
 

1 
 

CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter discusses some topics related to the research background, 

statement problems, research purposes, research significance, scope and 

limitation, and definition of the key terms. 

1.1 Research Background  

In teaching and learning process the teachers have to motivate their 

students to make them understand about the materials given by the teacher. 

According to Gredler, Broussard and Garrison (2004:106) in Emily (2011) 

motivation is an attributed that moves us to do or not to do something. Therefore, 

the students who faced the problem and difficulties in learning process need 

motivation. Since that is energy to support them to do what they want and make 

students easyto receive the lesson. Takahashi (2018) stated motivated students 

tend to engage in activities that they believe will help them to learn, unmotivated 

students, are no able to be systematic in making an effort in learning, as are 

motivated students. Furthermore, motivation is important for the students, because 

it can influence their behavior in the learning process. Language learners who 

show strong motivation were able to achieve good value and better knowledge. 

The teacher usually uses some techniques to motivate their students, for example 

like giving appreciation, praise, punishment, reward, and gift. Since the teachers 

understand the motivation has a big influence on the students. Some people 

cannot change their future if they do not have motivated in their self. 
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Between the four English skills, writing considered the difficult skill from 

the other. According to Nita et al. (2016) writing is rather complex because it is 

less spontaneous and more permanent. Writing is the parts of productive skills 

where the learner need to use the language and produce a message through written 

text to deliver their idea. Therefore, writing seems to be the most important skill 

that must mastered by students. Since, it can help them to organize their idea, 

comprehend the main idea from a paragraph, used correct data and use 

vocabularies. Writing skills has components, the students not only cannot make 

good writing but also they cannot construct meaningful sentences. Good writing 

must be clear, easy to understand and the readers can follow the idea. 

According to Kellog (2001) writing is a cognitive process that tests 

memory, thinking ability and verbal command to successfully express the ideas, 

this theory support by Fareed and Ashraf (2016). In writing, the writer needs time 

to do some processes in writing something. Different writers different time is 

needed. Some writers need a longer time just to think about the topic before 

making the initial drafts. To make students enable in good writing, the teacher has 

to make innovative and good technique in the teaching-learning program. In 

addition, the teacher makes the class more creative, can attract the students’ 

attention, also make the students actives and productive. 

The material about writing narrative text has been written on the annual 

programs of English lesson at the ninth grade level of SMP Diponegoro Batu. 

From those programs, the students learn about the purpose of a functional text, 

which is narrative text. The students’ psychomotor activities are revealing the 

meaning of the text from the narrative text, and they have to use a variety of 
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written language accurately. According to Pardyono (2007:94) as support by 

Purba (2018), the narrative text is a kind of the text exactly to tell the activities or 

events in the past, that show problematic experiences and resolution means to 

amuse oftentimes meant to give a moral lesson to the readers. Purba (2018) stated 

narrative text have some components, such as generic structure and linguistic 

features. Siahaan (2008:73) as cited by Purba (2018) stated, generic structure of 

narrative text establishes the characters, setting and time. Therefore, some 

students feel difficult to understand the narrative text on how they explain the 

character, setting, and what the purpose of involving the language features is. 

Besides, how to use those language features in the narrative text. 

The problems that make the students have low motivation in learning 

writing of narrative text could be caused by the students are procrastination, it is 

supported by the one of the researchers finding, Emily (2011). According to 

Covington & Omeelich, (1979), as cited in Emily (2011) stated may the students 

engage in negative learning behaviors, such as procrastination, making excuses, 

avoiding challenging tasks and not trying, in attempt to avoid negative ability 

attributions for tasks they are not confident they can perform. The other problem 

might be inexact teaching strategies and the method that use is difficult to 

understand. From the problems, will make students fail to understand, gain a 

better knowledge and get a good score. When students fail to learn, the 

opportunity of giving motivation is great. 

Not all students who got a bad score are those who have low and very low 

motivation. Since some previous researchers found that the students had high and 

very high motivation. Besides, the students who had low and very low motivation 
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just a little bit. According to the previous study, Bala (2016) conducted a study 

about students’ motivation in writing of descriptive text at SMPN 1 Tumpang. 

The finding of her study showed that among 36 students, six students (16,66%) 

get score 85-100, that’s means had very high motivation. Next, twenty-six 

students (72,22%) get score 69-84, that’s means had average motivation. No 

students (0%) had low and very low motivation in learning writing. Based on 

another previous study, Selvia (2009) conducted a study about students’ 

motivation in learning writing at SMPN 13 Malang. The finding of her study 

showed that one hundred and thirteen students (three classes), no students (0,93%) 

had very high motivation. Next twenty-seven students (25,23%) had high 

motivation. The sixty-seven students (62,62%) had average motivation, twelve 

students (11,22%) had low motivation. The last student (0,93%) had very low 

motivation in learning writing. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher concludes that motivation 

is important to be discussed and motivating students is hard work to do because 

that is very complicated. The students of the ninth grade level of SMP Diponegoro 

Batu selected because they are learning writing narrative text. Therefore, the 

researcher wants to know the students’ motivation when they faced some 

problems when they are writing narrative text in SMP Diponegoro Batu. 

 

1.2 Research Problem 

Based on the background of the study above, the problems of the study are 

formulated as follows: 
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1. What is the level of the students’ motivation in writing narrative text at the 

ninth grade level of SMP Diponegoro Batu? 

2. What do factors that influence the students’ motivation in writing narrative text 

at the ninth grade level of SMP Diponegoro Batu? 

1.3 Research Purposes  

Based on the statement problems above, the purpose of the study are: 

1. To know the students’ motivation in writing narrative text at ninth grade level 

of SMP Diponegoro Batu; 

2. To find out the factors influence the students’ motivation in writing narrative 

text at the ninth grade level of SMP Diponegoro Batu. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study focuses on the students’ motivation and the influencing 

factors of the students’ motivation in writing narrative text. The researcher wants to 

investigate the factors influence motivation of the students in learning writing narrative 

text. In addition, in this research the researcher limits the study only for the ninth grade 

level students in writing narrative text of SMP Diponegoro Batu. 

1.5 Research Significance 

The researcher expects that the result of this research will give further 

information about students’ motivation in learning the writing of the narrative 

text. Also, will be useful and give benefits to the English teachers, students, and 

the next researchers. For English teachers, it is expected that is research can be 

used as an innovation to motivate the students to learn writing in English. Finally, 

for the next researcher, it is expected that is research can be used as a reference for 

conducting other similar studies. 
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1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding the terms, which are used in this study, the 

researcher defines the key terms as follows: 

1. Motivation is some kind of internal drive which forces someone to do things 

to achieve something and points out that the motivation brings the students to 

the task of learning English can be affected and influenced by the attitude of 

several people, including the teachers (Harmer 2007). 

2. Writing is a process of communication that conveys ideas and opinion in 

written form done by the student (Purba 2018). 

3. Narrative Text is some kind of retelling, often in words, of something that 

happened (Purba 2018). 

4. Junior high schools are for students in grades seven through nine (Tucker 

2016). 

 

 

 

 

 


