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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter presents a background of the study, statements of the problem, 

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope, and limitation, and definition 

of key terms. Each part will be explained as follows. 

1.1 Research Background 

Writing is one of the productive skills that should be mastered by the 

students, especially in a foreign language. It is because writing skill has 

significances in improving a communicative competence of learning the language. 

According to Tarigan (1985), writing is a productive skill for writing indirect 

communication and the nature of the character is very different from that expressed 

by speaking directly. Writing is an activity that can usefully be prepared for work 

in other skills of listening, speaking, and reading. 

Writing is one of the language skills among the four skills in learning 

English. In line with Heaton (1988), writing skills are complex and sometimes 

difficult to teach. It requires mastery, not only grammatical and rhetoric devices but 

also of conceptual and judgmental elements. Writing involves all aspects of 

language such as grammar, vocabulary, word order spelling and logical 

arrangement of ideas. Based on that, when students want to write something, they 

should have a lot of ideas and thought in their mind so they will be able to express 

them into sentences, paragraphs, and an essay.  As writing considered to be the most 
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difficult skill from four skills in learning English, many students periodically face 

the obstacle while doing writing activities.  

In order to improve learning English as a foreign language, English teachers 

need to integrate student’s literature in the teaching and learning process. Teaching 

and learning are conducted in the English language by universities and colleges 

across the globe (Flowerdew& Peacock, 2001; Lauder, 2008). In the process of 

learning, various approaches, methods, and even techniques used by teachers or 

students to build knowledge. In that case, students have different learning strategies 

or methods in which to develop their English skills.  

Language learning strategies are not recently created but have been in use 

thousands for many years. Oxford (1990) defines learning strategies as “specific 

actions taken by the learner to make learning easier, faster, more enjoyable, more 

self-directed, more effective, and more transferrable to new situations. Thus, when 

learners start to learn, they have the ability to respond to the learning situation and 

to manage their learning in an appropriate way. There are six kinds of language 

learning strategies such as cognitive, meta-cognitive, memory, compensation, and 

social. It is not an easy job for the teachers to provide different learning styles unless 

the students build the skill to change learning styles according to the activity, 

situation and the need of the day (Oxford, 1990). 

In relation to the topic, there are previous studies related to this research that 

offers a way to promote learning strategies in writing. Some of them are as follow: 

First, new research was conducted by Wulandri (2013) under the title The 

Organization of Ideas in Essay Writing of the Fifth Semester Students at English 
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Department University of Muhammadiyah Malang. She found the problems in 

organizing ideas in essay writing owned by students. The problems can be classified 

into eleven problems, two of them are the difficulty to find the ideas and the 

difficulty to choose the ideas. Based on the result, the students had the idea to make 

the essay, but they could not arrange the good thesis statement and also the students 

had already understood the organization of the ideas in writing an essay but she still 

found there were students who were wrong.  

Another research, conducted by Masyhud (2010); tells that there were six 

problems faced by students in individual work in essay writing. He found the 

limited ideas become the most problem that students own in essay writing which 

gains 70% from 100%. It shows that most students have difficulty in generating 

their ideas into good writing. Different from the previous research mentioned 

before, the present study is aimed to analyze the ideas generating strategies used in 

the writing of third-semester students of the University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

In favor of being effective learners, they could implement the strategies in which 

the students improve their ideas in writing skills. 

Based on Flower & Hayes (1980), Idea generation is part of the planning 

component, in which plans-to-do and plans-to-say lie at the basis of the interaction 

between three sub-activities of planning: idea generation, structuring, and goal 

setting. From that statement, we can infer that idea generation is a process of 

developing and thinking our ideas in order to be critical using our plans or bank of 

ideas. In writing, idea generation is an important component of most major theories 

of writing. It can help students to make an easier to do activity in writing. Moreover, 
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using an idea generation can help students to improve and express their critical 

thinking in writing.  

The importance of this study is to make students more aware of learning 

strategies to develop their ability to generate their ideas of writing skillsat anytime 

and anywhere. Because, in a real case, college students are required to become 

aware of their own learning. Tomas (1999) asserts that idea comes from the 

creativity of thinking out of the box.  In general, it is believed that idea generation 

methods are important sources of encouragement for people (Satzinger et al., 1999). 

That is why the researcher chooses the title “Ideas Generating Strategies in Writing 

used by Third Semester Students at Universitas Muhammadiyah Malang”.  

1.2 Research Problem 

Based on the background of the study above, the problem of the study is 

stated as follows: 

“What are the Strategies to Generate Ideas in Writing used by Third 

Semester Students at Universitas Muhammadiyah Malang?” 

1.3 Research Objective 

Based on those statements above, the purpose of the study is: 

“To Know the Ideas Generating Strategies in Writing Used by Third 

Semester Students at Universitas Muhammadiyah Malang” 

1.4 Research Significance 

This research is expected to give both practically and theoretically 

significant contributions. Practically, the result of this study is to give a contribution 
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to students, the teachers, English Language Education Department of UMM, and 

the next researchers. Students can be motivated to mastery English skills well in 

writing.  

For the lectures, it is expected to be more creative in applying the strategies 

in teaching and even learning. For English Language Education Department of 

UMM, the information about the strategies can be applied in writing. For the next 

researchers, the data can be used as references. 

Meanwhile, theoretically, this study is useful to give contributions to the 

development of English learning strategy especially in ideas generating in writing.  

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

Based on the background of the study, the scope of this research is focused 

on the student’s strategies used in writing. This research is limited in the ideas 

generating strategies used by students. Moreover, the strategies are limited only for 

the third-semester students in writing class of University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang. Through the students know about the strategies, the researcher explains the 

strategies while collecting the data. Due limited the time, the researcher just 

explains three from seven.  

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

Some key terms used in this research need clarification in order to avoid 

ambiguity as well as misunderstanding and misinterpretation. They are explained 

are as follows: 

1.6.1 Writing is productive skills for writing indirect communication and the 

nature of the character is very different from that expressed by speaking 



 

6 
 

directly, therefore writing is included an ability (Tarigan, 1985: 5). 

According to Rivers (1981), writing is conveying information or expression 

of original ideas in a consecutive way in the new language. In this study, 

writing is the way how to express and improve their own ideas related to 

critical thinking.  

1.6.2 Learning strategies are defined as “specific actions, behaviors, steps, or 

techniques -- such as seeking out conversation partners or giving oneself 

encouragement to tackle a difficult language task -- used by students to 

enhance their own learning” (Scarcella& Oxford, 1992, p.63). In this study, 

learning strategies is a strategy that is used by the learners to get their 

knowledge to make easier learning using their learning style.  

1.6.3 Idea generation is an important component of most major theories of writing 

which the students need to be critical and creative to develop their 

knowledge in writing.  

 


