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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the background of the study, statement problems, 

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1. Research Background 

Language is a system of conventional vocal signs by means of which 

human beings communicate. This definition has several important terms, those 

terms are system, signs, vocal, conventional, human, and communicate (Algeo, 

2005:2). Language is a system that can be expressed in many ways for example 

by the marks on paper or a computer screen that we call writing, or by hand 

signals or gestures.  

The development of language media in this era of digital information has 

brought audiovisual media such as film to the new level. Nowadays, film is not 

only considered as source of entertainment but also it can be used as 

communication media that contained the ideas and specific message that the 

filmmaker want to delivered to the audiences. For example, some non-profit 

organization in the world such as greenpeace and WWF used short movie or 

documentary video as a media for their campaign to increase people awareness 

about environmetal issues such as global warming and climate change.  

Film is an interesting and unique media. It is different from any other 

literary works such as novel or poetry. Movie has more complex aspects and 

process. Rather than novel that only uses literary words as a media to convey its 
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message, film provided motion pictures and sounds as a media to deliver the 

message to the audiences, in addition film gave the audiences more detail and real 

description about something than reading a book. However, there are many good 

films which were adapted from book or novel. To understand the message or the 

idea that the filmmaker wants to deliver. The audience should interpret every 

scene, stories and events in the film and also understanding every words in the 

dialogue until they can catch the message in the film. However, it gives the 

audiences interesting experience to guess what is the message in the film, because 

not every film presented meaning or message directly. 

A religion is a belief in divine (superhuman or spiritual) being(s) and the 

practices (rituals) and the moral code (ethics) that result from that belief. Beliefs 

give religion its mind, rituals give religion its shape, and ethics give religion its 

heart (Gellman & Hartman, 2002). a religion is often used as a theme or part of 

the content in the film, religion has an important roles for people’s life, one role is 

that religious beliefs may guide people to differentiate between what is good and 

what is wrong. For example, Christian has Ten Commandments and Moslem with 

five pillars of Islam.  Both of those religions teach people to do the good things 

and being helpful to other people and none of them that suggest people to do the 

harm and cruelty to their fellow human beings. Therefore, a person who is 

involved in a religion will tend to have more respect, tolerance, and affection for 

others. Moreover, religious beliefs may help a person when facing problems and 

difficult times, their faith make them belief that they always have god who always 

answer their prayer and help them through troubling times. That’s why people 
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who are involved in a religion more likely to have calm and peaceful life. 

Therefore, the researcher interested to analyze about the role of a religion or a 

person's beliefs in a film and also to know how far the influence of religion on the 

life of the main character’s attitude in the film. the author hopes that the reader 

can be inspired and take positive values as well as lessons that can be taken from 

the beliefs of the main characters in this film and make it as an example that can 

be applied in daily life. 

In the previous studies, ”An Analysis on Gru’s Personality Changes in 

Despicable Me Film” by Melati (2013) the researcher focused on the factors of 

the main character’s personality changes and the effect of it toward himself. The 

researcher also suggests the reader to use this movie as the material in teaching 

and learning process, especially to help the students to comprehend the content of 

the movie. 

 Based on these statements, the researcher interested in conducting study 

on the main character in “Hacksaw Ridge” a war movie by Mel Gibson. The 

reasons of conducting this study are to find out about the influence of some 

aspects that related to religion on the main character’s attitude of the film 

"Hacksaw ridge" by Mel Gibson. It is quite different from the previous one that 

focussed on personality changes of the main character. In addition, the researcher 

also wanted to describe the message or moral lesson that depicted from this movie 

which can be applied to our daily life. 

The main theme of “Hacksaw Ridge” film is anti-war, bravery. The 

researcher chooses this film because it was different from some films with similar 
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theme such as Saving Private Ryan, Platoon, Pearl Harbor, and etc. The most 

significant difference is this film does not highlighted scenes that showed war and 

violence as a main story of the film. But, this film focused on showing the main 

character’s attitude and how he lives with his religion and his self-conviction. 

Through the message in this film the author wants to show that having strong 

belief and self confidence are important for our life especially when we have to 

take an important decision and facing various problems in life. The researcher 

also interested to identify about the role of religion in someone's life and how 

much it could influenced someone's personality or attitude. Especially for the 

main character in this film. For that purpose, the writer interested in conducting 

research with the title: An analysis of the influence of religious aspects to the 

main character’s attitude in “Hacksaw Ridge” a war movie by Mel Gibson. 

1.2. Research Problems 

1. What are the religious aspects in “Hacksaw Ridge” a war movie by Mel 

Gibson? 

2. How do the religious aspects influence the main character’s attitude in 

“Hacksaw Ridge” a war movie by Mel Gibson? 

1.3. Research Objectives  

1. To find out the religious aspects in “Hacksaw Ridge” a war movie by Mel 

Gibson 

2. To find out the influence of religious aspects toward the main character’s 

attitude in ‘Hacksaw Ridge” a war movie by Mel Gibson 
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1.4. Research Significance  

This study is expected to be useful for the reader to understand some 

aspects and religious views in someone life such as peace, firmness, 

obedience, caring and helpful attitude. The researcher also hopes that the 

reader would like to apply some positive values in this film which appropriate 

for daily life. The advantages of this study include, first theoretically, the 

researcher hopes that the reader can involve religious values taken from the 

film "Hacksaw Ridge" in their social life. And help them to become a person 

with good attitude in their daily life. In addition, the researcher hope that the 

results could help the reader to learn more about religious aspects in the film. 

The second is practically, for the students to inspire them with the religious 

aspects reflected in the film and to provide information about religious aspects 

in the film. And as a contribution for the readers, particularly for the students 

English Department of University of Muhammadiyah Malang, in enriching 

references relating to the religion influence in the film. 

1.5. Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study focused to analyze the influence of religious 

aspects. The limitation of this study is focused on the main character, 

Desmond Doss. 

1.6. Definition of Key Terms 

In order to help the reader to understand this study, some descriptions are 

written in these definition of key terms: 
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Religious Aspect 

Religion is a belief in divine (superhuman or spiritual) being(s) and the 

practices (rituals) and the moral code (ethics) that result from that belief 

(Gellman & Hartman, 2002).  

Movie 

Movie is a work of art motion to perceptible rhythm and all aspect continuous 

images continues related to whole (Josef, 2005).  

Main Character 

The main character in a plot is called the protagonist (or alternatively, the hero 

or heroine). It appears as if the story revolves around the character or that it is 

his or her story that is being told (Abram, 2008). 

 

 

 


