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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In introduction, researcher tried to show the introduction of this thesis. 

Introduction consists of background of the study, research problem, research 

objective, scope and limitation, and definition of key term. 

1.1. Research Background 

Literature is one of subjects learned by the students of English Language 

Education Department. During their undergraduate study, the students learn various 

kinds of literature, such as: fiction, poetry, and drama. The students also learn about 

how to analyze them based on the elements and interpretation. Literature is an 

important subject to be learned for the students. Through literature, the students also 

improve their reading comprehension.  

Through literature also, the students could experience an event that the 

students would never experience. Literature could open new world of events and 

situation. Literature provides the students to understand others’ feeling, emotion, 

interest, involvement that brings closer to the culture, race or ethnic, and nationality. 

According to Pickering and Hoeper (1981), studying literature also could balance 

the students’ intellect and feeling. Finally, studying literature could provide 

students with authentic material.  

Based on above explanation, literature can open the world of events and 

situation that the students may not be experienced. One of the examples are novel 

or fiction. Fiction is the imagined creation of character and action for conveying a 

vision of life (Schmidt and Bogarad: 2006). Through a fiction, an author could 
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convey message, describe the situation, and explain an emotion. The central point 

in a fiction is on its character. The author describes those emotional imagination 

through the life or changes that are brought by events. Fiction also could be 

representation of a real life from the author.  

As English Language learners, students should familiarize their self with 

literary work published by English author. Familiarizing with English literature 

provides the students with social and culture aspects of the language. Theses aspects 

could improve the students understanding of the language itself. The students just 

only choose the author of English literature. There are many English author from 

Anglo-Saxon period to nowadays.  

One of those periods is the romantic period. This period exists in 18th century 

(Burgess: 2018). This era began at 1785 and ended at 1830. Romantic literature is 

well known for its personal nature, strong use of feelings, and beliefs in 

supernatural. This is the most innovative because the author believes that literature 

should be spontaneous, imaginative, personal, and free. Some of those authors are 

William Wordsworth, Lord Byron, and Jane Austen. 

Among those authors in Romantic Period, Jane Austen is well known for her 

work in depicting the romantic lives of the middle-class English people 

(famousauthor.org: 2018). She describes the situation and culture at the time she 

lived on her literary work. During her lifetime, she published six literary work and 

one unfinished work. She published Sense and Sensibility, Pride and Prejudice, 

Mansfield Park, Emma, Persuasion, and Northanger Abbey. Her only unfinished 

book is Sanditon.  
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According to Suryanovika and Julhijah (2018), Jane Austen is a phenomenon 

author that describe the situation and culture where she lived. Her novels are always 

the best depiction of the 18th century in England. In her novel, Jane Austen always 

had a heroine or a female main character. In all six novels, she always stood for her 

gender. All that heroines have the same traits. They are strong, independent, and 

brave.  

According to Suaidi, Rusfandi, and Wilujeng (2016), Jane Austen lived a 

simple living in communities. During her period, English people discriminate one 

another based on gender, wealth, and noblemen. The situation encouraged Jane 

Austen to write literary works to criticize the society. Jane Austen described the 

discrimination among those social status in one of her novels, Mansfield Park. 

In Mansfield Park, Jane Austen described the clear illustration about social 

class happened in the England during 18th century. She wrote that social class 

determined the effect on someone’s life. Education, healthcare, and life expectancy. 

The lower social status someone has, the lower their life expectancy. Children from 

lower social class may not go to school or get better education. There are three 

social class described in Mansfield Park, high, middle, and low.  

Among those literary works, Jane Austen portrayed Fanny Price, the heroine 

in Mansfield Park, as the lowest social status (Suryanovika and Julhijah: 2018). The 

story started when Fanny’s mother married a lieutenant of marines. Jane Austen 

describe this lieutenant as a man without education, fortune and connection. On the 

other hand, Fanny’s aunts married a nobleman and a middle-class man. Therefore, 
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the novel is all about social class and its effect to the character happened in the 18th 

century.  

Mansfield Park itself is the third novel by Jane Austen. The first publication 

was in 1814 by Thomas Egerton. The novel is considered to reveal the dark side of 

the author herself. Unlike from the previous novel who have the same main 

character, a heroine, Mansfield Park represents the strong independent heroine that 

the author wishes for the era. There are 48 chapters in this novel.  

The researcher would like to study the social status depicted in the novel. This 

is an important because the researcher would like to make example that social status 

could change somebody’s life. Even for a woman. The novel narrates that a woman 

from lower social class did not have a chance to go to school or have the same right 

as men. Therefore, it is a good example for woman that they should have a similar 

right with man.  

Social status is common in our society. It is a stratification of group people 

who lived in a society based on several criteria (Heriyanto, Triraharjo, and 

Indrayanti: 2003). Social status tends to have positive and negative effect. The 

positive effect happens when people integrate and obey the social norm. The 

negative effect happens when people see the social status as a barrier to blend 

among them and produce pride and prejudice.  

Through this study, the researcher would like to announce the social status 

depicted in the novel Mansfield Park by Jane Austen. The researcher intends to 

make known that such social status have a certain effect to someone’s life. For 
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example, the lower social status could not go to school or get a proper medical 

attention. Those social discrimination should not be happened in this modern era.  

In Indonesia, as found by Wijianto and Ulfa (2016), the lower social class 

tends to have lower education level. This situation is similar with the situation 

described in Mansfield Park. They also stated that instead of going to school to 

achieve higher education level, the lower social status tends to drop out from school 

and work to help their parents fulfill the daily needs.  

Based on the explanation, the researcher would like to discover the social 

status depicted in Mansfield park by Jane Austen. Then, the researcher would like 

to study the consideration of determining such social status. Finally, the researcher 

would like to research the effect of such social status toward the main character’s 

life.  

1.2. Research Problems 

The researcher formulates two research problems for this study, they are: 

a. What are the social status conflicts depiction in Jane Austen’s Mansfield 

Park? 

b. What is the consideration in determining of such social status? 

 

1.3.Research Objectives 

Based on research problems, the researcher formulates three research 

objectives. 

a. To find out the depiction Jane’s social status in the Mansfield Park 

b. To find the consideration of determining such social status 
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1.4 Scope and Limitation 

This study only focuses on the social statuses depicted in the novel Mansfield 

Park written by Jane Austen. The entire study is conducted to study the literary 

work. The researcher does not study the effect of such social status to the real life, 

apparently to today’s life. The researcher also does not seek the relation of such 

social status depicted in the novel to today’s social status. Furthermore, the study 

only focusses on one character named Fanny Price and her monolog, dialog, and 

action in the 48 chapters of Mansfield park novel.  

1.5. Research Significance 

Theoretically, the researcher hopes that this study will become the literature 

study for future English Language Education Department students. The students 

will have reference on the depiction of social status in Old English. As mentioned 

previously, the author wrote this novel to critic the society. Furthermore, the future 

researcher could refer to this study to conduct their literature study.  

Practically, the teacher of literature studies could use this study as a material in 

the classroom. The teacher could ask the students to read Mansfield Park and 

analyze the novel. The students could do a critical analysis on this study.  

1.6. Definition of Key Terms 

Social status : Group of people in the same stratification based on 

wealthy requirements. 

Mansfield Park   : A novel written by Jane Austen published in 1814. 

Novel : It is  a long narrative fiction that represents a life of its 

character.  


