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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This introductory chapter presents the research background, research 

problems, research objectives, scope and limitation, research significance, and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1 Research Background 

The priority of listening skills is to receive language input in foreign 

language learning because it is the key to achieve a language. However, research 

in the field of teaching has been mainly based on reading, writing and speaking as 

the skills necessary for language acquisition. Hanna (2012) stated that it happened 

because listening was taken only as a receptive skill in language learning before 

the 1970’s. Listening practice has received little research and pedagogical 

attention because the role of listening in language learning was taken for 

acknowledged. Gilakjani and Ahmadi (2011) figure out that listening plays an 

important role in communication, listening takes up 40-50%; speaking, 25-30%; 

reading, 11-16%; and writing, about 9%. Nevertheless, it is evident that listening 

is more important for the lives of students because listening is used as essential 

medium of learning at all phases of education. 

Listening is one of the main four language skills that vehicles message in 

language communication. Hamouda (2013) stated that listening is important for 

the language learner not only as their receptive skill but also to establish their 

speaking skill. In other words, listening is cognitive skill to figure out the meaning 

of a message, comprehend and communicate with others effectively. 
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Language learners face a lot of problems when they listen to a language. 

Hamouda (2013) stated that foreign language learners have crucial problems in 

comprehend listening because the teacher pay attention to grammar, reading, and 

vocabulary. Teacher do not seem to pay attention to these skills while designing 

their lessons. Hamouda (2013) confirmed that foreign language learners have 

serious problems in comprehend listening because teachers commonly only pay 

attention only in reading, speaking and writing. Since listening needs more 

instrument and media such as laboratory, audio, computers and etc., not all school 

provides those requirements. 

 In addition, the various difficulties commonly occur in the listening such 

as; making prediction. Guessing unknown words, recognizing the main point and 

many other such difficulties are still encountered by the students in the listening 

comprehension subject as stated by Hamouda (2013). By this condition, reduce 

the problem in listening classes and make the learner easy to comprehend what 

they listen is should be handled seriously.  

Rost (in Hamouda, 2013) confirmed that listening is important in learning 

language because listening give input for the learner. Krashen (in Hamouda, 2013) 

further argued that people achieve a language by comprehending the linguistic 

information that they listen. In the point of development foreign language, 

listening activity give impact on learner’s understanding and linguistic 

development. It can be stated that the more students do listening the better their 

linguistic skill they have. 
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Indonesian students faced listening problem either on linguistics or non-

linguistic aspects. Irmawan (2011) found that the second grade students in SMA 

Salahuddin Malang faced the problem in comprehend listening content. Giving 

more portion in listening skills become the teacher’s problem solving. From this 

finding, the researcher found that students in senior high school get difficulties 

especially in comprehending the listening material. Another researcher, 

Handayani (2010) found that the most of students had problems in linguistic such 

as, in grammar that they had problem in understanding tenses in a dialogue. 

Besides, in non-linguistic aspect, the students’ problem was related with the 

physical setting. From this findings, the researcher decide to conduct the research 

in junior high level because previous research on digital library was ever 

conducted the research by using junior high students’ as the subject. 

While did the internship program at 2018, the researcher found that there 

were the students in Junior High School having problems to develop their 

listening skill. Considering the fact stated above, the researcher intended to 

investigate the problems of listening practice faced by the first year students in 

Junior High School of 3 Batu. In this research, the researcher tries to identify 

information about the student’s problem and know the teacher’s technique to 

coped with the problem in listening practice.  

1.2 Research Problems 

In agreement with the research background, the problems in this study are 

stated as follows: 
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1. What are the difficulties that the students faced in listening practice? 

2. How does the teacher cope with the problem in listening practice? 

1.3 Research Objectives 

The main goal of this research is to describe kinds of students’ difficulties 

in listening practice. To be more specific, this research intent to: 

1. Identify the students’ problem in listening practice. 

2. Know the teacher’s technique to cope with the problem in listening 

practice. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

In this research, the researcher only examines on the difficulties in 

listening practice faced by the high school students. The researcher classifies 

whether their difficulties are leaning on grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation 

or materials and facilities. The limitation of this research is students from class D 

in the third year of Junior High School of 3 Batu. 

1.5 Research Significance 

This research has two benefits which are theoretical and practical. 

Theoretically, this research is intended to describe and show the students’ problem 

of listening comprehension for the first year students of Junior High School 3 

Batu. 

Practically, this research is expected to be beneficial for the third year 

students at Junior High School of 3 Batu, the English teachers at Junior High 

School of 3 Batu, and the further researchers. First, the researcher hopes that the 

result of the study give feedback to the third year students at Junior High School 
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of 3 Batu to know the problem of listening practice. Therefore, they will be able to 

improve their listening skill. For the English teachers at Junior High School of 3 

Batu, the teachers who teach listening can improve students’ listening skill. It can 

be done by having a better understanding of their students’ problem of listening 

skill and examining their own teaching methods. The last benefit is for the future 

researchers who wish to conduct as the same topic. The researcher hopes that the 

result of this research can be continued with different population and sample. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

There are several terms frequently used in this study which need to be 

defined in order to avoid ambiguity and misunderstanding; 

1. Listening is an active process of interpretation of what we are listening 

matched with what we already know. (Brito, 2015) 

1. Linguistic problem which covered grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, 

language style, dialect and background of culture. (Prijambodo, 2012) 

2. Non-linguistic problem which give impact on the learning listening, as 

mentioned student, teacher, teaching method, teaching material, teaching 

learning facilities, time allocation, society, exposure, goals and government 

policy. (Prijambodo, 2012) 

 


