
 

CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

  

Chapter II presents review of related literature which is based on the 

relevant theories. It covers young learners, Teaching English to Young Learners 

(TEYL), basic principles of TEYL, factor influencing in TEYL, steps of teaching, 

and teaching strategy. 

 

2.1 Young Learners  

Phillips (2001:12) defines, “Young learners as children from the first year of 

formal schooling (five or six years old) to eleven or twelve years of age.” So, 

there are many factors that influence children’s maturity. For example, their 

culture, their environment (city or rural), their sex, and the expectation of their 

peers and parents.  

On the other hand, Scoot (2001:1) has different opinion about dividing 

young learners. Scoot assumes that children are divided into two; the students in 

five to seven years old and the eight to ten years old. The students in five to seven 

years old are all at level one, the beginner stage. And the eight to ten years old 

may also beginners, or they may have been learning the foreign language for some 

time, so there are both level one and level two pupil in the eight to ten group.  

Indeed, the Young Learners are children who study in Elementary school. 

Children are divided into two level : level one are children from five to seven 

years old, level two are children from eight  to twelve years old.  
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2.1.1 The Characteristic of Children of Five to Seven Years Old 

According to Scoot (2001:2), in this age, children can talk about what they 

are doing and argue something and tell you why they think what they think. It 

happens because they can use logical reasoning and their vivid imagination. 

Moreover, they can use wide range of intonation patterns in their mother tongue 

and understand direct human interaction. 

Other Characteristics of these children are that they know that the world is 

governed by rules. They may not always understand the rules, but they know that 

they are there to be obeyed, and the rules help to nurture a feeling of security. 

Besides they understand situations more quickly that they understand the language 

used.  

Nevertheless, they have a very short attention and concentration span. So 

the teachers should manage the class efficiently because they also love to play, 

and learn best when they are enjoying themselves. They are very logical-what you 

say first happens first and have enthusiasm about learning.  

 

2.1.2 The Characteristic of Children of Eight to Ten Years Old 

Children of five are little children. Children of ten are relatively mature 

children with an adult side and a childish side. Many of characteristics listed 

above will be things of the past. According to Scoot (2001:3) the general 

characteristics in this age are their basic concepts are formed, and then they have 

very decided views of the world. They also can tell the difference between fact 

and fiction.  
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Besides, they ask question all the time. They rely on the spoken word as 

well as the physical world to convey and understand meaning. Additionally, they 

are able to make some decisions about their own learning because they can 

definite views about what they like and don’t like doing and able to work with 

others and learn from others.  

 

2.2 Teaching English to Young Learners (TEYL) 

The teaching English at the primary school has not undergone any 

significant changes despite the facts that the concept and the implementation is 

not yet really understood by the teachers. In this teaching stage, Sabilah (2004:4) 

has stated, “Teachers should understand that there are various methods used for 

learning English. This means that a creative teacher has a long list of possibilities 

of classroom activities.” 

On the other hand, based on the characteristics of young children, Singleton 

(in Sabilah, 2004:10) stated that the initial activities can be oral game oriented 

before the written language is introduced after sometime. So, there are a number 

of reasons for TEYL that does not rely simply on the claim that is the best time to 

learn language well: The need to expose children from an early age to an 

understanding of foreign cultures so that they grow up tolerant and sympathetic to 

others, the need to link communication to the understanding of new concepts, the 

need for maximum learning time for important languages, the earlier you start the 

more time you get and do not forget to start with early second language 

instruction so that later the language can be used as a medium of teaching.  
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On the other side, Scoot (2002:5) states that teachers should know the eight 

points in TEYL. First, words are not enough. The teachers should not rely on the 

spoken words only. Most activities for the young learners should include 

movement and involve the senses. Moreover, using plenty objects and pictures are 

also important. Second, play with the language. Let the pupils talk about 

themselves. Make up rhymes, sing songs, and tell stories. Playing with the 

language in this way is very common in first language development and is a very 

natural stage in the first stage of foreign language learning too. 

Third, language as language. Becoming aware of language as something 

separate from the events taking place takes time. Most eight to ten year olds 

already have this awareness in their own language. The spoken word is often 

accompanied by other clues to meaning-facial expression, movement, etc.  

Since concentration and attention spans are short, variety is a must. This is 

the fourth. The teachers should make the variety of activity, variety of pace, 

variety of organization, variety of voice and so on. The fifth is routine. Use 

familiar situations, familiar activities, and repeat stories, rhymes, etc. The next is 

cooperation. Group the children together whenever possible. This does not mean 

that they have to work in groups all the time. But most children like to have other 

children around them, and sitting with others encourages cooperation.  

The seven point is grammar. The EYL teachers should note the structures, 

the function, and grammar items which the teachers want the students to learn as 

well as those they already know, but this prat is only include the barest minimum. 
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So, the best time to introduce some part of grammar is either when the students 

ask for explanation, or when you think the students will benefit from learning 

grammar. 

 And the last point is assessment.  It is always useful for the teachers to 

make regular notes about each child’s progress. It also uses for giving information 

about how their children are doing. Then, TEYL is not easy. EYL teachers may 

consider, master, and know the concepts and points which are related with English 

teaching-learning.  

 

2.3 Basic Principles of TEYL 

Teaching young learners is absolutely different from teaching adult learners. 

It requires certain knowledge, strategy, and technique. Therefore, it needs basic 

principles in order to lead the teachers in classroom activity. According to Phillips  

(2001:8), there are four principles of TEYL. 

2.3.1 Fun  

When teaching young learners, the teachers must conduct fun and 

interesting classroom activity because every children like to do something fun. 

The enthusiasm that the teachers show in being with the students and doing 

something together with them eventually is transmitted to students. If the students 

have fun and enjoyment in doing something,  they will be interested in English 

and love being in English class.  
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2.3.2 Model  

TEYL will be effective when the teachers also gather it with how to use it 

whether in form of spoken and written. The children find it difficult to understand 

word instruction. Instead of explaining, teachers can always act the word out. It 

means that the teachers gives example of being a model before offering the 

students to do it. By watching and listening to the teachers’ modelling, students 

will be able to grasp the new words quickly.  

 

2.3.3 Recycle  

Recycle is very important in the content of TEYL. Recycle in teaching EYL 

emphasizes the teachers to use something around the children to explain the 

topic/material. So, it makes an active interaction between the teachers and 

students. For example, when a teachers try to introduce the shape, i.e. circle, 

firstly teachers can ask students to trace a cycle with their finger. So the teachers 

can assign the students to make with play dough, cut a circle or colour circle. This 

way a language points is not easily forgotten for them.  

 

2.3.4 Feedback 

Students need to know whenever they do something is correct or incorrect. 

But, in order to correct students, the teachers should not say ‘wrong or it is bad 

answer or saying ‘no’, then give them the correct one. Moreover, the teachers 

should not judge the students when they make mistake because the important 

thing is not penalizing learners for mistake, but finding the way to cure them.  
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2.4 Instructional Material  

In the teaching and learning process, one of the teachers’ duties is the way 

of how to make use of available materials to assist learners in internalizing and 

applying what they have learned. As, the language teachers, they are requires to 

be creative enough to provide the learners with a wide range of learning activities 

or tasks so as to enable them to reach learning goals defined.  

Teaching materials for young learners are selected and developed by 

considering/referring to the learners’ characteristics which are not the same as 

those of high school students, one of which is learning by doing, according to 

Scoot (in Sabilah, 2004). Scoot (1983), Lee (in Bicknell Trotman, 1988), Boige 

(in Bicknell and Trotman, 1988), Nunan (1989) and palim (1990) (in Sabilah, 

2004) put forward some ideas on how to select and develop teaching points for 

young learners, as follow:  

1. Topics should be based on children’s world, like family, pets, kinds of 

toys, etc. it is expected the learners focus their attention on the language 

taught and learned, not on knowledge background.  

2. Topics should start with things known/closed to their learners’ domain and 

are extended to things unknown/distance to them.  

3. Topics are of children’s interest.  

4. Teaching points presented are within children’s ability with the use of 

simple English.  

5. Task-based activities are importance.  
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6. Instructional materials are combination of fiction and non-fiction.  

7. Materials are oriented to the English syllabus implemented and develop 

both language components (listening, writing, reading, and speaking).  

8. Domestic and foreign cultural items are to be gradually presented.  

9. Teaching points and tasks should be in the line with the learners’ age.   

 

2.5 Steps of Teaching  

To be a successful who assists students in the mastery of the material under 

study, the teachers must plan the steps on a daily basis. The degree to which the 

teachers’ plan not only depends on teachers’ assumption, but also understanding 

the students’ need and condition. Besides, the teachers should know two major 

considerations. They are the choice of content to be covered in the lesson, and 

also the entering level of the students. However, the steps of teaching can provide 

a way to help teachers to think about his/her activities in the classroom. Based on 

Sabri (2004:13), there are three steps/instructions in teaching activity. They are   

pre-instruction, while instruction, and post-instruction.  

 

2.5.1 Pre-Instruction  

Pre-Instruction is the opening of the lesson that consists of the procedures 

where the teachers focuses the students’ attention and arouse their motivation by 

giving stimulus. So, the teachers should provide the favourable physical setting to 

invite the students to provide some material. Moreover, teachers check the 
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attendant list, reviews the last lesson, and gives the time to the students to ask 

more information or do any activities to stimulate their motivation.  

 

2.5.2 While-Instruction 

In this session, the teachers present the material and tries to get them in 

accepting the material. The teachers also explain the aim of material clearly, 

writes it to give more understanding. In TEYL, giving some examples and using 

various media will help the students to understand the lesson. The material should 

be in various activities and presented interestingly in order to avoid monotonous. 

Besides, the roles of teachers in this session are to monitor the students’ 

performance and include them in a activity.  

2.5.3 Post-Instruction/Evaluation  

The last step in teaching activity is evaluation. It aims to evaluate the all 

activity that have been done. In this time, the teachers should have to review all 

the material, giving some questions related to the topic in order to measure 

students’ understanding. Finally, to enrich the students’ knowledge, it is possible 

to give homework related to the material. Before closing the class, it is very 

important for the teachers to tell them about the next topic.  

Briefly, those steps of teaching are integrated each other and should be 

applied in teaching-learning process. Therefore, the teachers are expected to 

manage the time flexibility in order the student can fully comprehend the material.   
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2.6 Teaching Strategy  

Kozna (in Uno, 2007:1) believes that teaching strategies can be defined as 

chosen activities which facilitate and help students to achieve the aim of teaching- 

learning process. Dick and Carey (in Uno, 2007:1) also have a different view 

about teaching strategies. For them, teaching strategy is overall teaching 

components and procedure or steps in teaching activities that is used by the 

teachers to help the students to reach the goal of teaching-learning process. 

Besides, Groppper (in Uno, 2007:2) assumes that teaching strategies are chosen 

tasks to help the students in understanding the teaching material.  

In line with it, the researcher concludes that teaching strategy is the way to 

select the teaching activity in the teaching-learning process to achieve the goal of 

learning. Furthermore, according to Uno (2007: 3), selecting the teaching 

strategies should consider some aspects, such as learning condition, teaching-

learning sources, and also students’ needs and characteristics. Moreover, teaching 

strategies are very different from teaching technique and method. Brown 

(2000:171) defines teaching technique as wide variety of devices used in the 

language classroom. Nevertheless, method is a classroom set in the classroom 

activity.  

 

2.6.1 Kinds of Teaching Strategy  

There are many strategies in TEYL. Therefore, it is very important to the 

teachers to choose a great strategy in order to achieve the goal of teaching- 
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learning process. According to Russell et al. (2011) and Nyquist & Wehrli (2002), 

there are some kinds of strategy that can be used by the teachers.   

 

2.6.1.1 Presentation Strategy  

In the way of presentation, the teachers will provide and explain some 

information and to the students. Moreover, in this strategy, the teachers should 

include some questions to the students, then they can try to answer. Besides, the 

source of information is very various, as internet, video recording, video, etc.  

This strategy can be an effective means of providing new information and 

clarifying existing information to a large heterogeneous group in a short period of 

time. It is also useful for covering underlying concepts, principles, and systems. 

Furthermore, it can be a good means to set the stage the necessary groundwork 

and parameters for a subsequent activity and may stimulate learners’ interest in 

future study. 

Nevertheless, it offers limited opportunities for assessment and feedback. It 

can become a crutch for teachers who do not really know the material thoroughly. 

Additionally, it leads to learners overload as it is common for teachers to include 

too much information in too short a time frame. Consequently, it provides little 

opportunity for learners’ independent thinking.  

In line with it, the teachers should know the keys to success in using this 

strategy. The teachers should identify which learning objectives are partially or 

fully best achieved by this strategy. Additionally, the teachers may develop a solid 



17 
 

introduction, body, and closure and spice it up with analogies, stories, quotes, 

startling statistics, vivid language, etc. the teacher can also develops quality 

supporting audio-visual aids and know how to use them and any needed 

equipment.  

 

2.6.1.2 Demonstration Strategy   

Demonstration strategy should give the opportunity to the students to see 

and the real procedure in some activity, such as making cake etc. in this strategy, 

the teachers can play as the main actor, or ask the students to practice. Moreover, 

by the technology development, the teachers can use media, such as video to play 

as many as possible. The aim of this strategy makes the students easier in 

understanding material or ask the students to imitate the activity.  

The advantages in using this strategy are helps people who learn well by 

modelling others, promotes self-confidence, provides opportunity for targeted 

questions and answers, and allows attention to be focused on specific details 

rather than general theories. Nonetheless, it may not be appropriate for the 

different learning rates of the participants. It also requires that demonstrator have 

specialized expertise if highly technical tasks are involved. 

In this strategy, the teachers may able to do well what they want to 

demonstrate. Carefully plan the demonstration. So, keep the demonstration simple 

and the explanation thorough enough to meet your objectives. Further, the 

teachers should give learners an opportunity to practice what has been 

demonstrated.   
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2.6.1.3 Game Strategy  

Game gives a competitive environment in teaching learning process. 

Because it pressures the students to obey the regulation. It is also a good strategy 

to motivate the students and to avoid the boredom, especially in the repetitive 

material. Moreover, game gives the students an opportunity to solve problem, give 

solution, or express students’ understanding and mastery.   

Furthermore, it can add or regenerate motivation, promotes team learning 

and collaborative skills, and provides a challenge that can lead to confidence in 

knowing and expressing the material and feedback. Besides, it can create a “fun” 

learning environment. Nevertheless, the teachers should understand the 

disadvantages of this strategy. It can create in-group/out-group feelings, and also 

can create feelings of inadequacy in those not as skilled or forceful. 

In order to do this strategy, the teachers also must choose relevant games at 

an appropriate level that can be reasonably expected to achieve the learning 

objectives. So they may introduce the game and make the directions objectives 

clear. The important one is the teachers must keep a handle on things. 

 

2.6.1.4 Small-Group Discussion 

By this strategy, the teachers should provide some tasks, problems, or jobs 

that carry the students to do in groups or pairs. It helps students explore pre-

existing knowledge and build on what they know, facilitates exchange of ideas 

and awareness of mutual concerns, and promotes development of critical thinking 
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skills. In addition, it develops leadership, teamwork, communication, and 

collaboration skills. 

When using this strategy, the teachers must understand the risks. For 

instance, it can be frustrating for participants when they are at significantly 

different levels of knowledge and skill and increases potential for inter- personal 

conflicts. However, the teachers can minimize the risk by applying the key of 

success while using this strategy. The teachers may use trained faculty or student 

facilitators to effectively manage group dynamics, help the group address conflict 

in constructive ways, and ensure seating arrangement that facilitates discussion.   

From the explanation above, the writer can state some characteristics of 

each teaching strategies   

 

No Kinds of 

Strategy  

Spesific Characteristics  

1 Presentation   The teachers explain detail information to the 

students. 

The teachers should include some questions to the 

students, then they can try to answer.   

The teachers may develop a solid introduction and 

spice it up with analogies, stories, vivid language, 

etc.  

The teachers also use audio-visual aids.  
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2. Demonstration  The topics present factually, and step by step.  

The teachers show and explain the activity while 

presenting the material.  

Imitated by students.   

The teachers use factual media to explain the topic. 

3. Game  It can create a “fun” learning environment. 

The teachers must introduce the game and make the 

clear directions. 

It provides a challenge that can lead to confidence in 

knowing and expressing the material and feedback. 

4. Small-Group 

Discussion 

The students must be divided into small groups or 

pairs.  

The teachers should give some problems or tasks.  

The teachers may manage the class well, avoid from 

the conflict.  

The class may be ended by joyful situation, for 

example by singing a song.  

 

In conclusion, the teacher must apply an appropriate strategy for different 

situations, especially in teaching young learners which always need specific 

strategy.  
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