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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the research background, research problems, research 

objectives, research significance, scope and limitation and definition of the key terms. 

1.1 Research Background 

      According to Moeller, Ketsman & Masmaliyeva (2009), “vocabulary is central 

to the learning and teaching of a second language as it affords learners access to all 

forms of oral and written communication that include literature, music, and content 

knowledge”. Additionally, vocabulary improvement influences the learners’ 

comprehension of the significance of words and their ability to utilize it in each 

condition. Indeed, they need to produce their words to express their feeling. This 

statement is also supported by (Cahyanto, 2013) who stated that teaching vocabulary 

aims at enabling the learners to understand the concepts of unfamiliar words, to gain a 

greater number of words and to use words successfully for communicative purposes. 

Teaching vocabulary will improve some aspects of learning English, such as having 

many options of words to write something and being more confident to speak. (Huyan 

& Nga, 2003). 

Teaching English for an early age is one good step to make them familiar with 

that language. Also, teaching English vocabulary is needed because it is one of the 

language components that the students should master. According to Linse (2005), in 

order to master English skills, students must know the vocabulary of the language like 

makes a list of words with their meaning because it supports the improvement of their 
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language skills. The focus should be on the vocabulary for young learners because it 

can help them understand the basis of studying English and prepare to study English at 

a higher level (Febriani, 2016). Students are confronted with the problem of forgetting 

the words immediately after the teacher has elicited their meaning, or after they have 

looked them in the dictionary. This, in turn, can be the cause of the lack of vocabulary. 

Teaching English, especially vocabulary, is not an easy thing because the 

teachers have to be able to master the material to be understood by students and make 

them interested and happy in the teaching and learning process in the classroom. 

Another problem of teaching vocabulary is that teachers use conventional techniques 

like translation and memorizing vocabulary lists, and it makes students difficult to 

master the vocabulary, (Irma, 2015). Furthermore, many teachers get difficulty in 

enriching students’ vocabulary because they tend to lack creativity in creating an 

attractive classroom atmosphere for the students.   

The teachers have an essential role in helping students improve their 

vocabulary. As (Lubis, 2017) writes in her thesis, “For teachers creating English 

teaching effectively and efficiently is not an easy job, therefore, that the English teacher 

must be able to organize teaching learning activities.”. Nowadays, one of the methods 

which is memorization is a good way to teach language to children at an early age to 

learn the English language. Children may get many words by listening to western 

music. Another attractive activity that might help students learn vocabulary is by using 

games which is scrabble. The teacher should select the games which are appropriate 

for students’ cognitive, physic and emotional development. Kurniawan (2004) says that 

elementary school students are very interested to play. 
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 The researcher wants to study about the non-linguistic problems in teaching 

vocabulary to young learner at SDN 02 Tlogomas, Malang, because vocabulary is an 

important aspect to develop the basic English skills. From the result of preliminary 

observation at SDN 02 Tlogomas Malang showed that there were some problems faced 

by the teacher in teaching vocabulary in the classroom. In general, the problems 

concern on non-linguistic problems such as the students had the difficulties to learn 

new words also the used of Bahasa Indonesia always happened during teaching and 

learning process. So, it needs more attention why the teaching vocabulary at that school 

is still unsuccessful. Besides, the researcher wanted to conduct her study at this school 

because it is one of the primary education that offers English as a subject to be taught. 

1.2 Research Problems 

       Based on the background of the study above, the research problems are stated as 

follows: 

1. What non-linguistic problems do the teacher face in teaching vocabulary at SDN 

02 Tlogomas Malang? 

2. What causes the non-linguistic problems faced by the teacher in teaching 

vocabulary at SDN 02 Tlogomas Malang? 

3. How does the teacher solve the non-linguistic problems in teaching vocabulary at 

SDN 02 Tlogomas Malang? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

      This research is primarily aimed at describing: 
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1. The non-linguistic problems the teacher faces in teaching vocabulary at SDN 02 

Tlogomas Malang. 

2. The causes of the non-linguistic problems faced by the teacher in second grade at 

SDN 02 Tlogomas Malang. 

3. The way the teacher solves the non-linguistic problems in teaching vocabulary at 

SDN 02 Tlogomas Malang. 

 

1.4  Research Significance  

       The result of the study is expected to give a contribution to teachers and other 

researchers. For teachers, the research findings hopefully give them a contribution to 

the solution of the non-linguistic problems in teaching vocabulary to young learners. 

For researchers, the result of the study is hoped to give them a reference for leading an 

exploration of the learning of vocabulary to young learners. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

     This study is focused on teaching vocabulary for young learners, more 

especially the problems in teaching vocabulary, the causes of the problems in teaching 

vocabulary and the ways to solve them. Furthermore, this study is limited to the non-

linguistic problems in teaching vocabulary to young learners in the second grade with 

one teacher who teaches English subjects at SDN 02 Tlogomas Malang.  

 

 



 

5 
 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

        To avoid misunderstanding of the key terms used in this study, it is necessary 

to define them as follows: 

Problem is anything that causes difficulties or needs much attention and thought. 

(Wallace & Charles: 2011). In this study, problem is the difficulty that the teacher faces 

during the teaching and learning process of Vocabulary subject in the classroom. 

“Teaching is a form of interpersonal influence aimed at changing the behavior 

potential of another person” Gage (2011). In this study, teaching is an activity that is 

done by the teacher that helps the students learn vocabulary in the classroom.  

Vocabulary is “the total number of words that are needed to communicate ideas 

and express the speakers' meaning”. (Alqahtani, 2015). In this study, vocabulary is a 

set of words used for language, and it is the basic language aspect that must be mastered 

before mastering English skills.  

Young Learners “are agreed to be children from five or six years old who are in 

the first year of elementary schooling to twelve years old of age” Bakhsh (2016). In 

this study, young learners are the students of Aisyah Bastamul Athtal 01 Kindergarten 

Malang.  

 

 

 

 

 


