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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents such topics as research background, research problems, 

research objectives, research significance, scope and limitation and definition of 

the key terms. 

1.1 Research Background 

Vocabulary is one of the important parts in learning a new language. Cameron 

(2001) says that vocabulary is one of the most important components of language 

learning for learners. This statement is supported by Chang and Gould (2008) who 

state that vocabulary knowledge helps to improve the language learning. In other 

words, the learners need to enrich the vocabulary knowledge to learn a language. 

Therefore, learning vocabulary is necessary for those who learn a new 

language. Learners need to have a lot of vocabulary in order to use the language 

which involves four language skills, namely reading, writing, listening, and 

speaking. This statement is in line with Thornburry (2000) who points out that very 

little can be conveyed without grammar, nothing can be conveyed without 

vocabulary. In short, having a better understanding of vocabulary can help learners 

communicate well. 

However, the difficulties in learning vocabulary are still experienced by 

learners. This statement is proven by the study conducted by Priyono (2004) which 

found that the main problem of Indonesian English foreign language learners is 

their limited vocabulary. In addition, Sarani and Kafipour (2008) found out that 
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even though learning vocabulary is important in foreign language learning, but 

learners still have limited learning strategy. Furthermore, Laufer (2003) shows that 

the lack of capability to use the strategy in learning vocabulary has affected 

learners’ fruitfulness in foreign language learning.  

Thus, the strategy in learning vocabulary is important. According to Nation 

(2001) vocabulary learning strategies will help the learners to acquire a large 

vocabulary and it useful for them in all language proficiencies. Then, Ghazal (2007) 

says that one way to decline the burden of challenges faced by foreign language 

learners is to help them by teaching them how to adjust vocabulary learning 

strategies.  

The previous research conducted by Waskito (2005) showed that the 

strategies that are used by students in learning vocabulary are cognitive strategy, 

meta-cognitive, memories strategies, affective strategy and social strategy. 

Moreover, Aryni (2010) found that the strategies which were used by the students 

in learning vocabulary included using dictionary, listening music, watching movies 

or English TV program, practicing with other students, memorizing, taking notes, 

reading English books, translating words, asking someone, attending course and the 

most dominant strategy used is using dictionary.  

Different from the previous study, the researcher is motivated to conduct a 

study in MA Al-Ma’arif Tulungagung because, based on her interview with the 

English teacher it was found that the students still had a problem in learning 

vocabulary. Thus, the researcher wants to know the students’ strategies, the 
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problems, and the way they solve their problem in learning vocabulary in MA Al-

Ma’arif Tulungagung. 

1.2 Research Problems 

Based on the background above, the research problems are states as follows: 

1. What strategies do the students use in learning vocabulary at MA Al-Ma’arif 

Tulungagung? 

2. What problems do the students face in using the strategies in learning 

vocabulary at MA Al-Ma’arif Tulungagung? 

3. How do the students solve the problems in using strategies in learning 

vocabulary at MA Al-Ma’arif Tulungagung? 

1.3 Research Objectives 

Based on the statement of the problems above, the purposes of the study are 

stated as follows: 

1. To find out the strategies that the students used in learning vocabulary at MA 

Al-Ma’arif Tulungagung  

2. To know the problems that the students face in using strategies in learning 

vocabulary at MA Al-Ma’arif Tulungagung  

3. To describe how the students solve the problems in using strategies in 

learning vocabulary at MA Al-Ma’arif Tulungagung 

1.4 Research Significance 

This research is expected to give the information to the students about the 

strategies that are used in learning vocabulary. Then, hopefully by knowing the 
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problems and the way the students solve the problems in using the strategies in 

learning vocabulary, the teacher can decide the best strategy that fit to the students 

and also know how to solve the problems. Lastly, this study is expected to be useful 

for the other researchers who conduct a similar study to get information about 

strategies in learning vocabulary. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

This study is focused on the strategies in learning vocabulary because it is an 

important component in learning a language, and without it, learners would face 

difficulties in learning the language. 

This research is limited to study on the students of ten grade at MA Al-Ma’arif 

Tulungagung. The researcher choose the students of ten grade because they had a 

problem in learning vocabulary and it based on the teacher recommendation. 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

The researcher presents the explanation of the key terms used in this study in 

order to avoid misunderstanding. The key terms are as follows: 

Strategy is some solutions to a problem or function, methods of action for 

achieving a specific purposes or designs for controlling and manipulating some data 

(Brown, 2007). In this study, strategy is a method that is used by the students to 

learn vocabulary. 

Learning is acquiring or gaining knowledge of a subject or a skill trough 

study, experience or instruction (Brown, 2007). In this study, learning is a process 

to get a knowledge of vocabulary. 
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Vocabulary is the knowledge of words and their meanings (Helena, 2007). In 

this study, vocabulary is a word that has a meaning which is needed to learn a new 

language. 

Problem is a difficulty to understand or deal with something (Oxford, 2010). 

In this study, problem is a trouble that is faced by students in learning vocabulary. 

MA Al-Ma’arif is an Islamic senior high school under investigation, which is 

Tulungagung. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


