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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

The purpose of this chapter is to review some related theories which will be used 

for establishing the framework underlying the study. The topics to be discussed are 

teaching vocabulary for the young learner, kinds of problems in teaching vocabulary, 

solutions to the problem in teaching vocabulary, and causes of the problem in teaching 

vocabulary. 

2.1  Teaching Vocabulary for Young Learners 

Teaching vocabulary aims to help learners understand the concepts of unfamiliar 

words, gain many words and be able to communicate effectively. (Henry, 2007) states 

out that vocabulary is one of the important elements in learning English to make the 

communication understand easier. According to (Schmitt, Norbert & Diane, 2014), 

“High-frequency vocabulary is extremely useful for learners, and so should be 

explicitly addressed”. The students cannot have good comprehension without having a 

large number of vocabulary. Moeller, Ketsman & Masmaliyeva (2009) state, 

“Vocabulary is central to the learning and teaching of a second language as it affords 

learners access to all forms of oral and written communication that includes literature, 

music, and content knowledge”. 

Besides, there is no policy stating that vocabulary should be taught since 

kindergarten. Meanwhile, English subject only should be taught in extra-curricular at 

the primary level. For that, young learners have a good ability to memorize everything. 
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Thus, so it is good for the teacher to teach vocabulary in the elementary level. A 

research conducted by Jalongo (2010) found that young children needed to be actively 

engaged in vocabulary development if they were to remember new words and began to 

grasp the multiple, nuanced meanings of words.  

According to (Harmer, 2000), “more importantly, the computerized analysis of 

language data by lexicographer and researchers has resulted in the ability to work on 

vocabulary with considerably more confidence”. Based on a corpus of millions of 

words, the computer can give information about, how often words are used and in what 

linguistic context. As a result of that knowledge, it is reasonably easier to discuss 

vocabulary, word meaning, word-use extension, collocation, and the grammar of 

words. 

Teaching vocabulary is more than just presents the words. The importance of 

vocabulary is determined daily in and out of school. In the classroom, achieving 

students possess the most acceptable vocabulary. In English as a second language and 

a foreign language teaching, vocabulary plays a vital role in all skills such as reading, 

writing, listening and speaking. Recent research indicates that “teaching vocabulary 

may be problematic because many teachers are not confident about the best practice in 

vocabulary teaching and at times do not know where to begin to form an instructional 

emphasis on word learning” (Berne & Blachowicz, 2008). The teachers should be more 

aware to teach vocabulary subjects because it is something new and different from 

native students. Also, they have to concern that teaching vocabulary to young learners 

will be different from teaching adults. It is because they have the different 
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characteristics and interests. So, the teacher should prepare an attractive technique in 

order to gain young learner attention. Referring to the theory of gaining a target 

language, Krashen (1985: 8) in teaching English as a foreign language differentiates 

two different ways of gaining a target language: acquisition and learning.  

In learning vocabulary, the students should know that several words seem easier 

to learn than others. Some points that make the words harder to learn than others are 

pronunciation, spelling, and grammar. Sabiqoh (2016) states that “teaching vocabulary 

is very essential; especially for understanding English in the class in which the teacher 

should pay attention to the teaching by choosing and applying some teaching 

techniques and media which are suitable for the students’ needs based on curriculum 

through some phases”. 

2.2 Non-Linguistic Problems in Teaching Vocabulary 

According to Kasbolah (1993), there are four elements of non-linguistic aspects 

that cannot be ignored in teaching English vocabulary namely; the role of the teacher, 

student, motivation,  as well as school and community. 

2.2.1 Role of the Teacher 

Teachers’ role is very crucial because they need to introduce the new vocabulary by 

using appropriate techniques. Teaching vocabulary is one of the most serious parts of 

teaching English as a foreign language, (Alqahtani, 2017). A lot of teachers get the 

difficulty in augmenting students’ vocabulary because they tend to have less creativity 

in building the classroom atmosphere to be more cheerful and attractive for the students 

(Wati & Syafei, 2013). Based on (Thakur, 2003) there are six problems that come from 

English vocabulary teachers namely: (1)  overcrowded classes, (2) lack of competence 
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teacher, (3) faulty method of teaching, (4) non-availability of good textbook, (5) apathy 

to new techniques and procedure, and (6) inadequate provision of teaching aids.   

2.2.2 Student   

A research conducted by Rahmawati (2011) found that one of the non-linguistic 

problems in teaching vocabulary to young learners is students. The students are 

likewise the factor that assumes a role in teaching learning exercises. Along these lines, 

the teacher should know the state of their understudies. Children are easy to get 

distracted, it means that it will be easy for them to lose attention during the teaching 

and learning process in the classroom. 

2.2.3 Motivation 

Motivation is someone’s willingness to attain an objective backed by effort. 

The teacher should offer the motivation to the learners in the teaching and learning 

process. According to Wlodkowski and Jaynes (1990) in the book “Eager to Learn”, 

motivation, in general, is a limited supply of energy that must be judiciously dispensed 

among ourselves and our world. If learners are motivated to learn something, they can 

cooperate much more than the anticipated expertise. On the other side, if learners are 

not interested in studying something, the outcome of teaching may not be achieved. So, 

it could be said that motivation likes fuel for students to encouraged them to study.  

2.2.4 The school and Community 

 The school and community are also an essential thing in the teaching process. A 

good school consists of completed facilities or equipment to support the teaching and 

learning process such as a library, laboratory and multimedia room, etc. Meanwhile, 
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the community is an environment that can support the learner to learn English for 

example, native English teacher provided, the teacher who can speak English all the 

time, the students who are brave enough to speak English inside and outside the 

classroom. 

 In brief, the problems of teaching vocabulary are the things that we have to focus 

on, it can be seen above the problems come from the basics of teaching and learning 

process. Vocabulary is one of the difficult elements for teaching English, especially for 

Indonesian students because of it as a foreign language. 

2.3 Causes of Non-Linguistic Problems in Teaching Vocabulary 

Hasanah (in cahyono, 1997) mentions there are two kinds of factors that may 

contribute to the teaching and learning process, which are internal and external factors 

2.3.1 Internal Factors 

There are three elements of internal factor that constitute the causes of teaching 

problems 

a. Less vocabulary mastery 

Vocabulary, in addition to grammar and pronunciation, is one of the language 

elements considered necessary for language mastery. Vocabulary that has been 

considered as the head of the language is not always considered as valued when English 

is taught in school or other formal classes. The teacher still has a small number of 

vocabulary understanding, it can be seen they still mix the language into Bahasa while 

teaching and learning process in the classroom. 
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b. Inability of pronunciation problem 

In teaching English, the teacher has to pronounce the words correctly. If the teacher 

makes the wrong pronunciation the students will not easily understand what the teacher 

is talking about. 

Overall, those internal factors are the often things that we see in daily life 

especially in elementary school and it will affect student vocabulary understanding. It 

is also not every teacher who put full attention when they have to teach English 

vocabulary for young learners.        

2.3.2 External Factors 

There are five elements of external factors that constitute the non-linguistic 

problems, namely less motivation, the teacher teaching method, large students and 

uninteresting topics. 

a. Less Motivation 

Teaching English vocabulary is not the easy thing it can be assumed that vocabulary 

is one of the difficult subjects for elementary school. Then, the teacher should motivate 

and encourage them to be active to study by giving reinforcement and reward. 

According to (Prijambodo, 2000) states that the teacher’s motivation and teacher’s 

attitude are a major problem in the continuance of a student’s motivation.  

b. The teacher 

Teacher role as a facilitator by giving some theories and explanations. The teacher 

must turn the classroom into a positive and fun learning experience, and also the teacher 

should know the suitable strategies in teaching English vocabulary to their students. 
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By this far, in Indonesia, there is no specific requirement for English teachers who 

teach young learner. We can see so many teachers in Kindergarten or elementary school 

come from various educational background. This might become a challenge for teacher 

who teaches young learners. Berne & Blachowicz (2008) recent research indicates that 

“teaching vocabulary may be problematic because many teachers are not confident 

about the best practice in vocabulary teaching and at times do not know where to begin 

to form an instructional emphasis on word learning”. 

c. Teaching method 

Most of the teachers still use a traditional way to teach vocabulary. Traditionally, 

much vocabulary instruction has involved some variety of a definitional approach, 

students learn definitions or synonyms for instructed words. 

d. Large of the number student 

If the number of the student is too much, the teacher will be difficult to teach because 

usually, the student in the back row are noisy. The cause also comes from the teacher 

who lacks class management. 

e. Uninteresting topics 

If the teacher does not give the topic that is suitable for the students’ need the 

students might not pay attention to the material and of course it influences their 

understanding toward the material. In the latest years, teaching English to young 

learners has become crucial in dealing with curriculum growth in Indonesia. However, 

it is not always an easy task to teach young learner. many considerations on how to 
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teach and what to teach should be considered. Indeed, kids are physically and mentally 

distinct from adults.  

Lastly, external factors cannot be ignored, not every teacher who teaches English 

come from English educational background, they come from various educational 

background. Also, stereotypes regarding English that hard to be understood and 

become a hard subject for young learners still cannot be solved until this time. 

2.4 Solution of Non-Linguistic Problems in Teaching Vocabulary 

According to Ur (1996), there are some ways for the teacher to solve the problems. 

2.4.1 Using Audio Visual 

The students who are considered as young learners enjoy studying language through 

loads of cheerful activities in a bright and colorful room.  Based on Noeritta Kuattiningsih 

who wrote “The Use of Songs to Teach English Vocabulary to Year 2 Students of SD Negeri 

Sekip I Surakarta “. In her research, she found that through songs as a technique to teach 

vocabulary can overcome the students‟ problem effectively. They can easily memorize the 

new words and their meaning, they can also pronounce the words correctly, make the 

students relax, make the class more productive, and help the teacher to handle the class. So, 

she concluded that teaching vocabulary through cartoon films can increase the students‟ 

vocabulary mastery. 

2.4.2 Teaching vocabulary using objects 

This technique can help learners remember vocabulary better because objects and 

pictures are very reliable and visual techniques can act as a reminder of words. Sabiqoh 
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(2017) “teacher should choose and apply teaching techniques and media are suitable with 

the students’ needs based on the curriculum”. The teacher can use any games to boost 

student attention while learning English vocabulary which is crossword puzzle or using any 

media such as flashcards. The latter can be used again and again if it is covering by plastic. 

Using pictures for teaching English vocabulary to connect students’ prior knowledge to a 

news story, and in the process, help them to learn new words. 

2.4.3 Make a careful choice of topic and task to stimulate interest 

In teaching vocabulary, the teacher should choose the words that needed to 

communicate in daily life. “Teachers need to start from the most frequently-used words, 

meaning that information on vocabulary frequency lists are necessary” Cahyono & 

Widiati (2008). Teacher can teach vocabulary about the word on a daily basis or to 

communicate purposes and be more careful to select the word that will teach. It is because 

of “teaching vocabulary is clearly more than just presenting new words” (Harmer).  

In conclusion, there are many ways to help the English teacher to support her 

teaching and learning process in the classroom. We are focusing on teaching English 

vocabulary, teacher can use any appropriate technique to increase student understanding. 

Teacher should be more careful and have full attention regarding the topics that she wants 

to teach in the classroom.  

 

 

 


