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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter presents the review of related literature of the study, it 

contains some sub chapters. They are Language Learning Strategiesand Students’ 

Ability. 

2.1 Language Learning Strategies 

Language learning strategies are terms referring to the processes and actions 

that are consciously deployed by language learners to help them to learn or use a 

language more effectively. The successful students are students who spend a lot of 

time doing the following things, one of them is using many different strategies for 

learning. The students choose their appropriate strategies to help them in 

understanding the language skills. The successful learners can be labeled by good 

language learner (Brown, 2002). Moreover, language learning strategy is step 

taken by people to achieve the goals of learning. Language learning strategies are 

defined as steps taken by students to enhance their own learning (Shi Hong, 

2017). 

Language learning strategies classified into direct and indirect strategy. The 

category of direct strategies consist of memory strategies, cognitive strategies and 

compensation strategies then indirect strategies consist of metacognitive 

strategies, affective strategies and social strategies. Direct learning strategies 

directly include the target language in the process of learning, while indirect 

strategies assist and direct language learning without immediately include the 

target language. Direct strategies are memory, cognitive, and compensation 
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strategies. Indirect strategies are classified into metacognitive strategies, affective 

strategies, and social strategies. Meanwhile, the highlight types of learning 

strategies are; metacognitive is a term to express strategies which require planning 

for learning, thinking about the learning process, monitoring of comprehension as 

well as evaluation after an activity is completed; cognitive  is a conscious way in 

processing the target language. It means, they are more limited to specific learning 

task also involve more direct manipulation of the learning material itself. 

Repetition, translation and note taking. Social and affective strategies are of 

paramount importance as they involve interaction with another person. They are 

generally considered to be applicable to various tasks; questioning for clarification 

and cooperating with others to solve a problem. 

2.1.1 Categories of Language Learning Strategies 

In relation to the meaning of language learning strategies, there are two 

categories of language learning strategies (Alfian, 2016). 

a. Direct Strategies 

The direct strategies are helpful to the students because it can helprecover 

information.These waysfacilitate learners to provide language even when there 

is gap in knowledgealso help to understand and use the new language. The 

Direct Strategies are formulated as follows; 

1. Memory Strategy 

Memory strategy involves the mental process for get new information in the 

memory and for retrieving them when needed. This strategy has three 

categories: 



 

7 

 

 Employing Action; using Physical Response or sensation using mechanical 

technique 

 Applying images and sounds; using imagery, mapping using keyword, 

representing sound in student memory 

 Grouping, associating, elaborating or debating even when learning process 

2. Cognitive Strategy 

This strategy is a conscious way in processing the target language. It involves 

four categories as well practicing, receiving and sending messages, analyzing 

and reasoning, and creating structure for input and output. Practicing in this 

strategy consists of; 

 Receiving and sending messages; getting the idea quickly 

 Analyzing and reasoning: students are able to make reasoning, analyzing 

expressions and across language, can be able to translating and transferred 

any idea to communicate.  

 Creating Structure for inputand output; taking notes and summarizing 

3. Compensation Strategy 

Compensation strategies enable learners to use the language either in speaking 

and writing even lack of the knowledge. This strategy consists of; 

 Developing intelligence 

 Overcoming limitation in speaking: switching to the mother tongue, getting 

help, taking attention in mime and gesture,  avoiding communication 

partially or totally 
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b. Indirect Strategy 

Indirect strategies related to the direct strategies. They help learner regulate 

the learning process. These strategies support and manage language learning 

without direct engagement and therefore are called indirect strategies. The 

Indirect Strategies are formulated as follows; 

1. Metacognitive Strategies 

It allows learners to control their cognitive in order to coordinate the learning 

process. This strategy consists of; 

 Evaluating student learning; self monitoring and self evaluation  

 Centering student learning; overview and linking with already known 

material, paying attention 

 Arranging student learning; finding out about language learning, 

organizing, setting goals and objectives and also identifying the purposes of 

a language task, planning for language task and seeking practice 

opportunities 

2. Affective Strategies 

Affective strategy assists learners to manage their emotions, motivation, and 

attitudes toward learning process. It consists of; 

 Lowering student anxiety; using progressive relaxation, deep breathing or 

meditation using music or using laughter 

 Taking student emotional temperature; discussing your feeling with 

someone else  

 Encouraging student self; making positive statement and taking risk wisely 
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3. Social Strategies 

This strategy facilitates language learning through interaction with others. It 

consists of: 

 Cooperating with other; cooperating with peers, cooperating with proficient 

user of the new language 

 Asking question; asking for making clarification or verification and also 

asking for correction 

 Empathising with others; developing cultural understanding, becoming 

aware of others feeling 

2.2 Students’ Ability 

Students’ ability means the characteristic mode of functioning that an 

individual shows in intellectual activities in a highly consistent and persuasive 

way (Adeyemo, 2010). The potential of students to engage themselves 

meaningfully in any academic task which requires higher cognitive functioning 

depends on elements which consist of their educational potentiality. 

In this research, ability means the level of English proficiency that use 

language strategies more often by learners. The learners who employ the 

language strategies are successful learners. The higher the level of a language 

learner the more frequent their use of strategies (Griffiths, 2003). Moreover, 

students’ ability is the level of language learner who frequent their use of 

strategies in learning process. 
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2.2.1 Function of Students’ Ability 

Students’ ability as individual intelligent to solve problems in learning 

process. Students’ ability as individual intelligent with high ability better than 

medium and low ability (Holt, 2005). Students with high ability showed evidence 

of good performance in learning activities. Then, students with medium abilty 

showed relatively better on learning process involving social materials. They can 

improve  their ability like students with high ability. Low ability is below average 

might causes of under achievement to peer influence on educational choices 

quality of teaching. Students with high ability, they more easily to stucture 

information, solve problems, also more creative even when learning activities. 

2.2.2 Categories of Students’ Ability 

According to the explanation above, Adeyemo categorised student’s 

ability into three types. The three categories of students’ ability in relation to 

teaching-learning situation such as high, medium and low (Adeyemo, 2010). 

a. High ability 

The level of students who showed evidence of high performance capability 

in such areas as intellectual, creative, or artistic capacity or in specific 

academic fields. High ability learners are those that prefer isolation and 

social distance, theoretical and abstract ideas to field independent learners. 

In this case, the high ability group has greater ability to structure 

informationand solve problems. 
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b. Medium ability  

The level of students who perform relatively better on learning activities 

involving social materials, and are more likely to require external defined 

goals and reinforcements. 

c. Low ability 

The level is below average might causes of under achievement to social 

disadvantages (low income, poor health), peer influence on educational 

choices, quality of teaching, domination of the organization and curriculum 

of secondary schools by public examination and sex-differences. Some of 

these claims might not have anything to do with disparity in ability of 

students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


