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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

In this chapter, the researcher presents the review of related literature in 

detail explanations which consists of sociolinguistics, pragmatics, speech act, 

locutionary, illocutionary, and prelocutionary, literature, novel, elements of novel. 

2.1 Sociolinguistics 

According to Wardhaugh (2015), Sociolinguistics is a study of how 

language works in casual conversations, the exposed media, norms in society, 

policies, and laws. Deckert and Vickers (2011) also state that the “linguistics” in 

sociolinguistics means that it is really focusing on the use of language. The 

“socio” means that it is really focusing on the use of language in social contexts, 

especially at how it is used when people interact with one another on interpersonal 

levels.  

According to Downes (2015), Sociolinguistics is one of linguistics 

branches which studies the properties of language and languages which requires 

social and contextual references as the factors in their explanation. He also added 

that in sociolinguistics, natural languages are viewed as the totality of utterances 

which speakers or hearers could make and understand in social situations.  

While Holmes (2013) states that sociolinguistics is concerned with the 

relationship between the language and the situation which it is used. Social factors 

are important in describing and analyzing all kinds of interaction and are the basic 

components in sociolinguistic explanations of why people do not speak the similar 

way, and why people do not speak in the similar way every time. 
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He also mentioned the name of those who study sociolinguistics as 

“Sociolinguists”. Sociolinguists study the bond between society and language. 

Sociolinguists are interested in giving the explanation why people speak 

differently in different social contexts, and they are concerned with identifying the 

social functions of language and the ways it is used to convey social meaning 

(Holmes, 2013). 

In conclusion, Sociolinguistics is the study of language which focuses on 

how it is used in social context. It studies on how people interact with one another 

through their social behavior which connects to the language they are producing. 

Those who study Sociolinguistics is called Sociolinguists. 

2.2 Pragmatics 

Pragmatic is a study which is associated with the meaning the speaker 

communicated and is interpreted by the listener. This also applies to the writer to 

their readers which usually happens in stories (Yule, 2008). According to Horn 

and Ward (2004), the statement of Pragmatic which is known as the field of 

linguistic inquiry was introduced in the 1930s by Morris, Carnap, and Peirce.  

According to Bublitz and Norrick (2011), there is no default definition of 

pragmatics in linguistics which would refer to a single, unified and homogeneous 

field of study. To the narrow the view, pragmatics is known as the systematic 

study of what and how people mean when they use language as a tool of action in 

a particular situation and with particular purposes. 
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In other words, Pragmatics is a study which focuses on the use of 

language in doing actions with particular purposes. It also relates the sign with 

how the hearer interprets it. 

Besides Pragmatics, there is also a study which relates to linguistics, 

which is Semantic. According to Downes (2015), Semantic is the study of 

meaning and the relations between symbol and the world. While Trask (2005) also 

states simply that Semantic is a study of meanings. 

Whereas, there is a significant difference between Semantic and 

Pragmatic which Levinson (2013) states as semantics is a study of the relations 

between signs and the objects which it applied, while pragmatics is a study of the 

relation between the signs and the interpreters. 

Pragmatics itself has a connection with context and meaning. Yule stated 

by (2008) that pragmatics is a field of study which requires interpretation of the 

meaning according to the particular context and also how the context gives effects 

to the meaning. Thus, that shows how pragmatics is related with context and 

meaning.  

2.3 Speech Acts 

Speech act is the intended action which the speaker accomplishes by 

using language in a particular context and the meaning is interpreted by the 

listeners. The example, There is a bear behind you, could be interpreted as a 

warning in certain contexts, or in other contexts may only be interpreted as a 

statement of fact. The theory of speech acts explains that people use language to 
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do things such as lay bets, issue warnings, or nominate candidates (Fromkin, 

Rodman & Hyams, 2011).   

Trask (2005) states that Speech Act means the speaker does an attempt at 

doing something just by speaking. There are many things that people capable to 

do, or attempt to do, all simply by speaking. People can make a promise, asking 

question, ordering or requesting someone to do something, threating, naming ship, 

pronouncing someone husband and wife, and more. They are parts of a particular 

speech act. 

Austin (2018) had distinguished a kind of utterance which he called the 

performative utterance. In using a performative utterance, a person is not only 

saying something but is also doing something if encountered to the real-world 

conditions. Wardaugh (2010) adds that such utterances perform acts: the naming 

of ships, marrying, and sentencing in these cases. Speech act modifies the 

conditions that exist in the world in certain way. It does something, and it is not 

something that is either true or false 

 In conclusion, Speech Act is the action which the speaker does with 

intention to achieve a certain purpose by using language. Speech Act shows how 

powerful and useful language is. 

2.4 Types of Speech Acts 

According to Austin (2018), there are three classifications of Speech Act. 

Firstly, locutionary act. It is how of a meaningful linguistic expression produced. 

Secondly, illocutionary act. It is how the intended action to be performed by a 

speaker in their utterance. Thirdly, prelocutionary act. It is how linguistics 
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expression brings the consequences or effect on the audience. These types are 

explained briefly in the following below. 

2.4.1 Locutionary Act 

Austin (2018) states that Locutionary act is nearly equivalent to 

expressing a certain sentence with a certain sense and reference, or also assumed 

roughly equivalent to 'meaning' in the traditional sense. In other words, Austin 

calls the act of 'saying something' as the performance of a locutionary act. He also 

entitled the study of utterances as the study of locutions. 

2.4.2 Illocutionary Act 

According to Austin (2018), Illocutionary act is a performance such as 

informing, ordering, warning, undertaking, or utterances which have a certain 

(conventional) force. With Illocutionary act, we are not only performing an 

utterance but we are also doing something.  

Searle (2005) says that illocutionary acts must be done in intentional. In 

order to communicate something in a language that will be understood by the 

other speaker of that language, there are factors that an utterance must have. 

Firstly, it should be uttered correctly together with its conventional meaning. 

Secondly, it must gratify a condition that is a truth. So, if the hearer understands 

the language, they must know the intention and understand that the speaker is not 

only muttering a word but also they will have a success communication with the 

speaker about the truth condition.  
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Searle (2005) also identified five categories of which are assertive 

(expositives), directive, commissive, expressive, and declarative. These types are 

explained briefly in the following below. 

2.4.2.1 Assertive 

Assertive the speaker commits to something to what is being the case to 

see the truth of the expressed proposition. In other words, it is a type which the 

speaker says what they believe or understand to the hearer. The sentences that are 

identified as Assertive are sentences of asserting, claiming, concluding, Reporting, 

and stating (Huang 2007). 

Searle (2005) also mentioned that Assertive utterance has a certain 

structure, which is: 

 

For the example; 

a. Chinese characters were borrowed to write other languages, notably 

Japanese, Korean and Vietnamese.  
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b. Francis Crick and Jim Watson discovered the double helix structure of 

DNA.  

c. The soldiers are struggling on through the snow. (Huang, 2007) 

2.4.2.2 Directive 

Directive is a type of Illocutionary Act which is performed by the speaker 

to get the hearer to do something. In other words, it gets the speaker to ask the 

hearer to do something the speaker wants. The sentences that are identified as 

Directive are sentences of advice, commands, orders, questions, and requests 

(Huang, 2007). 

Searle (2005) also mentioned that Directive utterance has a certain 

structure, which is: 

I verb you + you Fut Vol Verb (NP) (Adv) 

For the example; 

a. I command you to stand at attention. 

b. Turn the TV down.  

c. Don’t use my electric shaver.  

d. Could you please get that lid off for me? (Huang, 2007) 

2.4.2.3 Commissive 

Commisive is a type which point is to commit the speaker to some actions 

in the future. In other words, the speaker commits to the hearer related to the 

future event. The sentences that are identified as Directive are sentences of offers, 

promises, refusal, threats, and pledges (Huang, 2007). 

Searle (2005) also mentioned that Commissive utterance has a certain 

structure, which is: 
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I verb (you) + you Fut Vol Verb (NP) (Adv) 

For the example; 

a. I’ll be back in five minutes.  

b. We’ll be launching a new policing unit to fight cyber crime on the 

internet soon.  

c. I’ll never buy you another computer game. (Huang, 2007) 

2.4.2.4 Expressive 

Expressive is a type which is used to express the speaker’s psychological 

state specified in sincerity condition and proportional content. In other words, the 

speaker expresses what they feel. The sentences that are identified as Directive are 

sentences of apologizing, blaming, congratulating, praising, and thanking (Huang, 

2007). 

Searle (2005) also mentioned that Expressive utterance has a certain 

structure, which is: 

I verb you + I/you VP =>. Gerundive Nom. 

For the example; 

a. Well done, Elizabeth!  

b. I’m so happy.  

d. Wow, great! (Huang, 2007) 

2.4.2.5 Declaration 

Declaration is a type which brings the correspondence between the 

propositional content and reality. In other words, what the speaker’s say brings a 

change in the proportional content and reality. It means what the speaker says 

cause a change to the hearer. The sentences that are identified as Directive are 
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sentences of bidding in bridge, declaring war, excommunicating, wiring from 

employment, and nominating a candidate (Huang, 2007). 

Searle (2005) also mentioned that Declarative utterance has a certain 

structure, which is: 

I verb NP + NP1 be pred 

For the example: 

a. President: I declare a state of national emergency.  

b. Chairman: The meeting is adjourned.  

c. Jury foreman: We find the defendant not guilty. (Huang, 2007) 

2.4.3 Prelocutionary 

Austin (2018) states that Prelocutionary means what we bring about or 

achieve by saying something, such as convincing, persuading, deterring, and even, 

say, surprising or misleading. He also adds that saying something will eventually 

create certain consequential effects to the feelings, thoughts, or actions of the 

hearer, or of the speaker, or of other persons. It may also be done with the design, 

intention, or purpose. 

2.5 Literature 

According to Klarer (2004), Literature is mostly referred to as the written 

expression, though not every written document is considered as Literature. He 

also adds that it usually includes added adjectives such as “aesthetic” or “artistic” 

to differentiate literary works from the texts used in every day such as telephone 

books, newspapers, legal documents, and academic writings.  
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In other words, Literature is a written work of art consists of human 

feelings and experiences. The purpose of the Literature itself is to engage the 

reader into having or going through experiences through written work, 

2.6 Novel 

Novel is one of the major works in Literature. Abrams and Harpham 

(2012) state that the term "novel" is applied to varieties of writings that all have 

one thing in common which is the extended works of fiction written in prose. 

They also add as a long narrative, novel is distinguished from the short story and 

from the middle lengthy work known as novelette. The scale will determine 

varieties of characters, the complication of the plots, more complex setting 

development, and continual characters explorations and motives than the shorter 

ones. 

Klarer (2004) states that the modern novel is often characterized by the 

terms realism and individualism. While the traditional ones displayed a cosmic 

and allegorical dimension, the modern novel is distinguished through the plot 

grounding in a different historical and geographical reality. The allegorical and 

characterized epic hero changes into the protagonist of the novel, with individual 

and realistic character traits. 

In other words, Novel is one of literary works that have characteristics 

which is its length is, in fact, longer than a short story and has the level of high 

complexity due to its rich elements which compromise the length. 
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2.6.1 The Elements of Novel 

Novel as known as one of the literary works also has its own elements that 

express the value and the inside of the novel itself. The elements of novel will be 

explained briefly in the following below. 

2.6.1.1 Characters 

According to Abrams and Harpham (2012) Characters are the represented 

persons in a narrative or dramatic work, who are later interpreted by the reader as 

being gifted with particular moral, intellectual, and emotional qualities by 

inferences from what the characters say and their distinctive ways of expressing it 

through the dialogue and from their actions. They also add that a character can 

remain stable or go into some changes throughout the story. There are two popular 

terms to determine it which are called Flat Character and Round Character. 

A flat character is made around "a single idea or quality" and is presented 

without the detail of its individualization and also described in a single phrase or 

sentence. While a round character is a complex one with its personality and 

motivation and is characterized by their particularity (Abrams & Harpham, 2012). 

According to Klarer (2004), there are two types of character. They are 

Main Character and Minor Character. Minor Character is the individual in a 

literary work that does not get the part of being the center of attention, a contrast 

with Main Character who is the main attention of the story. He also stated that 

Main Character has another technical term in Literature which is Protagonist. 
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According to Abrams and Harpham (2012), Protagonist is a character who played 

the role as the chief in a plot and is the center of interests. 

In conclusion, character is one of the important parts in the literary work. 

It functions as the focus of the literary work and built with its own complexity 

such as personality, temperament, emotional qualities, and moral to raise the 

interest in the novel or literary works. 

2.6.1.1 Plot 

Cuddon (2013) states that plot is the plan, design, scheme or pattern of 

events in a play, poem or fiction work. Furthermore, it is also the organization of 

incident and character hence to increase the curiosity and suspense in the reader or 

spectator. Meanwhile, according to Abrams and Harpham (2012) the plot that 

exists in a dramatic or narrative work is built by the events and actions which are 

inserted to create certain artistic and emotional effects. It is a rather simple 

description because the action is done by a character in a work and means to 

deploy their moral and qualities.  

In a word, Plot is the flow that builds a story or literary work. It is designed 

with plans, scheme, or pattern and made specially to increase the curiosity of the 

readers. It is also built with actions and events which purposely added to create 

certain effects such as artistic and emotional atmosphere. 

2.6.1.2 Conflict 

According to Cuddon, Conflict is a situation with a tension between the 

characters, or the actual opposition of characters (2013). Meanwhile, Klarer 
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(2004) states that conflict is the element of a traditional plot. In finishing the 

work, the initial composition goes through modifications to progress into a 

climax. Composition is the start and followed by the climax and conclusion. 

According to Kenney (1996) there are two kinds of conflict, which are 

Internal and External conflict. Internal Conflict is a conflict that occurs within a 

single man. Internal conflict also referred as a conflict that happens between the 

man and himself because the problems are often from his own mind. Meanwhile, 

External Conflict is a conflict that occurs between the man and the other bigger 

forces and is from the outside.  

In brief, Conflict is a situation where the characters struggle in a situation. 

There is tension between the characters and conflict is purposely made to give the 

progress to the story and went through changes in order to reach climax. There are 

also types of conflict according to its origin which are Internal and External 

conflict. Both conflicts are differentiated with where it occurs. Internal conflict is 

a conflict within the character himself, while External conflict is a conflict that 

came from outside. 

2.6.1.3 Theme 

Theme is a general concept or preposition, whether implicit or asserted, 

which is constructed for the imaginative work to integrate and create influences 

on the reader (Abrams & Harpham, 2012). Meanwhile, Cuddon (2013) also states 

that the theme of a work is not the subject but rather is its main idea, which may 

be directly or indirectly stated. 
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To summarize, Theme works as the general idea or concept which is 

purposely made to influence the reader. It is usually stated directly or indirectly in 

a literary work. 

2.6.1.4 Setting 

Setting is where and when a story or play is located. In a drama, the term 

may refers to the scenery or props (Cuddon, 2013). Meanwhile, Abrams and 

Harpham (2012) state the whole setting of a narrative or dramatic work is the 

general location, historical time, and social conditions where the actions occur. It 

applies to the setting of a single episode or scene within such work. Klarer (2004) 

also states that Setting is the dimension of literary work including the time and 

place of the action. The setting is usually directed by the author with the purpose 

of supporting the plot, characters, and point of view indirectly. 

To sum up, Setting is the state where literary work takes place. The term 

refer to the scenery or props. It is designed directly by the author to support the 

plot, characters, and point of view. 

2.6.1.5 Point of View 

According to Klarer (2004), the term point of view or also known as 

narrative perspective develops the character in such a way the text presents 

persons, events, and settings. The narrative viewpoints can be subtly displayed by 

developing the parallel to the significance of the novel and can be identified into 

three positions. They are unspecified narrator (omniscient point of view), through 
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a person involved in the action (first-person narration), and presented without 

additional commentary (figural narrative situation). 

In summary, Point of View is the narratives perspective which the readers 

see as they sink into the story. How the perspective is built usually shows the 

importance of the novel. 

 


