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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter present introduction that contains background study, statement 

of the problem, the purpose of study, significant of the study, scope and limitation, 

definition of key terms.  

1.1 Background study  

 There are four language skills in English, such as; listening, speaking, reading and 

writing. Reading is a complicated process in recognize and understand the printed symbol 

that affected to perceptual skill, analyzing wors skill, experience, language background, 

mindset and understanding of the reader that make kind of relationship with their 

background knowledge (Yulmiati, 2012).  Most people need as much information around 

their job in the future and they got it through reading. Reading is the action to give respond 

that appropriate with a verbal symbol, semantics, and syntactic relationship between 

words and phrases (Cadime et al., 2013). 

 Reading comprehensions consists of two ideas; the first is extraction that the reader 

active to comprehending to gain the meaning that explicit in the test and construct their 

own meaning based on their background knowledge; the second is a construction that the 

reader and the test involved in comprehension (Cadime et al., 2013). Get the result from 

these ideas, it needs evaluation activity. 

 Evaluation is an activity to get, to analyse and to interpret the data from the 

measurements process. The important factor in the evaluation process is judgment, to 

measure or to asses a situation actually judges is the value. To measure them, it needs an 

instrument called a test. The test is a method of measuring knowledge or ability of a 
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person in domain giving (Brown, as cited in Fitriyanti, 2008). Typically test require 

something about attribute being measured. A test is an instrument, a procedure or series 

of activity which is used to get an example of a student's ability in a certain topic 

(Djiwandono, 1996:1). A test is close to the teaching and learning process because from 

a test a teacher is able to know the student's ability in mastering the teaching material. 

The instrument must be valid and reliable in order to get accurate data to fulfil the 

judgment. The validity and reliability are able to conduct in measurement activity. The 

validity and discrimination are criteria of the good test (Heaton, as cited in Fitriyanti, 

2008). Important to validate the evaluation activity by doing testing validity.  

 The objective of testing validity in reading is to measure the test in reading is the 

test can be measured. Each test needs validated determine what attribute it measured and 

the most important characteristics of a test its validity. So, all good testing practices are 

supported by validity. The test will be valid when the items are able to measure what is 

want to be measured. 

 Based on the background above it is interesting to conduct research about testing 

validity on reading. 

1.2 Statement of Problem  

 Based on the background above, it is interesting to conduct research about testing 

validity on Reading as follow;  

1. What are the criteria of useful test that use by lecturer in Reading for 

Information subject of English Language Education Department 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 
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2. What are the types of test validity that use by lecturers in Reading for 

Information subject of English Language Education Department 

University of Muhammadiyah Malangr ? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

 In line with the statements of the problem above the purpose of the study are; 

1. To dig out the criteria of a test used of lecturer in Reading for Information 

subject of English Language Education Department University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang 

2. To classify the type of validity used in a test Reading for Information 

subject of English Language Education Department University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang 

1.4 Significant of Study  

 Hopefully, the result of this study will give the contribution theoretically and 

practically to a lecture to arrange a good test. Theoretically; it hoped is study can give a 

bit the information to a lecturer who teaches reading. Especially about the abilities that 

the student needed to be measured.  

 Practically; it expected that this study can help English lecture especially in 

reading class. Hopefully, the lecturer gives a test based on student’s need, also the 

material that lecture give or teach students will cover the lack of students. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 The scope of this study is about testing validity on reading. There are some reading 

classes but the researcher just focuses on second-semester students. This study is limited 

to the amount of class that involved. From eight classes of Reading for Information, the 
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researcher take three classes. This research only focuses on Reading for Information in 

three classes of the second semester. 

1.6 Definition of Key Term 

 In order to avoid some of the misunderstandings this research using some of the 

key terms that are defined as follow: 

1. Reading for Information  

Reading for Information is a subject for the second semester of ELED.  

This subject helps students to search for the specific information that they 

need.  

2. Testing  

Testing is method of measuring a person’s ability, knowledge or 

performance (Brown, 2004). 

3. Validity  

 Validity is the extent to which it measured what it is supposed to be 

measure (Chen, 2014). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


