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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter introduces the background of study, statement of problem, 

purpose of study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and definition of key 

terms. 

1.1 Background of Study 

Language learning strategies are terms referring to the processes and 

actions that are consciously deployed by language learners to help them learn or 

use a language more effectively. They have been defined as thoughts and actions, 

consciously chosen and operationalized by language learners, to assist them in 

carrying out a multiplicity of tasks from the very outset of learning to the most 

advanced levels of target language performance. This ways and activities or 

actions in learning a language was previously known as Language Learning 

Strategies (Khosravi, 2012).  

Language learning strategies can also create a productive, student centred 

learning environment in which students are encouraged to be autonomous or 

independent learners who can take control of their learning (Benson, 2001). 

Furthermore, Language learning strategies has significance role in language 

learning, research on language learning strategies has been conducted by focusing 

on several related factors, such as gender, age, performance test scores, and 

cultural background, proficiency level (Alfian, 2015). 

Ability in this research refers to high level of English proficiency use the 

language strategies more often. The most common category used was the 
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Metacognitive strategy which includes make a plan, set goals, evaluate their 

learning itself, and more interaction with others to asking and giving new 

information and knowledge in their learning process (Song, 2004). 

This research was interesting to know whether the learner’s English 

proficiency is influenced by the use of specific strategies on students’ ability for 

successful learners. Research on language learning strategies has been conducted 

by focusing on several related factors, such as gender, age, performance test 

scores, and cultural background, proficiency level (Al-Otaibi, 2004; Holt, 2005). 

Furthermore, there are two categories of strategies which consist of the 

Metacognitive and Cognitive. Metacognitive strategies were most frequently used 

by the students when comparing to cognitive strategies (Song, 2004). That is why 

this research focuses on analyzing strategies influence on students’ ability or not. 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

Regarding with the background of the study above, the research problem 

is; 

1. Does (Metacognitive and Cognitive) strategies of language learning 

correlate on students’ ability in junior high school? 

1.3 Research Purpose and Hypotheses 

This research has a purpose to analyze the correlation language learning 

strategies on students’ ability. Hypotheses is propotion that stated 

prediction of particular relationship between two or more variables (Baily, 

Kenneth D, 1978). There are two hypotheses for this research; 
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1. H
1 : 

there is significant correlation between language learning strategies 

(Metacognitive and Cognitive) and students’ ability in junior high school. 

2. H
0
 : there is no significant correlation between language learning strategies 

(Metacognitive and Cognitive) and students’ ability in junior high school. 

1.4 Significance of Study 

The result of this study is expected to give contribution to these following 

people; 

1. For teachers, this study provides some information about the correlation 

and influence of language learning strategieson students’ ability. 

2. For students, this study hopefully can affect the way students adopt a 

specific kinds of strategies and develop their ability more. 

3. For readers, this study is expected to provide more information about how 

the language learning strategies can influence students’ ability. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

Based on the statement of problem above, the scope of this study is 

about the correlation between language learning strategies and students’ 

ability in Junior High School 2 Gedeg Mojokerto and the limitation of this 

study are grade VII students (freshmen) on first semester in Junior High 

School 2 Gedeg Mojokerto. 
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1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

In order to avoid ambiguity, misinterpretation, and misunderstanding, it is 

important to define some terms related in this study; 

1. Language Learning Strategies are specific methods or techniques used by 

individual learners to facilitate the comprehension, retention, retrieval and 

application of information for language learning and acquisition. This 

ways and activities or actions in learning a language was previuosly 

known as Language Learning Strategies (Grainger, 2012). 

2. Students’ Ability is the learners with a level of English proficiency that use 

language strategies more often. The lerners who employ the language 

strategies are successful learners. The higher the level of a language 

learner the more frequent their use of strategies (Griffiths, 2003). 

3. Correlation is the measurement of the relationship between two or more 

variables using correlational statistics. These Variables already occur in 

the group or population, aren’t controlled by the experimenter or are 

already present together (Borg, W. R., Gall, M. D, 1998). 

4. Students of Junior High School are students of Junior High School 2 

Gedeg Mojokerto are freshmen on grade VII as a sample for this research.  


