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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the outline of the study include the Research 

Background, Research Objective, Scope and limitation, Research Significant, and 

Definition of key terms. 

1.1 Research Background  

The implementation of peer observation is crucial before doing the 

teaching-learning process (Fletcher, 2017). It will be a significant step to confront 

the millennial era in teaching-learning. Besides, the materials provided by English 

teachers should be engaging, entertaining, up to date, and need more preparation 

before teaching. The teachers have to adapt the class condition and be open-

minded of what happens in the teaching-learning process (Pujiastuti, 2013). Based 

on that statement, the teachers have to prepare the materials, models, media, and 

the techniques related to teaching activities. For example, the teachers can 

confront a different atmosphere because the students come from diverse 

backgrounds, countries, classes, and interpersonal. Besides, the teachers have to 

know the learners’ target learning. Teachers should have proper preparation, so 

that, they can apply the right techniques in teaching-learning. 

Preparing to teach is difficult to do. Teachers have to make lesson plans, 

prepare the materials, make the new media, and practice teaching. The teachers' 

principal goals are to be the professional educators to increase the quality of 
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education. According to Husein (2015), the Indonesian government has 

implemented the program learning for in-service teachers in teacher profession 

education program. Therefore, teachers should have functional skills, pedagogy, 

personality, social interaction, and academy. It is the way to improve the 

academic qualification and competence of the teachers in a teaching-learning 

process.  

One of the ways to improve the professional teachers is through peer 

observation. According to Atkinson (2010), peer observation refers to a teacher or 

an observer watching and monitoring the classroom activities based on the lesson 

plan. Based on the statement, teachers get feedback from other teachers about how 

to prepare the materials and make a good interaction in the class. The teachers 

need some reflections to know the teachers' teaching performance. 

In applying peer observation, teachers need a discussion before teaching. 

In this case, peer observation is done in one group. It contains some teachers as 

commentators, one supervisor as a motivator to give feedback to the teachers, and 

one observer who observes the teachers in peer observation. Besides, the teachers 

and a supervisor are done a discussion about the lesson plan. It is the way to give 

feedback and suggestion based on some corrections. This step is very suitable for 

teaching English for young learners or primary school. 

There are some criteria that should be considered in teaching English to 

young learners. Young learners’ teachers should know the learner's personality 

and learning style (Ekin & Damar, 2013). Therefore, the teachers have to apply 
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something new in learning to make a pleasant atmosphere, condition, and 

interaction between the teacher and the learners.  

The first previous study about peer observation was conducted by Justin  

(2017). He investigated peer observation on the pedagogical content knowledge of 

the teachers who teach eleventh grades’ Statistics. In his research, he revealed that 

the teachers should consult to other teachers and supervisor. The other previous 

study was conducted by Sanif (2015). She studied about peer observation of 

teaching in ELT tertiary education system in Malaysia. She found that teachers 

have an effective class because they do some reflections, and get some feedback 

before doing the teaching learning activity. Therefore, doing peer observation 

before teaching is crucial. 

Based on the background, the first previous study focuses on peer 

observation in pedagogical content knowledge. Meanwhile, the second previous 

study focuses on social construction of peer observation in the university level. 

However, they have not yet discussed about lesson plans in teaching English, 

especially for young learners. Besides, peer observation has applied in English for 

the young learners program at the University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

Considering all the rationale, the researcher proposes the study under the title of 

the Implementation of Peer Observation in English teaching to Young Learners 

(EYL) Program at the University of Muhammadiyah Malang.  
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1.2 Research Problems 

Based on the research background, the research problems were formulated as 

follows: 

a. How peer observation is implemented in teaching English to young learners at 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

b. What are the benefits of peer observation for student-teachers in the EYL 

program at University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

c. What are the disadvantages while doing peer observation for student-teachers 

in the EYL program at University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

1.3 Research Objectives 

The objectives of this research are: 

a. To identify the peer observation implemented in teaching English for the 

young learner at the University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

b. To find out the benefits of peer observation for student-teachers in EYL 

program at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

c. To find out the disadvantages while doing peer observation for student-

teachers in EYL program at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study was investigating peer observation at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. Furthermore, the limitation focuses on peer observation 
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done by teachers who teach fifth grade of the EYL program at the University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang.  

1.5 Research Significance 

This study was expected to be beneficial for students, teachers, and future 

researcher. 

a. For Teachers 

The result of this research is expected to give insight and knowledge to the 

teachers about the importance of peer observation and collaboration in teaching, 

especially in English teaching. Besides, it can improve the quality of education 

and support the student teacher to enhance the likelihood of them staying in their 

job.  

b. For future researchers 

This study is expected to help future researchers in conducting a similar 

field of study particularly in EYL program of peer observation. 

 

1.6 Definition of key terms 

To avoid the misunderstanding of the reader, the researcher would like to 

present and explains the definition of the key terms. 

a.  Peer observation 

Peer observation is teachers' activities in working together before teaching 

to refine and increase their practice and support teachers to enhance student 
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(Department of Education and Training, 2018). It is concluded that every meeting, 

the teachers get feedbacks and suggestion related to the materials. Therefore, this 

activity makes increase teachers’ level and makes confidence in doing the 

teaching learning. 

b. Student-teacher 

Student-teachers are the student who studies about how to teach the 

learners and it is a part of the coaching in teaching, observes the classroom 

situation and condition in the teaching-learning process. 

c. Teaching English for Young Learner (TEYL) 

Teaching English for young learners is a program English course designed 

for young learners between 7-12 years old (Husein, 2015). It is concluded that this 

program is designed to teach young learners especially in English materials for 

first to sixth grade in elementary school level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


