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CHAPTER II  

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter presents some reviews of related literature dealing with this 

research. It covers teaching reading, teaching writing, play script and “The Corn Is 

Green” play script. 

2.1 Teaching Reading 

Teaching reading is a classroom activity in which the teachers teach the 

students how to read and comprehend the reading text. Harmer  (2007) claims that 

teaching reading is focused on teaching students what they read and how well the 

students are able to deal with the reading material. In this classroom activity, the 

teachers are the main figure who gives knowledge about how to read and how to 

comprehend what the students read.  

According to Brown (2007), there are several principles in teaching 

reading. The first principle is the teacher should teach reading as an integrated 

course. The second is the teacher should use techniques that intrinsically 

motivating. The third is the teacher should give authentic texts and consider their 

readability. The fourth is the teacher should include both bottom-up and top-down 

processing’s. The last is the teacher should plan pre-reading, during reading, and 

post-reading.  

Based on Harmer (2007), there are two skills that teacher needs to teach to 

students. Firstly, the teacher has to teach the students scanning skill. This skill 

takes the students to scan the specific information at a specific time. The students 

are not necessary to read the whole text. Secondly, the students need to teach how 
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to skim. Skimming means that the students do a grasp of the general idea of a text 

without reading the whole text. 

According to Ahmad (2013), the teachers applied three kinds of stages in 

teaching reading namely pre-reading, whilst-reading, and post-reading stages. The 

first is pre-reading; it is a stage to help the students understand the next stage of 

reading. The next is whilst-reading; in the whilst-reading stage, teachers have to 

understand the specific content and perceive the rhetorical of the text. The last is 

post-reading; the aims of this stage are to review the content, grammar, 

vocabulary, and new information for the students’ knowledge, interest, and 

opinion. 

2.1.1 Strategies in Teaching Reading  

To teach reading, the teachers need a perfect strategy to make the students 

easily understand and get knowledge of reading. The strategy of teaching reading 

refers to helping the students understand the reading texts. There are some 

strategies in teaching reading based on Lapp, Flood & Farnan (2004). 

2.1.1.1 Reciprocal teaching 

Reciprocal teaching is a series of steps that first used by the teacher and 

later by students who act as the teacher during part of a lesson. The best 

conducted this strategy is with a small group of students and the most appropriate 

for students who have serious problems in learning more normal ways. A teacher-

intensive procedure requires much time to spend on text, so students can learn the 

material thoroughly and learn procedures intended to direct future learning. 
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2.1.1.2 ARC 

ARC is stands for anticipating, realization and contemplation. The focus of 

the anticipation part of the lesson is on using existing knowledge as the basis of 

predicting the kinds of information to be encountered in new learning. The 

realization part of the lesson occurs as students interact with the new information. 

The contemplation part of the lesson occurs after new information is encountered 

and used to help students pull information together.  

2.1.1.3 PONDARRS 

Pondarrs is a process that intended to be done in a whole class to complete 

the unit of instruction. The steps of this strategy are (1) Preview each sections of 

the text to identify the specific subtopic to be presented. (2) Develop questions 

based on previous knowledge and concepts expected to be encountered. (3) Read 

or listen to answer the questions, then discuss the answers and relate them to the 

questions. (4) Revise the network by adding the new information about the 

subtopic, reorganizing parts of the network when needed. (5) Repeat the steps. 

2.1.1.4 Pre-reading Learning Strategy 

Prereading strategy is requires to students work in pairs or small-group 

teams. The teacher asks the students to make teams to work together to list 

everything that they know about a general topic. The teacher will announces the 

specific topic of reading assignment and asks students to predict which items on 

their lists they might expect to find in the text. They discussion to predict what 

information would appear in the text and on additional new information. This 

strategy requires students to have opportunity to recall and examine prior 



 

11 

 

knowledge, gain information from one another, and develop hypotheses regarding 

the nature of the information to be learned.  

2.1.2 The Problems in Teaching Reading 

Teaching reading is not easy, there are some problems faced by the 

teachers. There are two factors are most often responsible for people to 

comprehend reading materials. 

2.1.2.1 Linguistics 

Fromkin, Rodman, and Hyams (2003) have said that linguistic knowledge 

is the unconscious knowledge about the linguistic system of sounds, structures, 

meanings, words, and rules for putting them all together. The linguistic problems 

in teaching reading include the semantic, lexical, and syntactical problems 

2.1.2.1.1 Vocabularies 

Semantic complexities include lack of vocabulary knowledge especially 

about acceptable collocations.. There are some factors to generate the difficulties 

of vocabularies, such as pronunciation, length and complexity, grammar, meaning, 

connotation, range and idiomatic. 

2.1.2.1.2 Lack of knowledge 

Lexical complexities involve lack of knowledge about derivations and 

word classes. This problem is focus on the lack of derivations and words of the 

text. The text not only activates words and concepts directly in the text, but also 

not directly, but highly relevant to the concepts in the text. 
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2.1.2.1.3 Grammar 

Syntactical complexities include lack of knowledge about acceptable 

sentence structure and acceptable grammar. Grammar is one of the parts in 

English. The sentence structure and acceptable grammar are problems that usually 

faced by students in learning English.  

2.1.2.2 Non-Linguistic 

Non-linguistic reading problems refer to any reading problem, which is 

unconnected to the reader’s linguistic abilities. They include difficulty to connect 

ideas in the text, difficulty to differentiate the main and supporting points in the 

text, lack of a good reading strategy, lack of cultural knowledge, the text length, 

lack of background knowledge, lack of motivation, lack of working memory and 

inability or never been trained to do speed reading. 

2.1.2.2.1 Lack of a good reading strategy 

This problem is based on the students, where they cannot read the text 

properly, so they difficult to understand and connect of each idea of the text. A 

good strategy to read is important to get the point or connect all of the information 

from the text.  

2.1.2.2.2 Lack of background knowledge 

Knowledge is important to interpret reader of the text, by integrating the 

background knowledge and by the context of the text. Enrich of background 

knowledge will help the reader to understand the context of the text. 
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2.1.2.2.3 Lack of motivation 

Motivation gives rise students to a period of sustained intellectual and /or 

physical effort. Motivation is a process that helps students to reach their aims. 

Motivation from teacher can help students to focus and solve their struggle to 

learn English.  

2.1.3 The Solutions of the Problems in Teaching Reading 

The solutions to teaching problems are the way to solve the problems in the 

teaching process. The teachers have to understand what the students learn, how 

and why such learning influences them, how lessons could be beneficial for them 

in the future. 

2.1.3.1 Linguistic 

 The solutions of the problems in linguistic problems are the way to solve 

the linguistic problem in teaching reading. 

2.1.3.1.1 Make a relation between vocabulary and language use 

 A sentence cannot be conveyed without vocabulary. Nation (2001) 

describes the correlation between vocabulary knowledge and language practice as 

complementary. The vocabulary skill can enables the language use skill and 

conversely. Language use leads to an increase in vocabulary knowledge. 

2.1.3.1.2 Classify the words 

 The special status of the classification words derives from the fact that 

these are the most important classes of words for the purpose of grammatical 

description, equally relevant for morphology, syntax, and lexical semantics 
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(Haspelmath. 2017). Students have to understand the classification of the words to 

learn English. It can help them to connect idea of the text.  

2.1.3.1.3 Understanding the part of speech 

 Understanding the park of speech is the way to solve the problem in 

grammar. Part of speech is the part of grammar. There were ten word classes (or 

parts of speech) noun, verb, adjective, adverb, pronoun, preposition, conjunction, 

numeral, article, interjection (Haspelmath. 2017). 

2.1.3.2 Non-Linguistic 

 The solutions of the problems in non-linguistic problems are the way to 

solve the non-linguistic problem in teaching reading. 

2.1.3.2.1 Mastery the reading strategy 

 According to Karami (2008), what differentiate between poor and good 

readers are reading strategies. By mastering the strategy of reading, students will 

easily connect the information from the text.  

2.1.3.2.2 Enrich knowledge 

 The activation of knowledge can have immediate impact on 

comprehension, especially when the text is closely related to what one already 

knows (Cook & O'Brien, 2014). By enriching knowledge, it can help students to 

understand the context of the text.  

2.1.3.2.3 Teachers give some motivations 

 Based on Yil, et al (2013) motivation constitutes one of the significant 

backbones of learning process in student life; hence a lot of studies place a high a 
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value on this concept. By giving some motivations it can get students’ interest to 

learn English.  

2.2 Teaching Writing 

 Teaching writing is a classroom activity of the teachers to teach how to 

write and how to organize a written form. Based on Halimi and Inayanti (2015), 

writing can be used to improve students’ understanding and use of vocabulary and 

structure. Teaching writing to the students is important because writing plays an 

important  

role to help the students involved in learning a language.   

Harmer (2007) asserted that writing is a thinking process that is capable to 

stimulate the students to focus on accurate language use and increase their 

language development. In other words, teaching writing is not only teaching about 

one skill, often it is connected to the reading skill. Brown (2007) states that, by 

reading, the students can study various types of texts, so they will get an important 

insight about how they should write, and also lead the students to gain many ideas 

or topics for their writing. 

2.2.1 Strategies in Teaching Writing  

There are several strategies to teach writing. The strategies can help the 

teacher to convey their thoughts to the students, so it can help the students 

understand the learner process easily. Based on Graham & Perin (2007) there are 

collaborative learning, sentence combining, pre-writing, study of writing models 

and inquiry activities strategies. 

 



 

16 

 

2.2.1.1 Collaborative writing 

Collaborative writing involves developing instructional arrangements 

whereby adolescents work together to plan, draft, revise, and edit their 

compositions. It showed a strong impact on improving the quality of students’ 

writing. Collaborative writing requires peers writing as a group work. The 

students asked to work in peers on a writing task. They will help each other to 

organize the spelling, punctuation, and generating ideas, creating a draft, 

rereading essays, editing essays, choosing the best copy, and evaluating the final 

product. The teacher’s role is to monitoring the students, and addresses their 

concerns. 

2.2.1.2 Sentence Combining 

Sentence combining is a strategy based on grammar to improve the students’ 

writing skill. Especially, learning to write a complex sentence can improve 

students’ writing quality. It is involves teaching students to construct more 

complex and sophisticated sentences through exercises in which two or more 

basic sentences are combined into a single sentence. 

2.2.1.3 Prewriting 

Pre-writing persuades students in designed activities to help them to 

generate or organize their ideas for composition. Pre-writing activities include 

gathering possible information for a paper through reading or developing a visual 

representation of their ideas before sitting down to write. For example, some 

common pre-writing activities include encouraging group and individual planning 

before writing, organizing pre-writing ideas, prompting students to plan after 



 

17 

 

providing a brief demonstration of how to do so, or assigning reading material 

pertinent to a topic and then encouraging students to plan their work.  

2.2.1.4 Study of Writing Models  

Study of writing model presents an occasion for the students to read, 

analyse and emulate the models of a good writing. The study of models provides 

students with good models of writing that is the focus of instruction. Students are 

encouraged to analyse these examples and to emulate the critical elements, 

patterns, and forms embodied in the models in their own writing. The purpose is 

to make the students can create a good writing. 

2.2.1.5 Inquiry activities  

Inquiry means to require the students in activities to help them develop 

their ideas and content for a particular writing task by analysing immediate, 

concrete data. Involving adolescents in writing activities designed to sharpen their 

inquiry skills improves the quality of their writing. Effective inquiry activities in 

writing are characterized by a clearly specified goal, analysis of concrete and 

immediate data, use of specific strategies to conduct the analysis, and applying 

what was learned. 

2.2.2 The Problems in Teaching Writing 

Problem is a gap found in one condition or situation.  There are two 

problems in teaching writing, namely student’s lack of vocabulary and grammar 

and student’s lack of motivation.  
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2.2.2.1 Linguistic 

Linguistics problems occur within structuring sentences such as tenses, word 

class, using articles, word formation, and word error (Rahmatunisa. 2014). There are 

several problems, namely tenses and spelling. 

2.2.2.1.1 Tenses 

In using tenses or grammar, students usually have difficulties or confuse to 

determining which one is noun, verb, adverb, and adjective, as exemplified in students’ 

writing test and other sentences. 

2.2.2.1.2 Spelling 

Spelling or word error is a problem that usually faced by EFL students. 

They write down the word based on what they heard. They do not know the spell 

of the new word.  Sometime they get spelling error when they write the word 

quickly so, they forget to check the word.  

2.2.2.2 Non-Linguistic 

Psychological problem is one of the non-linguistic problem. Psychological 

factors such as fear of making mistake, shyness, anxiety, lack of confidence and 

lack of motivation. 

2.2.2.2.1 Lack of motivation  

In the process of teaching and learning writing students have phase when 

they lack of motivation. Based on Yil et al. (2013) there some reasons why 

students are lack of motivation age, difficulty in concentration, overloading, 

language lesson hours, syllabus, and health problem. They will lose their focus to 

the material or the teacher. .  
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2.2.2.1.2 Lack of confidence 

Students’ lack of confidence is also caused by a teaching strategy which 

does not conform to students’ learning styles and cultural backgrounds (Ahmad et 

al., 2013). Usually they lack of confidence because of personal problem.  

2.2.3 The Solutions of the Problems in Teaching Writing 

The teachers should have some solutions to solve the problems in teaching 

writing. There are two solutions to solve the teaching writing problems, namely 

giving rewards and punishment and organizing the class.  

2.2.3.1 Linguistic 

The solutions of the problems in linguistic problems are the way to solve 

the linguistic problem in teaching writing. 

2.2.3.1.1 Mastery the grammar  

By mastering the English grammar, will help students to write a text in a 

good write. Grammar consists of noun, verb, adverb, and adjective, as exemplified in 

students’ writing test and other sentence.  

2.2.3.1..2 Teachers check the spelling error 

By checking the spelling errors, the students will understand the spell of 

the words. Students learn from the error and try to remembering how to spell 

properly. From the errors students will take a note the spelling alos the neew 

vocabulary that they get.   

2.2.3.2 Non-Linguistic  

The solutions of the problems in non-linguistic problems are the way to 

solve the non-linguistic problem in teaching reading. 
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2.2.3.2.1 Giving rewards and punishment 

Giving rewards is a symbol to appreciate the student’s courage or success. 

Reward menas “to make someone excited, willing and wishful” (Dehkoda, 1994). 

However, punishment is to “waking up, warning someone”, in order to discipline.  

2.2.3.2.2 Teachers give some motivation 

 Based on Yil, et al (2013) motivation constitutes one of the significant 

backbones of learning process in student life; hence a lot of studies place a high a 

value on this concept. By giving some motivations it can get students’ interest to 

learn English.  

2.3 Play Script  

A play is an artefact, insofar as it leaves a trace: a published text, a 

manuscript, a notice in the newspaper, a reaction in a diary (Richards.2005). 

Drama also called as play, theatre or performance. For all the performance is 

about all of the show including audience and performers, and technique. Evidence 

indicates that dancing, singing, wearing masks and/or costumes, impersonating 

other humans, animals, or supernaturals, acting out stories, presenting time 1 at 

time 2, isolating and preparing special places and/or times for these presentations, 

and individual or group preparations or rehearsals are coexistent with the human 

condition (Richards.2005).  

 2.4 “The Corn Is Green” Play Script 

 “The Corn Is Green” is a semi-autobiographical play written by Emilyn 

Williams published on 1938-1940 in the United State by Random House. The fisrt 

show of this play premiered in London at the Duchess Theatre on 20 September 
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1938. This play was dedicated to the teacher Miss L.C. Moffat as the English 

teacher. In late 19 centuries, Miss Moffat opened a school in a Welsh mining 

village. In Welsh Village the students were used their mother tongue to 

communicate, English was their second language, but they cannot spell or 

pronounce the English word properly. Then, Miss Moffat found a boy who has a 

chance to learn English named Morgan Evans. Miss Moffat teaches him reading 

and writing English every day. However, there are some problems to teach 

reading and writing English to him, it based on the student and the teacher. 

Morgan has many problems to learn English, such in the end of the story he has a 

problem to get a scholarship in Oxford because he has a baby with Miss Moffat’s 

helper, Miss Watty’s daughter Bessie.  


