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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter covers background of study, statement of problem, hypothesis, 

significance of study, scope and limitation, and definition of key term.  

1.1 Background of Study 

 Language is commonly used by many people for communication 

every day. Language is the most valuable skill that people have. Language is also one 

of the most important things in communication and it is used as a tool of 

communication among the nations all over the world. As an international language, 

English is very important and has many interrelationships with various aspects of life 

owned by human being. In Indonesia, English is considered as the first foreign 

language and taught formally from elementary school up to the university level. 

Nowadays, many people in this world use English to communicate and interaction 

each other. Consequently, English becomes an international language. International 

English is the concept of the English language as a global means of communication in 

numerous dialects, and also the movement towards an international standard for the 

language. In Indonesia, English is the first foreign language that students learn at 

school. English is one of the subjects that must provide students the way to develop 

their English skill. Because of this reason, students must be improving their English 

skill, namely listening, writing, speaking, and reading (Jain, 2008).  
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Teaching is a system, it means that all components to interact each other to 

achieve a goal of teaching. One of the components is a teaching strategy. Teaching 

strategy is the teacher’s action to perform teacher’s course design. It means that the 

teacher has to do some efforts to use some teaching variables in their strategy such as 

the purposes of study, methodology, teaching materials, teaching aids and evaluation 

in order to influence students to achieve the determined goals (Sudjana in Sulistya, 

2008).  

One of English subjects that have been taught to students by using an 

appropriate strategy is reading. Reading is complex behavior which involves 

conscious of various strategies to build a model of the meaning which the writer is 

assumed to have intended. Reading is also the most important skill in learning 

language beside listening, speaking, and writing. Reading is very important at the 

early stage of learning in junior high school; students should be trained on how to 

read well in their reading (Kurniati, 2010). 

On the other hand, many students get difficulties in learning reading. To 

improve students’ reading ability the teachers should be able to choose a good 

method. Because of this reason, teachers have to use an appropriate teaching reading 

comprehension strategy. The method that can be used is SQ3R method. 

SQ3R is a method for teaching reading text conducted in five steps; Survey, 

Question, Read, Recite, and Review. This method is effective to be used in reading 

comprehension. It is supported by the previous research that was conducted by Indah 
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(2014) in her thesis about “The Use of Survey, Question, Read, Recite, And Review 

(SQ3R) To Teach Reading In F Class At Eight Years Students Of Smp Negeri 5 

Bangkalan”. The result showed that SQ3R method can improve students’ reading 

comprehension. Besides, this method made the students process the information of 

the text deeply, improve their speaking ability, and understand the text easily. From 

the result of the previous research, the researcher was very interested with SQ3R 

method and the researcher also thought that this strategy might be suitable to be used 

in other schools that have low reading ability. The researcher thought that this 

strategy was very good strategy because this strategy describes some steps for 

teaching reading. It makes the students understand and master the reading text easily. 

Before doing this research, the researcher also did a preliminary observation 

at MTsN Batu. The researcher found that the one month students got difficulties 

when they learnt reading. So they could not reach the standard in doing the 

assignment. They only got 65, while the minimum KKM is 75. So, it is important to 

conduct this research. The researcher wants to improve students’ reading ability as 

the major problem of the eighth grade students at MTsN Batu by using the SQ3R 

method to respond the meaning and rhetorical in descriptive text. 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

Based on the background of study, the researcher drew the statement of 

problems as follows:  

1. Does SQ3R improve teaching reading comprehension at MtsN Batu? 

 



 

15 
 

1.3  Hypothesis 

Based on the research problems, the purposes of this study are: 

H0: There is influence in reading comprehension using SQ3R (Survey, Question, 

Read, Recite, and Review). 

H1: There is not influence in reading comprehension using SQ3R (Survey, Question, 

Read, Recite, and Review). 

1.4 Significance of Study 

The result of this study is expected to give contribution to all English teachers 

in order to be able to solve their teaching and learning problems in the classroom 

especially in teaching reading. For English teachers of MTsN Batu, this research 

becomes the feedback of different teaching method. For the students of eighth grader 

at MTsN Batu, the students will get a good learning, new motivation and innovation 

in learning process. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 This research focuses on improving the students’ reading ability by 

implementing PQ4R strategy at MTsN Batu. This study is limited to the 

implementation of the strategy to class F of the eighth grade. 

1.6 Definition of Key Term    

1. Reading comprehension  

Reading Comprehension is an activity of building to understand the meaning 

of text that can be too translated by own language. Furthermore, such 

understanding can be useful to others (William, 2009).   
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2. SQ3R Method 

SQ3R is an operationally reading technique which one has the benefit of 

intensive and rational reading because that is the ways to learn reading that 

consists of five steps: (Survey, Question, Read, Recite, and Review) (Laraine, 

1997).  

3. MTsN Batu  

MTsN Batu is one of junior high school where the research is going to 

conducted by the researcher. 

4. Classroom Action Research (CAR) 

Classroom Action Research is a process in which participants examine their 

own educational practice systematically and carefully, using the techniques of 

research 

 


