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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter incorporates definition of idioms, classification of idioms, 

and definition of web novel. 

2.1 Idioms 

In linguistics, idioms are regularly considered to be figures of speech because 

idioms figurative meaning is in contrast with the literal meaning. Approximately, there 

are thousands of idioms in every language. Even in English, at least there are twenty-

five thousand idiomatic expressions. Idioms are often misleading because one should 

understand its meaning in order to understand the whole. That is to say, mastering 

idioms needs a great deal of knowledge, as it cannot be ignored that idioms are also part 

of the language which high in difficulty. 

Idioms can be categorized as irregular expression as they break the 

'regular' strings in the language. Idioms and fixed expressions come from many 

cultural aspects such as culture, religious beliefs, superstitions, and different 

ideologies of the people from many societies and different cultural aspects. They 

are also one of the formulaic type sequences in the sense that they have both fixed 

or semi-fixed structure in terms of accepting modification. Accordingly, idioms 

cannot be broken up into pieces as their expressions are already frozen. 

2.1.1 Definition of Idioms 

As stated by Baker (2011), idioms are frozen patterns of language which 

allow little or no variation in form and, in the case of idioms, often carry meanings 

which cannot be deduced from their individual components. On account of its 



 

8 
 

characteristic, the meaning of these expressions cannot be understood or predicted 

from the meaning of its constituents. In this case, it cannot be understood its 

meaning by only looking at its basic traits which incorporate knowledge of 

grammar and lexicon. In short, it has to be learned as a whole. 

As a general principle, idiomatic expressions play an important role in 

each language. However, idioms are non-compositional and often 'misleading' as 

they take different forms not to mention their meanings are vague on its surface 

structure. For instance, as Cruse (2011) has been noted that the constituents of 

idioms are meaningless, take to pull (someone)'s leg ('to tell someone something 

that is not true as a way of joking with the person') for example, they cannot 

change it into 'She pulled her brother's left leg' as its elements not separately 

modifiable, or 'She pulled her brother's leg and arm’ as its elements do not 

coordinate with genuine semantic constituents. The elements also cannot take 

contrastive stress such as 'It was her brother's leg that she pulled'.  

Given these points, the basic concept of idioms are frozen patterns of 

language which have little or no variation in form and they are rarely used except 

for conscious jokes or a play on words. For instance, bury the hatchet ('to become 

friendly again after a disagreement or quarrel'), and the long and short of it ('the 

basic facts of the situation'). It needs to be underlined that the order of the words 

in it cannot be changed (e.g. *’the short and the long of it’) and the words cannot 

be deleted nor added (e.g. *’the very long and the short of it’). Replacing it with 

another words and changing its grammatical construction are also prohibited (e.g. 

*’there is the tall as well as there is the short of it’). 
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2.1.2 Classification of Idioms 

Idioms can be categorized in many different ways. There are description 

and classification of idioms that Fillmore, Kay and O'Connor (1988) used in their 

analysis to argue for a construction grammar. Classification of idioms are divided 

into eight categories which are as follows: 

a. Encoding Idioms 

Encoding idioms are interpretable by the standard rules for interpreting 

sentences, means the meaning is predictable, be that as it may as a listener you 

cannot be sure whether these idiomatic expressions are natural-sounding English 

or not. For instance, the examples as given by Fillmore et al (1988) are answer the 

door, wide awake, and bright red. These expressions are all predictable, and the 

listener should be able to figure out the meanings upon hearing them. On the other 

hand, as a listener you would not have guessed that these are natural-sounding 

English way of describing 'open the door in response to someone knocking', 

'completely awake' and 'intense color’. Many collocations are encoding idioms. 

b. Decoding Idioms 

Decoding idioms must be decoded; they are not predictable because as a 

listener you will not be able to figure out the meaning of the whole at all from its 

constituents. Every decoding idioms are also encoding idioms due to the fact that 

if you as a listener cannot unravel its meaning, then automatically you are also 

deemed not be able to use it in a correct way. To put it in general terms, a 

decoding idiom is mainly because there is no relevance between its literal and 

idiomatic meaning from each constituent. Take for example, kick the bucket, it is a 



 

10 
 

transitive verb phrase, however its idiomatic meaning is the intransitive meaning 

'die' and there is no correlation at all between 'die' and 'a bucket'. 

c. Grammatical Idioms 

Grammatical idioms are semantically irregular (i.e. they are encoding or 

decoding idioms), however they are parsable by the language general syntactic 

rules. All of the idioms follow the general English syntactic rule in a way that the 

verb should be followed by the direct objects, and that a possessive modifier come 

before the noun it modifies. Those discussed so far include in the examples, such 

as kick the bucket and spill the beans, or (X) blows X's nose. 

d. Extra-grammatical Idioms 

In contrast with grammatical idioms, extra-grammatical idioms cannot be 

parsed by the general syntactic rules for the language. Take for the examples given by 

Fillmore et al (1988). such as first off, sight unseen, all of a sudden, by and large and 

so far so good. They are often considered rare, notwithstanding, Nunberg, Sag, and 

Wasow (1994) argue that is not necessarily the case. There is a sampling of extra-

grammatical idioms provided by Nunberg et al (1994) as follows: 

“by and large; No can do; trip the light fantastic; kingdom come; battle royal; 

Handsome is as handsome does; Would that it were . . .; every which way; Easy 

does it; be that as it may; Believe you me; in short; happy go lucky; make believe; 

do away with; make certain.” 

e. Substantive Idioms 

Substantive idioms are idiomatic expressions in which all elements of the 

idiom are fixed or lexically filled. For instance, it takes one to know one is one of 
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the idioms that are lexically fixed or frozen, the tense cannot be changed into it 

took one to know one. Another example is so far so good, it cannot be changed 

into so far so bad. The characteristic of this idiom is that except for their fixed 

lexical item, they are also grammatically invariable. 

f. Formal Idioms 

Formal idioms are idiomatic expressions in which part of the idiom 

lexically open or can be filled by concrete lexical expressions that are 

semantically and syntactically suitable for the slot. For instance, the idiom (X) 

blows X's nose, this expression (X) can be filled by a noun phrase (and/or a 

correlative co-reverential possessive pronoun) that invokes a person possessing a 

nose such as I blew my nose, Angga blew his nose, and so on. In this case, they are 

only partially filled by correlative co-reverential expressions and/or grammatically 

variable. 

g. Idioms with Pragmatic Point 

Idioms with pragmatic point are idioms that are used in certain pragmatic 

contexts. They are idioms that are giving the usual sense for the situation. Such as 

opening and closing conversations idioms like good morning or see you later, and 

give as example other specialized discourse contexts like once upon a time (for 

telling a fairy tale) are some clear examples for this idiom. Basically, they are tied 

to a specific pragmatic content. 

h. Idioms without Pragmatic Point 

On the contrary, idioms without pragmatic point are idioms that are not 

tied to a specific pragmatic context. It means that they do not need any special 
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occasion or situation to use it. Give as example all of a sudden, it can be used in 

any situation as long as the situation is match with the expression. 

2.2 Web Novel 

Due to the fact that the popularity of web novel growing through the years, 

as a result more and more readers of web novel have decided to start their own 

works. According to Sepulchrave (2013), since 2008, web fiction has proliferated 

in popularity. Possibly, as a result of this, more fans of web serials have decided 

to create their own, propagating the form further, leading to the number of serious, 

original works growing quickly. Some serials utilize the formats of the media to 

include things not possible in ordinary books, such as clickable maps, pop-up 

character bios, sorting posts by tag, illustrations, and video. For this reason, the 

growth of original works of web novel rise significantly. Furthermore, readers are 

often creating additional information or glossary regarding the web novel on the 

serial's website in the form of wikis. Web novel are also cost less to run than other 

types of literature form.  

Eventually, it becomes business that the web platforms worth more than 

billions of dollars in mainland (specifically China) as the most used site 

qidian.com is in China. The site itself gained fame as the largest web novels 

community in the world and hosts approximately 2,933,925 titles per August 22, 

2019 taken at qidian.com. There are also other platforms to support authors who 

want to write and posted their own story such as Wattpad, Fictionpress, and 

Fictionhub. 
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2.2.1 Definition of Web Novel 

Web novel is a novel that is written by the author in a website rather than a hard 

copy which makes them more efficient to read. In other words, they are not published 

as a whole, or batched in one go. Instead, they are released on the Internet chapter by 

chapter until they are finished, normally the released schedule is up to the author, and 

often the release date is not fixed. Nowadays, this kind of novel is popular among 

people as writing a web novel takes less time and more flexible than writing a book. 

As shown above, a web novel or the so-called a virtual novel is a novel 

that published online. It usually has dual formats and exist as free-to-read and 

pay-to-read formats. Web novel has no barrier of entry, and everyone can write 

any types of novel, even a terrible one without any repercussions. It is basically a 

place to write anything you want without any limitation in the author’s side. 

This ‘freedom’ system that is existed in web novel often attracts many 

amateur authors to sharpen their skills in writing novel. It is often seen as seeking 

new opportunities for new author to make his debut in the digital novel world. It is 

not surprising that if any of their novel seen as crowd-pleasing, the author will 

also be benefited from their work as they will also be paid. In this case, it is 

regularly in the form of patreon format instead of sending the money directly. 

2.2.2 Types of Web Novel 

There are many types of web novel or novel that is existed in the digital 

world. For instance, fan fiction, web comic, and light novel. In its actual essence, 

it is actually the same, as all of them are existed in virtual form. Its difference only 

reconciled in the concept of the novel itself. 
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Fan fiction is a fiction that comes from fans by modifying the original 

story, character, etc. to their liking. Basically, it is a type of web novel in which 

popularized its publishing of writing through the internet and using the 

community interaction surrounding its web serial as a basis standard. There are 

many fan fiction works have been published and be prepared deliberately for the 

sole purpose in easy digestion of serialized original works based on the internet 

reading audiences. In fact, many authors made their debut in fan fiction before 

departing for their original work. However, in fan fiction there is no significant 

obligation to finish the stories as many fan fiction archives (such as fanfiction.net 

or fiction press) are arranged to accommodate and encourage the publication of 

serial works. 

On the other hand, Duggan (2008) defines web comic as a cartoon that 

published on the web for everyone to read. Most of them are published and 

distributed exclusively on the web, and some others are in the form of magazines, 

newspaper, or even self-published books. Though web comic also can be 

compared to self-published comics as there are many comics artists that create 

their own web comic and publish it online. Few examples of web comic would be 

webtoon, or manga. 

Furthermore, a light novel is a Japanese novel in which the novel usually 

targeted for teens. Its term itself came from formed words in the English language 

that is adapted into (raito noberu) or the so-called wasei-eigo (English words 

coined in Japan). This novel is regularly called as ranobe or, in the West, LN 

(Abbreviation for Light Novel). Light novel average length is approximately 
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50,000 words, and they are published in separate book volumes. Unlike web novel 

that has no barrier in its entity, light novel has a barrier of entry where a novel 

needs to have certain requirements to be published because they are targeting 

profits and sales. Examples of light novel would be Re:Monster, Arifureta, Sword 

Art Online. 

2.3 Against the Gods 

Against the Gods is a currently ongoing, Chinese fantasy novel, written by 

the Chinese author Mars Gravity in 2014, and is currently being translated to 

English by the translation team, Alyschu & Co (Enteisla, 2016). This novel is one 

of the best Chinese novels in the web novel world. It is not without a reason, as 

Against the Gods is considered “not your average Chinese fantasy novel” by the 

readers because the complex plots it has. Not only that, it also wins the readers’ 

heart in a way that the story always entertain the readers in every chapter with 

jaw-dropping situation and induce emotion in readers. 

Against the Gods is a series that is playing in emotion, stay close to the 

common traits in order to make the reader stay interested. It is a well written, 

straightforward series which is rotating in the circle of avarice, betrayal, 

pridefulness, and vengeance. The unpredictable story and complex plots yet still 

compelling to read make the web novel one of the masterpiece Chinese web novel 

has. 

Yun Che as a main character is proud, genius, rash, audacious, lecherous, 

yet vengeful man. However, as a main character, he battles against those who do 

the things that he despised. It is also intriguing as the antagonists are mostly one-
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dimensional characters that is redeeming yet domineering. Its story close to that of 

different power levels, different women involved, and ultimately unpredictable 

outcome for the enemies in the arc which make this story more interesting and not 

boring. 

2.3.1 Against the Gods Profile 

Against the Gods is a licensed Chinese fantasy web novel in which the 

story involves a boy named Yun Che who trains in martial arts. It has two names 

in English version which are Against the Gods (the most common one), Heaven 

Defying Evil God. The story is written by Mars Gravity in 2014. It is currently 

still ongoing whether it is the original work or the translation version with 14 

volumes/or 1498 chapters per July 6, 2019. It release frequency, according to 

Novel Updates, is every 0.9 Day(s). In one novel, it has eight genres which are 

Action, Adventure, Ecchi (it is basically 18+), Fantasy, Harem (have many 

wives), Martial arts, Mature, and Xuanhuan (literally means "Mysterious 

Fantasy", it remixes Chinese mythology with foreign elements & settings. 

On the other hand, Against the Gods is a popular Chinese fantasy web 

novel with 4.1 user ratings based on Novel Updates. According to Novel Updates' 

statistics graph that retrieved July 6, 2019, Against the Gods placed in 9th position 

in Weekly Rank, 7th position in Monthly Rank, and 7th position in All Time Rank 

which means it is considered one of those high-level novel. It also beats thousands 

of novels in its genre. 

In the same manner, on 20538 Reading Lists in Novel Updates, on July 6, 

2019, Against the Gods placed in 9th position in Monthly Rank, and 3rd position 
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in All Time Rank. From this alone, it is convinced that Against the Gods is not 

one of your average novels, as out of 20538 Reading Lists in Novel Updates, it 

can be placed in 3rd position considering its hypercompetitive system. 

2.3.2 Against the Gods Synopsis 

Cloud's End Cliff is one of the most dangerous four deadly areas in Azure 

Cloud Continent which also known as the Grim Reaper's Cemetery. Over the 

years, the cliff has taken countless lives, and none of them have been able to 

return alive. However, a boy that’s being chased by various people because he 

alone holds a priceless treasure jumps off the cliff, but instead of dying he wakes 

up in the body of a boy with the same name in another world!  

This is the story of a boy wielding the Sky Poison Pearl, cultivating the strength to 

oppose heaven and earth, a lord overlooking the world (Alyschu, 2015). 


