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CHAPTER II  

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 Chapter II presents a review of related literature which is based on relevant 

theories and previous research findings. It covers Writing, Learning Strategy, and 

Generating Ideas.  

2.1 Writing 

This chapter provides an overview of the definition of writing, the 

importance of writing, and the process of writing. Each part will be explained as 

follows.  

2.1.1 Definition of writing 

In some literature, the researcher finds several meanings of writing. There 

are some definitions of writing. According to Webster’s Ninth Collegiate 

Dictionary (1978), writing is:a) The act or process of one who writes; b)The act or 

practice of literary or musical composition; c) Something was written as letters or 

characters that serve as visible signs of ideas, words, or symbols;d) A style or form 

composition. From the definitions, we can conclude that writing is the activity to 

share the ideas, words in a form composition.  

Additionally, Nunan, (2003) defined that writing is a mental work of finding 

ideas and thinking about how to express and organize them into a statement and 

paragraph which is clear to be understood by the reader. On the other hand, writing 
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is an activity to share the information which is understandable for the readers. The 

writers should be able to communicate with his sentence. Through writing, 

communication would be easier to do without time and space limitations. 

Communicating through writing takes practice, ideal routine practices and a simple 

strategy that would be able to improve the writing skills.  

According to White and Arndt (1991), writing is a thinking process which 

demands intellectual effort, and it involves generating ideas, planning, goal setting, 

monitoring, evaluating what is going to be written as well as what has been written, 

and using language for expressing exact meaning. It means that writing involves 

some steps that should be done by the writer in conveying the message of writing. 

Meanwhile, Sudaryanto (2001) states that writing skill is a person’s ability to 

express his/her mind and feeling which is expressed in a written language, as well 

as the readers, are able to understand the message inside. Thus, writing is a skill 

that the writer can set the idea in the form of words, sentences, and paragraph which 

are easy to understand by the readers.  

From all the statements above, it can be assumed that writing is an effort to 

express the feeling, thinking, or ideas of the writer in written form by considering 

writing aspects to be understood by the people. In expressing the thought into a 

written language, the writer must be doing feeling plays that it is an important role. 

So the products would be easily understood and enjoyed by the readers.  
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2.1.2 Importance of writing 

Writing is one of the essential skills that should be mastered by students. It 

is because writing can help the students to have to think creatively, to have to think 

critically, and to have thought deeply build good writing. Through learning writing, 

the students will get knowledge on how to express their idea, how to share their 

thoughts, and how to write effectively with anyone else through writing. According 

to Harmer (2004), there isfive importance of writing. Those are:  

a. Writing is frequently useful as preparation for some other activity. The students 

are given time to think about the ideas and asked to write the sentence.  

b. Writing is often used as a means of reinforcing language that has been taught. 

The student uses writing skills to make a note about what recently they learned 

through the learning process.  

c. Writing encourages the students to focus on accurate language use because they 

think as they write, it may provoke well development as they resolve problems 

which writing puts in their mind.  

d. Writing is used in questionnaire-type activities. The students can design a 

questionnaire trough an examination by asked to their answer to their friends 

in written form.  

e. Writing can be used as an integral part of a larger activity where the focus is 

on something else such as language practice, acting out, or speaking.  
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2.1.3 Process in Writing 

The writing process is not only as a means of telling about what the students 

know but as a way of developing and exploring the ideas (Oshima& Hogue, 

2006:265). The students can create a good work which clearly communicates the 

ideas, the thoughts, the feelings, and the emotions, it takes several attempts that 

refer to specific activities or behaviors while language learning.  

There are four stages of the writing process that commonly followed 

planning, drafting, editing, and final version (Harmer:2004).  

a. Planning 

Harmer (2004) stated that in this process, there are three main issued have 

to be thought by students. Those are: students have to decide for the purpose 

of writing, have to think about language styles, and have to consider the 

content. 

b. Drafting  

In this process, the students need to focus on the development of ideas and the 

organization of those ideas more than the development of grammar, 

punctuations or spelling.  

c. Editing  

In editing, the students must read again what they write as a draft to check 

their work. After they checked it and found the mistakes, then they must revise 

it. 
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d. Final version  

After all the process has done, the students make the final version. It is 

possible that this stage is much different in the plan and the draft that has been 

made before. After that, the result of writing is ready to be shown to the reader.   

2.2 Learning Strategy 

The students need a strategy to help them in the learning process.  Tay 

(2013) defined “Learning strategies are the students totally effort that they need to 

understand, adopt and process the information introduced in learning-teaching 

processes or in their individual preparation”. In addition, learning strategies can be 

described as the whole performed activities of the learner to give meaning to 

information.  

Scarcella and Oxford (1992), stated that learning strategy is specific action, 

behaviors, steps, or techniques used by learners to enhance their own learning. So, 

it can be seen that learning strategies are important for students. If the students 

haven’t a strategy in their learning process, it will get their difficulties in learning. 

The students who have the appropriate strategy will get satisfaction in their learning 

results.  

Furthermore, in order to learn something to be successful, the learner has 

the reason to use strategy in the learning process. Tarigan (1993) defined learning 

strategy as the ideas or behaviors that are used by an individual to help themselves 

in understanding, learning, or organizing new information. He also said that 
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learning strategy as a pedagogic procedure which is arranged to establish a certain 

strategy for students in developing the competence to achieve the learning target.  

From the definition above, we can conclude that learning strategy is a phase 

to facilitate the students to reach the target and solve their problems in the learning 

process. The students should use an appropriate learning strategy to achieve the best 

result in their learning process.  

The role of learning strategy is important in the writing field requires great 

attention to the learning itself. It is considered to be necessary for English student 

especially in writing to achieve a huge improvement in their learning process.  

2.3 Idea Generation 

Idea generation is needed for assessment of writing quality. It can help the 

students make an easier way to do their activity. Moreover, the use of idea 

generation in writing also can help the students to improve and express their critical 

and creative thinking in their writing. According to Gist (1989); Paulus & Yang 

(2000), idea generation is an important component of human innovation and 

creativity. In idea generation, Leki (1998) classifies seven tips for generating ideas. 

Those are free-writing, listing, wh- questions, clusters or branches, looping, cubing, 

and outlining.  

1. Free-writing  

Free-writing is a simple activity that comes to your head at the moment. 

This is a great practice if someone having in trouble getting started. Oshima& 
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Hogue (2006) stated that free-writing is a brainstorming activity in which you write 

freely. The purpose of free-wiring is to generate as many ideas as possible and to 

write them down without worrying about appropriateness, grammar, spelling, 

logic, or organization. There are two kinds of free-writing. One type allows a 

student to empty his/her mind temporarily of everyday concerns. The other type 

helps the students begin to explore your idea on a subject.  

2. Listing 

Oshima& Hogue (2006) defined listing is a brainstorming technique in 

which you think about your topic and quickly make a list of whatever words or 

phrases come into your mind. Listing is faster than free-writing but operates on the 

same general principle. When do listing, just let your mind wander freely over your 

topic, keywords, and phrases as they come to you. Through listing, the students 

write only words or quick information as possible.  

3. Questioning 

Questioning is an activity that can be used to generate ideas for composition 

as well. Through questioning, try to write the first sentence that it will answer the 

following questions: who, what, when, where, why, and how. Questioning is a 

powerful way to develop a great deal of information about the topic (KU Writing 

Center, 2011). 

4. Clustering 

Clustering or branches is a way of building to generate ideas by free-writing 

or listing and organizing those ideas into a visual design or map. Clustering is 
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helpful for the students to develop and organize their ideas systematically and to 

make to be motivated to write a good text (Eramona, 2014).  

5. Looping 

Looping is a free-writing technique that allows one to increasingly focus an 

idea in trying to discover a writing topic (KU Writing Center, 2011). Looping can 

help the students focus on their thought on a subject, find the core or center, and 

pinpoint a mind idea on which to elaborate.  

6. Cubing  

Iskandar (1997), stated that cubing is a useful strategy for exploring writing 

topics, with applying cubing students can develop their ideas and analyze a topic in 

depth. Cubing involves looking at an idea from six different points of view, each 

representing one of the six sides of a cube. While cubing, the students should spend 

three or five minutes examining their topic from of following angles. Those are: 

describe it, compare it, analyze it, associate it, apply it, and argue for or against it.  

7. Outlining  

An outline is a structured method of exploring their thought on a subject. Some 

writers like to use freer invention strategies to generate ideas and make an outline 

to organize their ideas. In addition, the Psychology Writing Center (1997) stated 

that an outline is a formal system used to think about and organize your work. It 

means that your outline can use to see whether your ideas connect to each other, 
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what order of ideas works best, or whether you have sufficient evidence to support 

each of your points.  

From the information mentioned above, it is concluded that idea generation 

is necessary for improving writing skills, in order to be critical thinking and creative 

in their work. Trough improving the skill, we can develop our ideas by applying 

several guidelines for generating ideas and from that, we can make our writing or 

work easier.   

 


