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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1  Research Background  

In daily interaction, we always use the language for communication. 

Language is media to communicate one another to deliver the message or 

information to others.  Hyland (2008) states that language is used to communicate 

certain functions, like to express experience, to interact with people, and to create 

comprehensible message. Therefore language as a system will help us to express 

our ideas, thoughts and opinions, and also socialize with other people normally 

called sociolinguistics. 

Harris. et all (2006) said sociolinguistics is to focus on investigating the 

connectivity between language and society with the purpose being better in 

communication. Language and society have strong relation that is impossible to 

understand one without the other. English named as an international language is 

needed to communicate with others from different countries since many countries 

use English as a second or foreign language. English as a second language (ESL) 

is communicate in India, Singapore, and Philippine. In Indonesia, this language is 

called a foreign language (EFL). English is now the main foreign language being 

learned in Indonesia, English is being studied by students from elementary school 

up to university level. 

Bahasa Indonesia or Bahasa, used to communicate nationally, is called 

National Language. Bahasa is used as a uniting language from various areas, 
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cultures and local language. Indonesian language is used as a main language and 

English as a foreign language in Indonesia. Some people and institutions use 

English in their daily activities. For instances, English is used in social media, 

schools, international schools, international Islamic school and Islamic boarding 

school. Schools that realize the importance of English in International 

communication have applied English as the second language so that the students 

can speak English for their future careers. 

It is not only English but also Arabic applied in international Islamic 

schools and international Islamic boarding schools. One of the main reasons is 

Indonesia mostly Muslim. Thus, they want to be able to speak and understand 

Arabic language so that they can enhance their Islamic knowledge extensively. 

The language is very important in Islam because Muslims believe that Allah used 

it to talk to Prophet Muhammad through the Jibril, recorded in Qur’an. The 

Arabic language is crucial for Muslim society because the language is believed by 

many Muslims as the language chosen God in line with God Boudelaa & 

Marslen-Wilson in Wekke (2015). 

Islamic boarding schools and Islamic schools are examples of institutions in 

Indonesia that teach Arabic and English at the same time. Therefore those three 

languages are developing in Indonesia language, and code switching can occur 

involving more than two languages. 

According to Harris et al. (2006), code switching is a switching from one 

code to another or mixing code even within sometimes very short utterances and 

creating a new code meaning. Code switching is as a part of sociolinguistics. 
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Code switching is often applied in some field, such as, in social media, mass 

media and journals. It is also quite popular in entertainment fields, such as novel 

and movie. A lot of movies that happen code switching in the dialogue; one 

example of the movie is “Java Heat” movie.  

“Java Heat” is American-Indonesian action movie, directed by Conor Allyn. 

Setting was mostly in Yogyakarta, talking about a detective Muslim teams with an 

American to find a perpetrator of a series of deadly terrorist bombings in 

Indonesia. 

This research investigated code switching of three languages namely 

English-Indonesian-Arabic which is seldom conducted before. It is also rare to 

find English-Indonesia-Arabic code switching in educational contexts.  

 

1.2 Research Problems 

The statement of problems in this research can be formulated in the form of 

questions as follows:  

1. What are types of code switching used in “Java Heat” movie? 

2. What are the affecting factors the characters to use code switching in “Java 

Heat” movie? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

Based on the research problems of study, the research objectives are: 

1. To know the types of code switching used in “Java Heat” movie 
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2. To identify the affecting factors of the characters to use English-

Indonesian-Arabic code switching in “Java Heat” movie 

 

1.4 Research Significances  

The researcher expects that the result of this research will contribute to the 

following: 

1. For EFL leaners, it is as basic information to learn and to develop EFL 

students sociolinguistics knowledge, particularly English- Indonesia- 

Arabic code switching in “Java Heat” movie. 

2. For English teacher, this study is expected to give valuable 

contribution to the theoretical framework about code switching, also 

can be a useful reference when teaching code switching in three 

language in conversation.  

3. For the future researcher, it is expected this research can be an 

alternative reference for the study about code switching with there 

different language for the future researcher. 

4. For Islamic boarding school and Islamic school students, it can be 

media to learn code switching deeper especially English-Indonesian-

Arabic code switching in the literature context so the students can 

implement and understand about code switching. 
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1.5 Scope and Limitation  

The scope of this research is to investigate the types of code switching and 

the factors influencing the use of code switching. The limitation of this research is 

code switching in the “Java Heat” movie applied by all characters. 

 

1.6  Definition of Key Terms 

1. Sociolinguistics 

Aitcheson (2003) Sociolinguistics is study of the relation between the language 

and society. 

2. Language 

In line Rr. Dewi in Sugianto (2014), language will help us in our communicating, 

and also our socializing with other people.  

3. Code Switching 

According Herk (2012) Code switching occurs common multilingualism, it occurs 

when person change between two or more languages. 

4. Movie 

According Vassiliou (2006) states movie is a custom of entertainment that to 

make story from sequence of images to be continuous movement.  

 

 

 

 

 


