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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 In this chapter, the writer discusses some aspects related to the 

background of the study, statements of the problem, the objective of the study, 

scope and limitation of the study, the significance of the study and definitions of 

the key terms. 

1.1 Background of the study 

Language variation is a variety of speaker to express the language. According 

to Eifring and Theil (2005), language variation also refers to various forms of 

language that requires references to social factors because language varies from 

place to another, from one social group to another and from one situation to 

another situation. The study of language variation is an important part of 

sociolinguistics. According to Wardhaugh (2006), sociolinguistics is concerned 

with investigating and understanding the structure of language and how language 

functions in communication in the relationships between language and society. 

There are five language varieties. Those are dialect, register, slang, jargon, and 

colloquial. The researcher focuses on colloquial language. 

Colloquial is an informal words or phrases which are used in writing or 

speech. Vrabel (2010) states that colloquial words mark the massage as 

conversational and used in informal speech and writing, but unacceptable in polite 

conversation or business correspondence. According to Trask (1999), colloquial 
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is ordinary and relaxed, which means that people are using the informal variety in 

their language when they are completely unselfconscious or relaxed. Colloquial 

can include contractions like don’t and ain’t; connecting words or phrases like 

wanna and spill the beans; abbreviation words like ice for ice-cream;and using 

many words or expressions which we would not use in formal contexts, such as 

“beats me”rather than “I don’t know” and “gotta pee” in place of “would you 

excuse me for a minute?”.  

 Colloquial words are often used in a rap song. According to Kennedy and 

Gioia (2002), rap is a form of popular poetry because rap lyrics are spoken rather 

than sung. One of the famous rappers who have a lot of words in a song is 

Eminem. In 2013, Eminem made an album entitled “Marshall Mathers LP2” 

produced by Dr. Dre and Rick Rubin. In that album, he made a song entitled 

“Rap God” which has 6 minutes and 4 seconds length and 1,560 words, also 

“Bad Guy” that has shifting storytelling based on Billboard reports. Because of 

that statement, the writer is interested in finding the colloquial words which 

Eminem used and defines the meaning of those words in its song lyrics from 

Marshall Mathers LP2 album. 

There are two previous researches which are related to this. The first research 

was conducted by Ratih (2015) entitled The Analysis of Translation Techniques 

and Quality of Colloquial Expressions in the Film We’re the Millers and the 

second research was conducted by Septiani (2016) entitled Colloquial Words 

Used by Teenagers in Twitter Update Writing. The first research was focused on 
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the quality of translation from colloquial expressions which are using the form of 

single words in American comedy film entitled“We’re the Millers”, while the 

current research is focused on colloquial words found in “Marshall Mathers 

LP2” album by Eminem and the second research was focused on the types of 

colloquial itself in “Teenagers in Twitter Update Writing”, while this current 

research focused on the types and meaning of colloquial itself.  

Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested in the colloquial 

wordused by Eminem entitled “Analysis of Colloquial Words Found in Song 

Lyrics from Eminem Album Marshal Mathers LP2” and there is still very limited 

in analysis the colloquial words in song. 

1.2 Statements of Problem 

Based on the research background, the following research problems are 

proposed: 

1. What are the colloquial words found in song lyrics from Eminem album 

“Marshall Mathers LP2” 

2. What is the meaning of the colloquial words found based on its type in song 

lyrics from Eminem album “Marshall Mathers LP2” 

1.3 Objective of the Study 

The objectives of this study are based on the Statements of problem, the 

following objectives are proposed 

1. To find out the colloquial words found in song lyrics from Eminem album 

“Marshall Mathers LP2” 
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2. To find out the meaning of the colloquial words found based on its type in 

song lyrics from Eminem album “Marshall Mathers LP2” 

1.4 Scope and Limitation of the Study 

The scope of this study is analyzing the colloquial words. There are 15 songs 

and 1 skit in Eminem’s Album and the limitation of this research is focused on 

the analyzing the colloquial words found in one Eminem’s song lyrics entitled 

Rap God from the Marshall Mathers LP2 album produced by Dr. Dre and Rick 

Rubin in 2013. The researcher choose this song because it has many words than 

any other songs in the Marshall Mathers LP2 album 

1.5 The significance of the Study 

The result of this research is expected to give a contribution to English 

Department students and future researcher. For the English Language Education 

Department students, this research can be used as an additional reference and 

especially forsociolinguistics study’s student. Besides, this research can provide 

some information that is related to colloquial expressions. For the future 

researcher, the result of this research is expected to provide more information 

about the colloquial word, and this research can be used as a reference for the 

upcoming research by analyzing the colloquial expression. 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

1 Analysis: it is a process to make something separated into parts, and those 

parts are given detailed and logical examination, resulting a relatively and 

consistent complete explanation of the matters. (Harmon & Holman, 

2003) 
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2 Colloquial: colloquial words mark the massage as conversational and used 

in informal speech and writing, but unacceptable in polite conversation or 

business correspondence. (Vrabel, 2010) 

3 Song: it is a lyric poem adapted to musical expression. (Harmon & 

Holman, 2003) 

4 Marshall Mathers LP2 album: Eminem’s album produced by Dr. Dre and 

Rick Rubin in 2013. 

5.  Rap God: Eminem’s song which has 6 minutes and 4 seconds length and 

1,560 words. 


