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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter, the researcher presents Research Background, Research 

problems, Research Objectives, Scope and Limitation, Research Significance, and 

the last is the Definition of Key Term. 

1.1 Research Background 

Language has varieties of definitions. Matto and Momma (2011) state that 

Language, if described as an uncountable noun, refers to the communication in 

verbal form, and it could also be as a specific variety of speech used in one or 

more countries, regions, or communities of people with a distinct group identity if 

it is described as a countable noun. Language holds meanings from the person 

who delivered it. According to Fromkin, Rodman, & Hyams (2011), in order to 

get a grasp of the humanity, everyone must take fully understanding on the nature 

of language that shows they are humans. Language is not only a mere tool for the 

humanity to understand each other, but also the source of life power. To give 

deeper comprehension in language, there is a study of language called Linguistics. 

Burton, Dechaine, & Bateson (2012) state that linguistics is a scientific study of 

language and has four primary traditions, such as communication, pattern 

formation, cognition, and technology.  

Linguistics itself is divided into branches. The well-known ones are 

Semantic and Pragmatic. According to Trask (2005), Semantic is a branch of 

linguistic which is specialized for studying meanings, whereas Pragmatic is a 
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branch of linguistics which studies how utterances communicate meaning in 

context. Both Semantics and Pragmatics show how much power a language can 

hold. In communicating, meaning is essential in order to reach the ideal response 

from the one we are communicating to. The fact that language is not meaningless 

shows that there is a purpose of using language which can be fully grasped by 

understanding the meaning it holds. The meanings which can be delivered by 

language are varies. One of the sub-branches that caught the interest of the writer 

is Speech Act, which is part of Pragmatics. According to Fromkin, Rodman, & 

Hyams (2011), it is possible to use language as the tool to achieve an action such 

as apologizing, expressing thanks, making promises and more.  

Austin (2018) states there are three classifications of Speech Act. Firstly, 

locutionary act is how a meaningful linguistic expression produced. Secondly, 

illocutionary act is how the intended action to be performed by a speaker in their 

utterance. Thirdly, prelocutionary act is how linguistics expressions bring the 

consequences or effect on the audience. 

Wardhaugh (2015) classifies illocutionary act into five groups, namely: 

assertive, directive, commissives, expressive, and declaration. Assertives means 

the speaker speaks truth or proposition to the hearer.  Directives means the 

speaker gets the hearer to do the directions they proposed. Commissives means 

the speaker does an action in their utterance. Expressives means the speaker gets 

to express the sincerity. The last, Declaratives means the speaker gets to declare a 

condition. From the five types, which the writer focused on is Directives type. 

Illocutionary act itself is found everywhere. It has become a part of the society 
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and people use it in their communication to deliver their feelings and intention. 

Illocutionary acts also can be analyzed through novels and films, which consist of 

stories and conversations that are close to portraying real life. Many studies of 

Illocutionary acts are found to have films or movies as their object, though there 

are many who are found using novels as well. 

From the reasons above, the writer is interested in analyzing the Directive 

Illocutionary Act from a novel written by Ransom Riggs which is titled Miss 

Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children. The researcher chose this novel because 

there are many pragmatic aspects that can be found, especially from Jacob 

Magellan Portman as the focus of this study. As the leader, he used a lot of 

Directive Illocutionary Act in his utterances. Jacob Magellan Portman was chosen 

because he was one of the main characters and is the protagonist who is the center 

of the story. 

Therefore, the explanation above is the reason why the researcher chooses 

Directive Illocutionary Act by Jacob Magellan Portman in “Miss Peregrine's 

Home for Peculiar Children” novel as the object of the analysis. 
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1.2  Research Problems 

Based on the research background, this research is conducted to answer 

these following questions: 

1. What are the types of Directive Illocutionary Act used by Jacob 

Magellan Portman in “Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children” 

Novel By Ransom Riggs? 

2. What is the dominant type of Directive Illocutionary Act used by 

Jacob Magellan Portman in “Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar 

Children” Novel By Ransom Riggs? 

1. 3 Research Objectives 

According to the research problems above, the research objectives are: 

1. To identify the types of Directive Illocutionary Act used by Jacob 

Magellan Portman in “Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children” 

Novel By Ransom Riggs 

2. To find out the dominant type of Directive Illocutionary Act used by 

Jacob Magellan Portman in “Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar 

Children”  Novel By Ransom Riggs 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

The researcher focuses on the use of Illocutionary act.. This research is 

limited on analyzing the Directive type of Illocutionary act produced by Jacob 

Magellan Portman in “Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children” novel 

written by Ransom Riggs. The utterances of Jacob’s Directive Illocutionary Acts  
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were limited from chapter 10 and eleven because the two chapters consist of the 

climax and the seolutions of the story, and it is where the most pragmatic aspects 

could be found.  

1.5 Research Significance 

The result of this research aims to fulfill the use in practical and theoretical 

aspects. For the practical aspect, this research expected to contribute as the future 

reference for illocutionary act and novel. It is also expected to be the source of 

sociolinguistics and literature for the students and lecturers of the University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. Meanwhile, for the theoretical aspect, this research is 

expected to give the useful contribution of illocutionary act and novel theory. 

Therefore, it also provides additional information about illocutionary act and 

novel. 

Thus, from the two aspects, hopefully this research could enhance the 

understanding of illocutionary act and novel particularly for the students of 

English Language Education Department of University Muhammadiyah Malang. 

The research is hoped to be able to help those who want to conduct their research 

in the same field as a reference and more additional information. 
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1.6 Definition of Key Term 

To fully grasp the understanding of this research, the researcher will 

present the key terms related to this study. They are as follow: 

1. Sociolinguistics is a study of how language works in casual 

conversations, the exposed media, norms in society, policies, and laws. 

(Wardaugh. 2010) 

2. Illocutionary act is an act that is delivered through the communicative 

force of an utterance. It is classified into five types, which are 

declarations, representatives, expressive, directives, and commisive 

(Yule, 2008). 

3. Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children is the novel that is 

observed in this research. It was written by Ransom Riggs and was 

published in 2013. 

4. Main character or often known as chief character in a plot, on whom 

our interest centers, is called the protagonist (or alternatively, the hero 

or heroine) (Abrams & Harpham, 2012). 

5. Novel is the extended works of fiction written in prose. (Abrams & 

Harpham, 2012) 

 


