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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

In this chapter, the researcher tries to explain the theory used in this study. 

The theory explained will be literature and social status.  

2.1. Literature 

This sub chapter focuses on literature theory. The researcher tries to define 

the definition of literature. Furthermore, the researcher also gives the genre of 

literature.  

2.1.1. Definition of Literature 

There are a lot of theories tried to define the meaning of literature. 

Pickering and Hoeper (1981) identified literature as language that deliberately 

structured in such a way as to have identifiable artistic qualities. The creation of 

literature is a uniquely human activity. Furthermore, literature can be a medium of 

translation. It is a translation from the author’s mind or experience to a written 

expression. Then, when the written expression is read by others, the author and 

the reader will have connection through the written work. The similar feeling and 

experience will be shared between them.  

Klarer (2004) stated that literature is referred to as the entirety of written 

expression. However, any written expression could not be classified into literature 

work. A literature work should have an additional adjective such as “aesthetic” or 

“artistic” to distinguish. In short, the distinctive part between a literature work and 
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daily documents, such as: newspaper, magazine, and legal documents, is the 

artistic aspect.  

According to Klarer (2004), literature came from the Latin word 

“litteratura” or “literra” which meant “letter”, a smallest element of alphabetical 

writing. Meanwhile, “text” came from the Latin word “textile” which meant 

“fabric”, a mere single thread of words or sentences that form a meaningful and 

coherent text. Therefore, in defining literature, the definition of the word origin is 

not sufficient. It is better to look literature through a cultural and historical 

phenomenon. 

Based on these three theories in defining literature, the researcher could 

conclude the definition of literature. Literature is a work of human’s mind to 

express their thought in a written work through a heightened and pleasurable 

language that makes the work artistic and can be enjoyed by others. This is 

different from any other written work. Since, literary work involves an artistic, 

heightened, and pleasurable language. The reader who reads literary work will 

share the same feeling with the author through the work.  

2.1.2. Genre of Literature 

Klarer’s (2004) has recent classification of literature. They are poetry, 

drama, and fiction.  

2.1.2.1. Poetry 

Pickering and Hoeper (1981) identified poetry as a form of written 

expression in which few lines run to the edges of the page. They also admitted 
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that it was difficult to define poetry and distinguish between poetry and prose. 

Poetry is a literature that has an accepted format, such as ballads, odes, and 

sonnets for the publication. Poetry also has a poetic license that permits them to 

ignore from the standard rules of logic and grammar. Finally, poetry makes use 

symbolism, imagery, and figures of speech more than prose.  

According to Klarer (2004), poetry is one of the oldest genres in literary 

history. The origin of poetry came from Greek literature. The term poetry came 

from the term “poieo” (to make or to produce). It indicates that the poet is the 

person who “makes” verse. In ancient Greek, the reading of poetry usually was 

accompanied by the music of harp or lyre. Furthermore, poetry usually has verse, 

rhyme, and meter that distinguish between poetry and prose. However, these 

criteria only apply to classical poetry. A modern poetry sometime does not follow 

these criteria. 

There are three elements in poetry. In each elements consist of several 

elements also (Klarer, 2004). The first element is lexical-thematic dimension; In 

lexical-thematic dimension, there are diction, rhetorical figure, and theme. 

Second, it is visual dimension; Visual dimension consists of stanzas and concrete 

poetry. The last element is rhythmic-acoustic dimension; The last element consists 

of rhyme and meter, and onomatopoeia.  

2.1.2.2.Drama 

Based on Pickering and Hoeper’s (1981) theory, drama came from the 

Greek verb “dran” which means “to perform”. Drama means a story in a dialogue 
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performed by actors on a stage before an audience. In other words, drama can be 

translated as a play. Furthermore, in a more general sense, drama means a literary 

genre that covers all written play and to the profession of writing, producing, and 

performing plays. It combines the use of language with representational arts 

involving scenery, costuming, and actors’ physical appearance. Drama also makes 

use of vocal emphasis and tone of voice along with some nonverbal cues such as 

facial expression and gesture. Drama sometime engages with music and dance.  

In addition, according to Klarer (2004), drama has its roots in cultic-ritual 

practice. The history first drama was on fifth century BC in classical Greek. Since 

the element of performance, drama generally exceeds the textual dimension of the 

other literary genres. Fiction and poetry only appears on a form of written text. 

Thus, the dimension of these two is limited compared to drama. Although drama 

is also in a form of written text, but, in the end, drama is intended to be performed 

before an audience.  

Pickering and Hoeper (1981) identified four elements drama. They are 

dialogue, story, character, and action. Furthermore, Schmidt and Bogarad (2006) 

identified elements of drama are character, soliloquy-monolog-dialog, action, plot, 

setting, and theme. 

2.1.2.3.Fiction 

Fiction refers to any narrative, in prose or verse, that is wholly or in a part 

the product of imagination (Pickering and Hoeper, 1981). The experts usually 

refer fiction into short story and novel. Furthermore, any written work that involve 
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story can be classified as a fiction. For example, folktales, parables, fables, 

legends, allegories, satire, and romance can be classified into fiction. Fiction also 

can be defined as treating a subject matter and relate between the created world of 

a given work and the real world of objectives. Fiction also can be defined fiction 

as the presentation or imitation of life.  

Furthermore, Klarer (2004) stated that novel emerges as the most important 

form of fiction. The predecessor of novel was on the eighteenth century where the 

story involves a hero who has to fulfill a number of tasks of national or cosmic 

significance. Old epic usually has their origin in myth, history, and religion 

reflects a self contained world view of their particular periods and nationalities.  

There are several elements is fiction. Klarer (2004) identified four elements 

in fiction. The first element is plot. The second element is character. Next, the 

third element is setting. The last element is point of view. Meanwhile, Pickering 

and Hoeper (1981) offered a more comprehensive element. They added theme, 

symbol and allegory, and style and tone.  

2.1.3. Elements of Fiction 

Since the study is about fiction, the researcher explains the element of 

fiction. Klarer (2004) stated that fiction has character, plot, setting, and theme. 

The following explanation will clarify the elements of film in detail.  

2.1.3.1. Character 

Character is the central elements in a film. Pickering and Hoeper (1981) 

argued that the relationship between story and character is inseparable. The 
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attraction of the film lies in the character. The audiences would like to see the 

journey, conflict, or life of a character depicted in the motion picture.  

There are several classifications of character. The first classification is 

protagonist and antagonist (Pickering and Hoeper: 1981). Protagonist is the 

essential character in a film, usually has positive moral trait. The opponent is 

antagonist character that usually has the opposite moral trait. The other 

classifications are between round and flat character (Klarer: 2004).  

Round character is a character that embodies a number of qualities and 

traits that are complex who have capacity to grow and change. On the other hand, 

flat character is a character that embodies a single characteristic and has very 

limited number of qualities. Finally, there are dynamic and static characters. 

Dynamic character has the ability to develop or change as a result of an 

experience. Otherwise, flat character does not have the ability to change or 

develop in the course of the story.  

2.1.3.2. Plot 

Plot is the logical interaction of the various thematic elements of texts 

which lead to a change of the original situation as presented as the outset of the 

narrative. Plot is more than the story. Plot is when the story becomes related to 

discussions of relationship and organization of actions in order to produce 

meaning. Pickering and Hoeper (1981) explained that there are five stages in a 

plot. The diagram is illustrated as follows.  
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Figure 2.1 

Plot Stages 

     Climax 

Complication    Falling Action 

 Exposition        Resolution 

Exposition is the beginning of a plot. The director provides the necessary 

background information, sets the scene, establishes the situation and dates the 

action. Next, complication or rising action is introducing character into conflict. 

Then, conflict is developed and gradually intensified. Meanwhile, crisis or climax 

is the moment where the emotional intensity reaches its peak. It is the turning 

point of a plot and goes to resolution. Thus, falling action is the emotion subsides 

and appoints to conclusion. Resolution, on the other hand, is the outcome of the 

conflict.  

2.1.3.3. Setting 

Pickering and Hoeper (1981) identified setting, in its broadest sense, is both 

the physical local that frame the action and the time of day or year, the climatic 

conditions, and the historical period during which the action takes place. Setting 

helps the audiences to visualize the action of the film. Thus, it attaches credibility 

and authenticity to character.  

Klarer (2004) denotes setting as the location, historical period, and social 

surrounding in which the story develops. The authors hardly ever choose a setting 

for the story’s sake, but rather embed a story in a particular context of time and 
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place in order to support action, characters, and narrative perspective on additional 

level.  

2.1.3.4. Point of View 

Klarer (2004) identified point of view characterizes the way in which a text 

presents persons, events, and setting. There are three basic point of view. First, it 

is unspecified narrator or omniscient point of view. This point of view is usually 

called as the third person point of view. Then, it is through a person involved in 

the action or first-person point of view. This is where the readers feel the action of 

the character their self. It is like the readers as the character.  

Last, it is presented without additional commentary or figural narrative 

situation. This is a new technique where the narrator moves into background and 

the plot is revealed through solely the action of the character in the text. This point 

of view has been developed in the most modern novel. This point of view mostly 

encourages the reader to judge the action without intervening commentator.  

2.1.3.5. Conflict 

Conflict is the tension of the characters (Schmidt and Bogarad: 2006). The 

characters in the fiction may have tension or conflict to solve as the main point of 

the story or plot. The conflict may happen between characters. It is usually 

between protagonist and antagonist. This kind of conflict usually involve physic, 

that are called as physical conflict. The conflict may happen also between 

character and nature. The character fights a greater force from the nature.  
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Then, there is a conflict between the character and a greater group of 

character or social. This is usually called as social conflict. Finally, conflict may 

occur within the character, or psychological conflict. Sometimes, conflict may be 

defined internal and external conflict. Internal conflict happens within the 

character self. On the other hand, the external conflict happens with outside the 

character self.  

The author could make something as a conflict cause. For example, the 

author could make a very dichotomous conflict between the good and the bad, 

hero versus villain. However, the author could make the conflict very subtle. The 

example of this conflict is cultural conflict or social conflict. In cultural conflict, 

there is no good side and bad side. Someone’s conflict may happen because of 

social status. 

2.2. Social Status 

Social status is a group of persons who occupy a social stratum based on 

economy criteria (Heriyanto, Triraharjo, and Indrayanti: 2003). Every people have 

their own social status. This is a reflection of every individual rights and duty in 

their action. Social status is similar with rank or position of the individual in the 

social life. 

Karl Marx defined three social class based on economy criteria as follows: 

1. Capitalist: this is the smallest group in the society consists of landlord 

and aristocrat. 
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2. Middle class: this is a larger group than capitalist, consist of 

entrepreneur and businessman. 

3. Proletariat: this is the largest group consist of labor and servant.  

2.2.1. Social Status in England 

To comprehend a nineteenth century English novel, the researcher should 

comprehend the social status at the particular time. This era begun when England 

experienced the industrial revolution (Khan: 2017). England was the top nation in 

industry among any other nation in Europe.  The progressive of wealth, politics, 

society, and economy changed the standard of English people. Due to this 

development and changes, every level of society in England had changed. For 

example, there was a new line of occupations or line of work that was never 

accessible before.  

2.2.2. Social Life in England 

English society was consisted of hierarchical structure. There were three 

social classes at that time, upper class, the middle class, and the working class 

(Khan: 2017). The difference in social class could be found in inequalities in 

wealth, education, working, and living condition. Thus, the basic quality of life in 

England society lied on the social class ascribed to them. Furthermore, the social 

classes lived in a separate area.  

The working class was the lowest rank in the social class. The lower social 

class lived in a slums area, where they migrate from village or agricultural town to 

become worker in the industry. They were found to be a skilled or unskilled 
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worker in the industry. They usually purposed to be stay alive and struggling 

through poverty and illness. Their children were never attended school. The 

working-class women were in bad condition.  

The middle class is the new emerging class which consisted of bankers, 

businessman, doctors, lawyers, clergy, and army. They were separated from the 

working class. with the industry revolution, the middle class was growing with the 

rise of industrialist and factory owners. Middle-class women usually acted as 

housekeeper or servant in the household of their kin and did not go to school.  

 Finally, the upper class was wealthy and dominant. The aristocracy and the 

gentry were affected by these changes. The upper-class hold the most political 

power. They were mostly landowners who controlled the most agriculture land. 

The live a happy and comfortable with a big fancy house and many servants. 

Their income mainly came from landed estate. The upper-class woman did not 

work and had a chance to go to school.  

2.2.3. The Position of Woman in England 

Woman met many difficulties during this time. The society shared a vision 

of an ideal woman. Society saw that woman did not have rights, abused and 

oppressed as a result of discriminatory policy (Khan: 2017). Furthermore, as a 

working-class woman, she could not vote, could not become a property owner, 

and could not hold a professional job aside from teacher, servant, factory workers 

or agricultural labors.  
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Furthermore, society did not think that woman needed a formal education 

because education was only form man. Therefore, it was rare to find a highly 

educated woman. Woman was intended to be a housewife or housekeeper. The 

role of woman in lower social class did not go beyond from a mother and a wife. 

Fortunately, a higher social class woman might have a chance to go to school.  


