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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter deliberates the background of the study, research questions, 

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope, and limitation, and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1 Research Background 

Listening has an important role in learning English because listening is 

one of the receptive skills besides reading. Moreover, this skill allows us to obtain 

sound information from the speaker. Receptive skill is the key skill in learning 

English, as listening will ease you in speaking fluently and before the learners can 

speak they need to be able to listen (Motallebi & Pourgharib, 2013). Listening has 

some important aspects to be considered in learning, it could be a simple activity 

but learner will find it more complex when they listen to a foreign language, 

especially English (Helgesen and Brown, 2012). Bradley-bennett (2007) cited that 

the key to improving pronunciation is listening, but listening in a context that is 

both comprehensible to the students and relevant to their lives beyond the 

classroom walls.  

Listening can be a solution in improving English accent, as accent is a 

unique way of speaking language. As stated by Behravan (2012) that 

dialect/accent refers to different ways of pronouncing/speaking a language within 

a community. Different pronunciation is the most dominant difference, Skibdahl 

and Svensäter (2012) cited that accent is thus based only on pronunciation, 

whereas a specific dialect is distinguished by the phonological sounds, 
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grammatical- and lexical differences and differences in pronunciation. Accent is 

an important component of speech and refers to the pronunciation of a particular 

language (Schneider, 2011). This makes accent learned unintentionally from our 

own language.  

The use of accent is affecting the students’ understanding of learning and 

listening to English. As stated by (Halimah, 2017) in her research The Language 

Attitude of English Language Education Department Students toward British 

English (RP) and American English (GA), in the educational aspect, the 

implication of accent results that it influences students’ language attitude. 

Whereas, the importance of understanding the language is done by 

comprehending the easier accent in learning English. It can be seen when students 

use English in communicating with others. A study conducted by Çekiç (2009), 

found that students prefer to use familiar and easier accents to improve their 

listening skills.  

As an example, (Dharma & Rudianto, 2009) have conducted research 

under the title “Indonesian EFL Students’ Attitudes toward Various English 

Accents and Their Own Accents” This research is quantitatively conducted in 

Satya Wacana Christian University (SWCU) in Salatiga. They use a close-ended 

and open-ended questionnaire as an instrument. The participant of this research 

was from English Department students chosen base on Purposive sampling. The 

result showed that native accents (American and British) received most of the 

positive attitudes. Between both accents, American English is in the first place to 

have positive attitudes. The possible reason shown in the research is because 
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British English is not commonly used in Indonesia. In Indonesia, the exposure 

toward American English is more than British English (Siregar, 2010). 

Another research by Siregar (2010) is analyzing the students’ attitude in 

Accents under the title “The Language Attitudes of Students of English Literature 

and D3 English at Maranatha Christian University toward American English, 

British English and Englishes in Southeast Asia, and their various contexts of use 

in Indonesia”. This research is conducted at Maranatha Christian University. The 

study employed a semi-structured interview and questionnaires. This resulted that 

American and British English is the most favorable Accent. From both accents, 

American English takes the first position as the most favorable Accent. Moreover, 

Indonesian students tend to favor more American English because of a lot of 

exposures of American English through television and movies. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher is intended to know the 

students’ preferred accent in learning listening subject at ELED University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.2 Research Questions 

Based on the research background above, the researcher states questions as 

follows:  

1. What is the 5th-semester students’ preferred accent in learning listening subject 

material? 

2. What is the 5th-semester students’ reason for preferring a certain accent in 

learning listening subject? 
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1.3 The Research Purpose 

The formulated aim of this current study are:  

1. To identify the 5th-semester students’ preferred accent accents in learning the 

listening subject. 

2. To recognize the 5th-semester ELED students' reason in preferring a certain 

accent.  

1.4 The Research Significance 

The impact of the study is planned to provide information to the following: 

a. For Lecturer 

The result of current research is estimated to be important information and 

reference to develop teaching strategies in listening subject. Lecturers are 

expected to know the easier accent to listen and the harder accent to learn.  

b. For the Future Lecturer  

The result of current research is estimated to inform the candidate lecturer 

in developing their listening teaching strategies. The candidate lecturers 

are expected to find the best teaching strategies in learning or using an 

accent for the listening subject.  

c. For ELED 

The result of current research is estimated as a reference for ELED to 

support the teacher in knowing what accent to emphasize and learn in the 

class. In order to develop ELED itself.  
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1.5 The Scope and Limitation 

This research is focused on British and American Accent. The limitation is on 

material used in Listening subject in 5th-semester students of ELED UMM 

1.6 The Definition of Key Term 

1. Preferrence 

Abdullah (2013) states, students tended to show positive attitudes toward 

their preferred accent.  

2. Accent 

Accent is the way how people speak and to show where they are from. 

Accent can be a way to ease people in understanding the meaning. 

(Kooijman, 2017) 

3. Listening  

One of the most important subjects in learning receptive skills. (Bradley-

bennett, 2007) 

 


