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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter presents about the general outline of this study. It includes 

background of the study, research problem, purpose of the study, significant of the 

study, scope and limitation, and definition of the key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Assessment is a process taken to obtain information used in order to make 

decisions regarding students, curriculum, programs, and education policies, 

methods or other educational instruments by an official body, institution, 

organization or institution that organizes an activity certain (Uno and Koni, 2012: 

1). In education terminology or learning, assessment has crucial role. According 

to Stiggins (Sudrajat, 2011), learning is more effective, efficient, and productive 

when followed by a good assessment. Therefore, it is necessary to assess or 

measure students’ abilities in real situation based on various sources of evidence. 

There are various types of assessment. One of them is peer assessment. 

According to Topping (1998:250) in White (2009), peer assessment is as an 

arrangement in which individuals consider the number, level, values, quality, or 

success of products such as peers or learning outcomes with similar status. The 

use of peer assessment components in course assessment can increase 

engagement, responsibility, and students excellence, build a clearer framework, 

focus on skills and learning, and provide better feedback. Peer assessment has a 

very important role to play in formative assessment by involving students in rating 

their friends’ work carefully, peer assessment can also be used as a component in 
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summative assessment. Furthermore, peer assessment can also be seen as a 

learning process itself. 

In some subjects, most lecturers may have done peer assessment on the 

learning process in the classroom, especially in the Sentence Building subject. 

This subject contains about how to make a good sentence. Language is also 

presented to enrich and improve students' writing skill. In the sentence building 

subject, students are asked to rate about the writing of its own theme such as 

vocabulary, grammar, and spelling. 

In the previous research there are several studies conducted by some 

researcher about peer assessment. Fitriana (2012), conducted a study about 

students’ response toward peer assessment technique in writing class. Her study 

was used descriptive quantitative. The sample of her study was 53 of the fifth 

semester students in two writing classes of English Department at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang, and one English teacher who taught in that class. The 

result of her study showed that the mean score of students’ response score was 

79,71. It means that the students’ response toward peer assessment technique were 

positif. Another research conducted by White (2009) about students’ perspectives 

on using peer assessment in speaking course. The sample of his study was 55 third 

year female students in two classes of Tokyo University. The result of his study 

was student perspectives on using peer assessment were positive, on the whole, 

and the process did indeed lead to the promotion of student learning. 

This study different from that study, because this research focus on the 

analysis about peer assessment used in the Sentence Building Class, at University 
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of Muhammadiyah Malang. The researcher is interested to investigate lecturers at 

English Department that applied or implementing peer assessment in Sentence 

Building because only some lecturers that applied peer assessment. With this 

research it is expected that all lecturers can apply peer assessment in the Sentence 

Building Class. 

1.2 Research Problem  

Based on the background of the study above, the research problems are : 

1. How is the peer assessment implemented on Sentence Building Class in 

English Department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

2. What are the problems faced by lecturer in implementing peer assessment 

on Sentence Building Class in English Department at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang ? 

3. How does the lecturer overcome the problems in implimented peer 

assessment on Sentence Building Class in English Department at 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Based on the research problem of the study, the research objectives are to : 

1. To clarify the implementation of peer assessment on Sentence Building 

Class in English Department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

2. To discover the problems faced by lecturer in implimenting peer assessment 

on Sentence Building Class in English Department at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. 
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3. To resolve the problems faced by lecturer in implimenting peer assessment 

on Sentence Building Class in English Department at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.4 Significance of Study 

 The result of this study are expected to be useful for English lecturers to 

apply peer assessment in teaching writing. For students are expected to improve 

understanding, experience, and train students in achieving their own learning 

achievements so students can understand the weaknesses and advantages in 

writing subject and know the development of knowledge. For future researchers, 

the results of this study may be used as a reference to conduct further research on 

the same skills or for different student levels. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 Based on this study, the scope of this study is about analysis of peer 

assesment in writing class. Meanwhile the limitation of this study are how the 

peer assessment implemented, the problems faced when implementing peer 

assessment, and how to overcome the problem. 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

 To prevent possible misunderstanding in this study, the researcher would 

like to clarify three terms used in this study. 

Assessment : a process taken to obtain information used in order to 

make decisions regarding students, curriculum, programs, 

and education policies, methods or other educational 

instruments by an official body, institution, organization 
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or institution that organizes an activity certain (Uno and 

Koni, 2012: 1). 

Peer Assessment : setting in which individuals consider the number, grade, 

value, value, quality, or success of a peer learning product 

or outcome of similar status. (Topping (1998:250) in 

White (2009)). 

Sentence Building Class: a course in ELED UMM which focuses on writing 

sentences in a good form regarding to grammar rules. 

 


