
 

7 
 

CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

 In this chapter, the researcher is trying to discuss the appropriate review of 

theoretical literature. The point to be discussed here are (1) teaching English for 

young learners, (2) characteristics of young learners, (3) characteristics of English 

teacher of young learners, (4) teaching method, and (5) kinds of teaching methods 

to teach English for young learners. 

2.1 Teaching English for Young Learners 

 Elementary education refers to the education given to young learners around 

5-11 years old (Alaba, 2014). Teaching and learning English for young learners 

provides the students’ English language competencies in the golden age which is 

the age that children can learn anything easily. It means that the students in English 

for young learners class are around 5-11 years old, so they can memorize the 

material given by the teacher easily. Sukarno (2008) claim that in teaching English 

to young learners in elementary school, the teacher must comprehend the concept 

of acquisition and learning. In line with the idea, it can be stated that teaching 

English for young learners is helping and facility young learners, for their 

knowledge, understanding and information about English. 

  In line with the previous statement, teaching English to young learners is 

helping and facilitating young learners. Before teaching young learners, teachers 

must know the kinds of language learning resources for young learners. Sukarno  

(2008) point out the kinds of language learning resources for young learners. 
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 Firstly, interesting activities which children usually do in their daily lives, it 

can be the learning resources (Sukarno, 2008). It means that English for young 

learners teacher should be creative to make some activity on learning that related to 

anything that children usually do. To help teachers to make an interesting activity. 

Secondly, learning resources must be appropriate with children’s aptitude, will, and 

the world (Sukarno, 2008). In line with the idea, it can be stated that English for 

young learners teacher should know some characters, songs, and games in English. 

It makes the materials more interesting for the students and makes student easy to 

understand the material. Thirdly, the teacher must be able to understand the 

technique and resource (Sukarno, 2008). It means that the technique and resources 

are relevant to the student. It is not too difficult and not to easy. 

 However, in real life, the implementation of teaching and learning English 

for young learners do not run well as mention from the theory above. Other theories 

mention that the best way of teaching English for young learners is the teacher 

should understand the class very well before entering the teaching process (Sabilah 

et.al., 2009). 

 In order to lead the teachers in classroom activity, teaching English for 

young learners needs basic principle. Sabilah (2009) mentions four basic principles 

of teaching for young learners, as follows. 

a. Recycle 

Resources are not limited. Recycling material is a fun way to put student 

creativity and teach them to care about the environment. Usually, the teacher 

uses paper, bottles, and plastic. 
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b. Fun  

English for young learners teacher must be creative to cover the teaching and 

learning process in a fun way. Which is make interesting classroom activity and 

doing something fun together with the children to make them feel happy and 

high spirit. 

c. Feedback 

Feedback is very important to give to the students at the end of the activity, the 

middle of activity or can be at the beginning of the activities in the classroom. 

It can help the student improve their ability. In order to correct the answer, the 

teacher must use a polite way. For example, the teacher should never say 

“wrong”. In order to correct the answer, the teacher gives them the correct one 

without discouraging them. For example, “it is good, but......” 

d. Model 

Sometimes the student difficult to understand the instruction of the teacher. So, 

the teacher must give an action of the word use and the examples in delivering 

the materials. It will help the student catch the new word more quickly and the 

classroom more effective. 

 

2.2 Characteristics of Young Learners 

 Young learners are unique and they have different characteristics from adult 

learners. The unique and the characters are the way their learning and also it gives 

some implications to the process of teaching. 
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 Accordig to Slatterly & Willis (2001), young learners fewer than seven 

years old have characteristics, as follows: 

a. They acquire through hearing and experiencing lost of English, in much the 

same way they acquire L1. 

b. They learn things through playing; they are not consciously trying to learn new 

words or phrase – for them it’s incidental. 

c. They love playing with language sound, imitating, and making funny noises. 

d. They are not able to organize their learning. 

e. They are not able to read or write in L1; important to recycle language through 

talk and pay. 

f. Their grammar will develop gradually on its own when exposed to lost of 

English in context. 

 Meanwhile, Slatterly & Willis (2001) also stated that young learners, at 

seven until twelve years old, have different characteristics, as follows: 

a. They are learning to read and write in L1. 

b. They are developing as thinkers. 

c. They understand the difference between the real and the imaginary. 

d. They can play and organize how best carry out an activity. 

e. They can work with others and learn from others. 

f. They can be reliable and take responsibility for class activities and routines. 

 In line with the theory above, it can be stated that knowing these 

characteristics will help the teacher teach their students more effectively and also 
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understand that students learning by doing. So, it will be easy to reach the teaching 

and learning goals.  

 

2.3 Characteristics of English Teacher of Young Learners 

 According to Scott and Ytreberg in Sabilah et.al., (2009) mentions some 

characteristics of the teacher of young learners, as follows: 

a. Loving children 

‘Loving children’ is a teacher, which must be instilled in every teacher, 

especially in English for young learners teacher. When the teacher is teaching 

with love, he/she will do the best thing to make the student understand he lesson 

and comfortable in following the class. 

b. Having excellent oral fluency 

Mastering in speaking skill is helping the teacher on the teaching process. It will 

avoid the mistaken spoken of the teacher including excellent pronunciation and 

lovely voice. The teacher is role model for the student, they will copy anything 

that teacher say in the classroom. 

c. Knowing child psychology 

By knowing and understand the children’s psychology, the teachers ae able to 

handle children’s problems and make them comfortable to follow the teaching 

and learning process. 
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d. Thinking like a child 

Sometimes, thinking like a child is needed when becoming English for young 

learners teacher. The young learner is very imaginative and creative. So the 

teacher must be better at that point. 

e. Mastering various teaching technique 

Mastering various teaching technique help the teacher to get the student 

attention while doing the teaching process. As we know, the child has a short 

attention and easy to feel board. So, mastering various teaching technique is 

needed in the teaching process. 

f. Being animated, lively and enthusiastic 

English for young learners teachers should be animated, lively and enthusiastic 

person, in order to match the student behavior with the teacher. So, the teacher 

can control the teaching and learning process easier. 

g. Having sense of humor 

Teaching in a fun way make student easily follow and remember the material. 

It will be easy when the teacher has a sense of humor to create a fun atmosphere 

in the class. 

h. Mastering non-verbal language 

Besides the mother tongue, the teacher can use non-verbal language to translate 

new vocabulary. Not all think can be translated by the word. Sometimes, the 

nonverbal language is very useful when teaching young learners. 
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i. Being patient 

Young learners have different characteristic and have their own style when they 

are studying. Being patient is the way to deal with the children who like move 

around all the time.  

j. Being a special person 

Being a special person for children will be easy if the teacher master all of the 

points above. It makes the student happy and comfortable when following the 

class. 

 Based on the idea above, English for young learners teacher must be able to 

comprehend students’ characteristics. Besides, the teacher must be good at how to 

teach and be able to entertain the student to learn by rais up interesting classroom 

activity. 

 

2.4 Teaching method 

 The action of project, choose and assess language material and items, 

techniques and etc, it called as teaching method (Patel & Jain, 2008). This idea 

implies that the teaching method is the preparation that the teacher should plan and 

select the material through varied activities. 

 Richards & Rodgers (2001) state that every action on teaching and learning 

process follows the teaching approach that has been selected. It means that when 

teacher chooses the teaching method and delivery the material is in line with the 

approach. Richards & Renandya (2002) claim that method is “a set of theoretically 

of contexts and audiences”. Following his definition, it can be said that method is 
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the teaching idea that holds technique as the form to implement the teaching and 

learning process. 

  Richards & Rodgers (2001) stated that method is a level at which theory is 

put into practice and at whish choices are made about the particular skill to be 

thought, the content to be thought, and the content will be presented”. This idea 

implies that method is the ways of the teacher in choosing the materials, the skill 

that needs to be taught, and the procedure to present the materials. 

 

2.5 Teaching methods to Teach English for Young Learners 

 there are many types of teaching method, especially in teaching English for 

young learners. According to Arindawai & Huda in Putri (2017), there are some 

appropriate methods in teaching English for young learners, such as; demonstration 

method, role play method, art method, question-answer method, fieldstrip method, 

and playing method. Furthermore, the explanation of each method is described in 

the following part. 

2.5.1 Demonstration method 

 Demonstration method is a method that used realia as a teaching media. In 

this method, the teacher must be practical to demonstrate something in a good way, 

such as; showing, doing, and telling. In order to help the student understand the 

material. Moreover, in teaching and learning process, the teacher must be correct in 

pronouncing the word and presenting them step by step in the sequence. 
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2.5.2 Role play method 

 In this method, the teacher needs some of the students as a participator to 

play another character, they can become anyone they like for a short time. For 

instance, in this case, used job theme, the teacher asks participator to acts based on 

the clue that is given by the teacher. After that, other students feet what kind of job 

that explains by their friends.  

2.5.3 Art method 

 In this method, students role is very dominant in teaching and learning 

process. For example, in introducing pets. The teacher gives an explanation and lets 

them create a pet using some intelligence, decorate or even draw some pictures. 

2.5.4 Question-answer method 

 In this method, the teacher gives some questions to the students and students 

rely to it by answering those question. Question-answer method can be used by the 

teacher to know student understanding of material. 

2.5.5 Fieldstrip method 

 In this method, the teaching processes it the place outside the class, it can 

be in the zoo, park, or any other places. On this method, students can learn directly 

in the field. So, it helps the students easily to understand and remember the material. 

2.5.6 Playing method 

 In this method, focus on giving an opportunity for students and describe 

their heart. Young learners are like to move around. Here, the teacher has to be 

creative and smart to select a suitable activity to make the students fascinated the 

material.  
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 Based on the idea above, it can be stated that there are six teaching methods 

that usually use by the teacher to teach English for young learners. That is 

demonstration method, role play method, art method, question-answer method, 

fieldstrip method, and playing method. However, every method has advantages and 

disadvantages. So, the teacher can use more than one teaching method in one 

meeting, to reach the teaching and learning goals. 

 

2.6 Present Practice Produce (PPP) Teaching Method 

 Halimi (2010) claims that PPP teaching method is stand by three stages such 

as; Presentation, Practice, Production. First stage, the teacher introduces the 

teaching point by asking specific question or giving an example that related to the 

material that are going to discuss. Second stages, the teacher guided the students to 

practice the teaching point like practice the new target vocabulary by drilling or 

doing an exercise that provides intensive practice. The last stages, the student can 

use the target language or vocabulary in doing the activity. likes, role play, written 

exercise, close exercise, etc. 

 

2.7 Engage Study Activate (ESA) Teaching Method 

 According to Harmer (2007), Engage Study Activate (ESA) teaching 

method has three phases. as follows; Engage, Study, and Activate. The first phase 

is engage. In this section is the important part for successfully learning. There are 

some activities and materials that frequently use in engaging students. Likes, game, 

music, discussions, stimulating pictures, dramatic stories, amusing anecdotes, etc. 
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Also, the teacher ensures the students engage with the topic, exercise, and asking 

the language that are going to be dealing with by asking the student to make a 

prediction or relate classroom material to their own lives. The second phase is study. 

In this phase, focus on the construction, it can be the language itself and the way of 

use or how it sounds and looks. In this phase can range from the focus, practice the 

single sound to know how a written achieve a particular effect in text; from the 

examination and practice of a verb tense to the study of a transcript of informal 

speech in order to discuss spoken style. Last phase is activate. In this phase, the 

teacher tray to make the student use the language that already taught. The teacher 

asks the student to make their original dialogues, listening or reading to understand 

the message. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


