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 CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODS 

   In this chapter, the researcher presents five topics. The five topics 

are Research Design, Research Object, Research Instrument, Data Collection 

Procedure, and Data Analysis. 

3.1 Research Design 

   Research design is researcher's strategies of how to proceed in 

order to obtain a perspective of certain community or phenomenon from its 

situation (Ary, Jacobs, & Sorensen, 2006, p. 426). Ahuja (2010) also states 

that research design is the plan, structure, strategy, and investigation 

concaved to obtain the search question and control variance. In other words, 

research design is a plan or strategy or outline that guides the data collection 

and analysis in research.  

   According to Ary, Jacobs, & Sorensen (2006), there are two main 

types of research design which are quantitative and qualitative." Quantitative 

research uses objective measurement to gather numeric data that are used to 

answer questions or test of the predetermined hypotheses. It generally 

requires a well-controlled setting. Qualitative research, in contrast, focuses on 

understanding social phenomena from the perspective of the human 

participants in natural settings. It does not begin with formal hypotheses, but 

it may result in hypotheses as the study unfolds" (Ary, Jacobs, & Sorensen, 

2010, p.22). In this research, the researcher used the qualitative research 

design to conducting this research and to analyzing the data in Yumi’s Cells 

webtoon. 
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3.2 Research Object 

   In this study, the researcher takes Yumi's Cells webtoon written by 

Donggeon Lee as the research object. The researcher took episode 1 up to 

episode 50 of Yumi’s Cell webtoon and the data was validated by English 

Language Education Department of Muhammadiyah Malang who expert in 

this research. The Yumi’s Cells webtoon is still ongoing (in Novembert 2018 

until February 2019 is on hiatus). The comic has reached 349 episodes in 

Line Webtoon on November 3, 2018. The researcher took episode 1 up to 

episode 50 because the data of figurative language that has to be analyzes is 

enough to conduct this research. 

   There are two reasons why the researcher wants to conduct this 

research. The first reason is that there is no English Language Education 

Department of University of Muhammadiyah Malang (ELED) student who 

has conducted a research about figurative language in a webtoon. It is 

important because a researcher needs to analyze a new object in this era 

especially a new object that has not been conducted by other researchers. The 

second reason is Yumi's Cells webtoon has an interesting story that attracts 

the researcher to know more about it. It is important because Yumi’s Cell 

webtoon attracts the readers to learn English language to understand this 

webtoon. Also, Yumi’s cells is a popular webtoon in Line Webtoon and it has 

many readers so Yumi’s cells webtoon can be used as an interesting media to 

learn English.  Glucksberg (2001) states that figurative language has 

particular meaning that is different from the literal meaning. In other words, 
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figurative language comprises sentences or expressions used in a language 

that present something different from the literal meaning. 

3.3 Research Instrument 

   A 2006 review by Eladio (as cited by Trigueros, 2017) explains 

that research instrument is a tool that must fit to the research objectives. In 

line, Creswell (2012) stated that research instrument is a tool for examining, 

measuring or documenting data in a study especially in quantitative data. The 

instrument can be a test, a questionnaire, a tally sheet, a log, an observational 

checklist, an inventory or an instrument of evaluation (p.151). In other words, 

research instrument constitutes a tool to measure or collect the data in a 

research. In this research, the researcher used document analysis as the 

research instrument in Yumi Cells webtoon's research.   

   In 1985, Lincon and Guba introduced the concept of human as an 

instrument to indicate the aspects in qualitative inquiry research. The 

researcher needs human instrument because it constitutes a flexible 

instrument that can capture complexity of the human experience which 

capable of adapting and responding to the environment. Human instrument is 

also suitable for qualitative research that studies human experiences and 

situation (Ary, Jacobs, & Sorensen, 2010, p. 424). However, in this current 

research, human instrument was integrated into the direct involvement of the 

researcher. 

   Ary, Jacobs, & Sorensen (2006) stated that document or artifact 

analysis is data collection strategy to gain an understanding of the 

phenomenon under a study. The documents may be personal 
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(autobiographies, diaries, and letters), official (files, reports, memoranda, and 

minutes), and documents of popular culture (books, films, and videos). 

Document analysis can be in the form of  written, text-based artifacts 

(textbooks, novels, journals, meeting minutes, logs, announcements, policy 

statements, newspapers, transcripts, birth certificates, marriage records, 

budgets, letters, e-mail messages, etc.) or of non written records 

(photographs, audiotapes, videotapes, computer images, websites, musical 

performances, televised political speeches, YouTube videos, virtual world 

settings, etc.) (p. 442). In this research, the researcher used Yumi's Cells 

webtoon or web comic as the document that the researcher analyzed. 

3.4 Data Collection Procedure 

   The researcher took the data from Yumi's Cells webtoon. The 

procedures of the data collection process are as follows:  

 Finding Yumi's Cells webtoon 

  The researcher found Yumi's Cells webtoon in the 

application of Line Webtoon on Play Store. 

 Reading and understanding Yumi's Cells webtoon. 

  The researcher read the Yumi's Cells webtoon constantly in 

order to understand the Yumi's Cells webtoon. 

 Finding out or identifying all the phrases or sentences containing 

figurative language 

  In this process, the researcher read the phrases or sentences 

in Yumi's Cells webtoon carefully. Then, the researcher identified 

which phrases or sentences that are identified as figurative language. 
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 Validating the data 

  In this process, the data were validated by English 

Language Education Department (ELED) lecturer of Muhammadiyah 

Malang University, whose expertise is in Literature studies, 

particularly mastering the topic of figurative language. 

3.4 Data Analysis 

  After the data had been obtained from data sources, the data were 

analyzed through the following procedures: 

 Classifying and identifying the data based on the types and meanings 

as the table below: 

Table 3.1. The types of figurative language found in Yumi’s Cells 

webtoon 

 

              Table 3.2.  The meanings of figurative language found in Yumi’s 

Cells webtoon 

 Finding out the dominant type of figurative language used in Yumi's 

Cells webtoon as the table below: 

No Sentences/Phrases Episode Slide Types 

     

     

     

     

No Sentences/Phrases Episode Slide Types Meaning 
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Table 3.3 The dominant types of figurative language found in Yumi’s 

Cells webtoon 

Episode Figurative Language 

Alg Apt Hyb Iry Mtr Mty Prx Psn Sml Sdc syb Uds 

1             

2             

3             

 Validating the data 

  In this process, the data were validated by English 

Language Education Department (ELED) lecturer of University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang whose expertise is in Literature studies, 

particularly mastering the topic of figurative language. 

 Drawing a conclusion. 

  In this process, the researcher drew conclusion based on the 

findings that have been found in Yumi's Cells webtoon.  


