
DIENI SYAFITRI – 201510100311127 
 

16 

 

CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 This chapter presents the descriptions of the research method employed in 

this research. It presents the research design, research subject, data collection, 

research instrument, and data analysis. 

3.1. Research Design 

In this study, the researcher wanted to get information about the students’ 

ideas generating strategies in writing used by third-semester students at the 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang. In this case, the researcher will use a 

descriptive qualitative research design. The aims of descriptive are analyzing, 

classifying, explaining and finding the information or data as many as possible of 

the phenomenon. According to Creswell (2003), qualitative research is largely 

inductive, with the inquirer generating meaning from the data collected in the field.  

This method could be employed if the researcher is not certain of which variables 

to control (Creswell, 2003). Qualitative research can also be described as an 

effective model that occurs in a natural setting that enables the researcher to develop 

a level of detail from being highly involved in the actual experiences (Creswell, 

2003). 

In line with Ary et al (2010), it was stated that qualitative research strives 

for testable and confirmable theories that explain phenomena by showing how they 

are derived from theoretical assumptions. The qualitative research attempts to arrive 

at a rich description of the people, objects, events, places, conversations, and others. 
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In qualitative, the human is investigator is the primary instrument for the gathering 

and analyzing of data (Ary et al, 2010). This research tries to investigate the data 

by conducting questionnaires and interviews in order to observe the students’ ideas 

generating strategies in writing used by third-semester students at the University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. 

3.2. Research Subjects 

The subjects of this study were the third-semester students of the English 

Language Education Department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang the 

academic year 2018/2019 who were taking writing subject. The researcher was 

taking the data of students under one lecturer in A and B class, in which the total 

number is 40 students consist of the classes. The research subjects were chosen 

because those students have learned about ideas generating in writing.  

3.3. Research Instruments 

The research instrument is one of the most important activities in doing 

research in which the objectives are how to get and collect the data needed. The 

instruments of this study were questionnaire and interview.   

3.3.1 Questionnaire 

In this study, the questionnaire is used to collect data about the strategies of 

generating ideas in writing. According to Arikunto (2002), a questionnaire is a sum 

of written questions that are used to obtained information from respondents. The 

kind of instrument is the open-ended questionnaire. Open-ended questions are 

questions for which researchers do not provide the response options; the 
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participants provide their own responses to questions (Creswell, 2012). The 

questionnaire of this research is adopted from Mohite (2014). (See Appendix 1) 

Item questions number 1-7 elicit supporting information for question number 8 and 

9. The primary answers from item question 8 and 9 are used as the main source of 

the data analysis. The questionnaire will be allotted to the students during the 

writing class.  

3.3.2 Interview 

The interview is a dialogue that is done by the interviewer to gain 

information from the interviewer. The researcher as interviewer provides some 

questions, ask for an explanation, take note, etc. There are several types of 

interviews, according to Creswell (2012), there are four types of interviews, and 

they are a one-on-one interview, focus groups interview, telephone interview, and 

e-mail interview. In this study, the researcher focused on the one-on-one interview. 

It helped the researcher to obtain the data from the participant in which the 

researcher asks questions to and records answers from only one participant in the 

study at a time.  

3.4. Data Collection 

The procedures for collecting data were arranged as follows:   

1. Distributing the questionnaire to the students. 

2. Asking the students to fill up the questionnaire. 

3. Collecting the result of the questionnaire. 
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4. Doing the interview in order to validate the results which had already 

been analyzed by the researcher. 

5. Collecting all result that was gained from the questionnaire and 

interview. 

3.5. Data Analysis 

Data analysis is the most crucial part of any research. According to Miles 

and Huberman (1994:10), the analysis consists of three current flows of activity 

that is data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing/verification. In this 

research, the researcher used Miles and Huberman’s theory in analyzing the data, 

so there are three steps to do, they are: 

1. Data Display 

The first stage is the data display. Based on Miles (1994:11), generally, a 

display is an organized, compressed assembly of information that permits 

conclusion drawing and action. In this step, the researcher shows or displays the 

data which contains the type of strategies used by the students. The researcher 

distributing a questionnaire that is relevant to the research.  

2. Data Reduction 

Data reduction becomes the second stage to do in analyzing the data in this 

research. According to Miles (1994:10), data reduction refers to the process of 

selecting, focusing, simplifying, abstracting, and transforming the data in written 

up field notes or transcripts. In this research, the data was collected from the third-

semester students in writing at the English Language Department of the University 

of Muhammadiyah Malang. Based on Miles's theory, in this step, the researcher 
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firstly analyzes the data by identifying the strategies in students’ ideas generating 

in writing. Next, the researcher classified the type of strategies used by the students. 

Then, the researcher also takes some notes related to the result of the interview and 

continuing the next steps. 

3. Conclusion Drawing 

The last stage to analyze the data in this research is drawing a conclusion. 

Conclusions are also verified as the analyst proceeds. According to Miles and 

Huberman (1994), conclusion drawing involved stepping back to consider what the 

analyzed data mean and to assess their implications for the questions. Verification 

is linked to conclusion drawing, entailed revising the data as many timed as 

necessary to cross-check or verified these emergent conclusions. Verification 

referred to the process which is able to explain the answer to the research question 

and research objective. In this step, the researcher concludes the result of the 

research based on the research problems.  

 

 


