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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter discusses a review of related literature consists of three parts:  

teaching English for Young Learners, characteristics of Young Learners, and 

characteristics of Young Learners Teacher. 

2.1 Teaching English for Young Learners 

Teaching is the delivery of science from someone who has experienced and 

knows more. Brown (2000) states that teaching is showing or helping someone to 

learn how to do something, giving instruction, guiding in the study of something, 

providing with knowledge, causing to know or understand the lesson.  To know the 

developments in this day, learning is important for us. Moreover, in today’s era, the 

English Language spread around the world and we called International language. 

Although the English language is not as the main language in Indonesia, we have to 

learn English to follow the development. As we know the English language is not as 

easy as our mother language. We must learn the English language. 

Teaching English starting from children is important in this globalization era, 

which English as International language. Brumfit (1991) states that young learners 

are just beginning their schooling so that teachers have a major opportunity to mold 

their expectations of life in school. Based on that idea, as the teacher who wants the 
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students to succeed in their lesson, we have to build good characters to make their 

future better. Before we build those characters the teacher should understand the 

characteristics of each student because they have different characters.  Furthermore, 

Smith (in Sabillah, 2004) proposes that teaching English to young learners are is 

focused on shaping the children as the future users of English in the world which 

requires a high level of spoken and written communication.  

Teaching English to young learners is challenging. Sometimes the teacher must 

act and think like children to have the same feeling and encourage with them. 

Besides, there are a lot of things that should the teacher know about young learners. 

We have to understand each student characteristics, understand how to design an 

interesting lesson plan for the students, and also understand how to make a good 

situation in the class with all the preparation. Although teaching English to young 

learners is challenging, it is also very rewarding for the well-prepared teacher 

(Halimi, 2010). 

2.2 Characteristic of Young Learners 

Young learners are different from adult learners. There are a lot of things that 

the teacher should know about the young learners. The teacher has to understand 

young learners’ characteristics, needs, and development. According to Scott in 

Ambary (2016), there are several characteristics of young learners: 

1. Young learners understand situation faster than they understand the language use. 
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2. They have very short attention and concentration span. 

3. Their own understanding comes through hands, eyes, and ears. The physical word 

is dominant all the times.  

4. They have different world with the adults. They do not always understand what 

adults are talking about vice versa. 

5. They cannot decide what to learn. Thus, the teacher’s role in classroom is crucial. 

6. They love to play and learn when they are enjoying themselves. 

7. They are enthusiastic and positive about learning. 

Additionally, Sabillah in Ambary (2016) elaborates the characteristics of 

young learners in this age range as follows:  

1. Their basic concepts are formed. They have very decided views of the world. 

2. They can call the difference between fact and fiction. 

3. They ask a question all the time. 

4. They rely on the spoken words as well as the physical word to convey and 

understanding meaning. 

5. They are able to make some decisions about their own learning. 

6. They have definite views about what they like and don’t like doing. 

7. They have a developed sense of fairness about what happens in the classroom 

and begin to question the teacher’s decision. 

8. They are able to work and learn from the others. 
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 In short, young learners are natural learners, they are curious about 

something new around them. And also the teachers are able to understand the stages 

of young learners’ language development.  

2.3 Characteristics of English Teachers for Young Learners 

  Teaching English to Young learners are different from teaching to Adult 

learners, as the teachers who will teach young learners must complete the 

characteristics of English teachers for young learners. Scott and Ytreberg in Sabillah 

at al (2009) elaborates ideal characteristics of young learners’ teacher as follows: 

1. Love Children 

Love children are the first important thing for the teacher. Love by giving 

attention more to the student, it will make the students love you too. By giving 

attention the students will feel that they are needed in the class. When the students 

love the teacher too, they will obey everything the teachers’ rules and the learning 

process walking in control.  

2. Excellent Oral Fluency 

The teacher also must have excellent oral fluency, because the students will 

imitate. The students more trusting to the teacher than their parents at home. So the 

young learners’ teacher must careful when they are teaching the English language. 
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3. Knowing child psychology 

Knowing child psychology is needed. As the theories above the teacher has to 

understand young learners’ characteristics, needs, and development, to make how the 

teacher should act to each student.  

4. Think like a child 

A person who becomes a young learners' teacher they should think and act like 

children. That is the way the teacher understands what the children want. As children 

are creative and imaginative, the teacher also should be creative and imaginative in 

the children’s way. Then the children think that the teacher as their friend to reach the 

learning process. 

5. Mastery of various teaching techniques 

This characteristic is one of a difficult way to the teacher. There are a lot of 

teaching techniques to teach young learners, but how the teachers make those 

techniques are interesting, not easy, moreover teaching young learners. To know 

more teaching techniques, experiences in teaching to young learners is needed. In this 

research, the researcher also gives a solution when there are some problems in 

teaching techniques. 

6. Animated, lively and enthusiastic 

 Beside think like a child, the teacher has to match the behavior’s students with 

those animated, lively, and enthusiastic characteristics, it will make a balance 

between teacher and students. 
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7. Humorous 

Children like something funny. If the teacher humorous the leaning processes 

will very interesting, the children may be happy a lot. Not only young learners who 

like a humorous teacher, but also adult learners like it. The students feel the learning 

process very interesting and easy to understand the lesson when the teacher put 

something funny there.  

8. Non-verbal language 

In this case, the teacher should be careful because children are very sensitive to 

non-verbal language. Even the children know that the teacher not in good mood or 

angry 

9. The patience of job 

Patience job means, the teacher not always accept when the students break the 

rules. The teacher must emphasize the students by telling them gently. If the teacher 

not patience enough, the children will ignore you may be they don’t want to come to 

the class again. 

10. Special person 

Teacher become a special person in the children’s’ heart. As we see that 

children doing everything that already taught by the teacher, especially teaching a 

language. The students imitate from the teachers’ saying, as much as possible the 

teacher do not pronounce the wrong words. 
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In short, only special teacher belongs to the children’s heart, because the 

teacher tries to make interesting teaching techniques, love children, give patience, 

even think like a child. Moreover, teaching English to Young Learners, it is so 

grateful because teaching another language is not easy. 

Additionalyy, Usman in Aritonang (2008) competence and characteristic of 

the teacher in the teaching learning process as follows: 

1. Teacher as a demonstrator.  

  Demonstrator means mastering the materials that will be taught. Then the 

teacher should learn more to have kinds of knowledge and be able to formulate a 

curriculum, standard of competence, motivate the students, etc.  

2. Teacher as organizer class. 

  As organizer class, the teacher should be managing the situation of the class 

and lead the students’ experiences every day to self-directed behavior. Then the 

teacher organizes the students to lack dependence on the teacher. 

3. Teacher as Mediator and Facilitator. 

 The teacher should be creative in choosing and using a good media, also the 

teacher has good communication and interaction with the students. Then, the last 

teacher can reach the goals in the teaching learning process. 

4. Teacher as Evaluator. 

 As evaluator the teacher understands how to scoring and follow what the students 

achieve, also able to differentiates the students’ ability.  
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2.4 Problems and Solutions in Teaching English to Young Learners 

 According to Nurwanto (2007) there are four problems in teaching English for 

Young Learner (EYL). It was about non-linguistic problem. They are: teachers’ side, 

students’ side, facilities side, and time side. In this study focused on the teachers’ side 

only. 

1. Teachers’ Side 

  The researcher said that the most dominant problem faced by the teacher is 

the student’s situation; it shows that there were 10 teachers who answered the 

questionnaire. Other problems are about the facilities and the teacher can influence 

the successes in teaching learning itself.  

  The solutions related to the teachers’ problem toward the non-linguistics 

problem in EYL were: controlling the students’ condition when teaching learning will 

be started. Then, using the facilities available, also preparing all material that is 

taught. The last solution is preparing time better. 

  The second problem was source of non-linguistic problems from the teachers; 

side. There are 5 teachers answered that source of teacher’s problems came from the 

internal factors. Then 4 teachers answered that the second problem of source were 

coming from the group and individual factors. In this study, the researcher did not 

mention the solution toward source of non-linguistics problems. 

  The last problem was factor causes of linguistic problems. In the study, the 7 

teachers said that the most dominant factor causes the time problems less adequate 
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facility factors. Then the 4 teachers said that the second factor caused by the students’ 

condition which cannot be controlled. However, the other problems were less 

preparing in teaching and limitation of available time. Unfortunately, the researcher 

also did not mention the solution toward linguistics problems. 

 

 


