym are shortening forms of words or phrases. As 

we know, an abbreviation is indicated the whole of typically a shortened form of 

words or phrase, such as Prof for Professor, Dr. for Doctor and many other 

abbreviations. Then, an acronym is a sequence of initial letters from a phrase that 

from another word. Acronym usually can be scientific term, organization name, or 

idea which can create new words that are commonly used. For example, radar is 

an acronym of radio detection and ranging, scuba (self-contained underwater 



12 
 

 

breathing apparatus), gif (graphics interchange format). Also, there are initialisms 

which slightly distinguish with acronyms. Technically, initialism are connecting a 

series of initial words or phrase without pronounced as a word. For example, 

UCL (UEFA Champions league), NBA (Nasional Basketball Assosiation), MLS 

(Major League Soccer).  

g. Borrowing 

 Borrowing is the process of a lending word from one language is adapted for 

use in another. English has adapted the major parts of many vocabularies from Greek, 

Latin, French and dozens of other languages. For example, drama and comedy from 

Greek, alibi from Latin, and many other words. English become a major donor 

language that the leading source of borrowings for many other languages. For example 

the word inovation in English to be inovasi in Bahasa Indonesia. 

h. Coinage   

 Coinage is invneted a new word in the word formation process either 

deliberately or accidentally without using the other word formation processes and 

often from seemingly nothing. For example, some coinage are found in 

commercial products aspirin, nylon, xerox, and google. Word google used in 

mean “find information using the internet.” 

i. Back Formation 

 Back formation is a the process of forming new word derived from a more 

complex form by deleting actual or supposed affixes from another word, basically 

making longer word becomes shortened word. For example, babysitter becomes 

babysit, revision becomes revise. 
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j. Inflection 

 Inflection is the study of the processes such as affixation and vowel 

change that distinguish the forms of word in certain grammatical categories 

(Nordquist, 2019). It does not change the meaning but add gramatical informtion. 

So, inflection in English includes the genetive „s: the plural -s. For example, 

referees has plural meaning of referee, the third person singular -s, such as Kevin 

scores a goal, -s in scores denoted that the word used by Kevin as third person 

singular, the past tense -d, ed. For example, she watched a movie, -ed in watched 

indicate as past tense, the negative particle -n‟t. Such as I don‟t believe her, don‟t 

is combined from do and not, the comparative -er for example bigger, and the 

superlative -est. For example, the highest. 

 

 

 

 


