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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the research background, research problems, research 

objectives, research significance, scope and limitation, and definition of the key 

terms. 

1.1 Research Background 

Reading is conventionally categorized as a receptive skill, which does not 

require learners to produce languages expressions directly (Masduqi. 2014). It is 

one of the comprehension skills in English. Reading is not as it were a source 

of data or information and pleasurable activity but as a means of consolidating and 

extending knowledge of the language.  The better reading abilities also enable 

people to become successful in their academic pursuit (Iftanti, 2015). A current 

study indicates that the better reading comprehension skills the students possess, 

the better the students have in their science and math achievement (Akbaşlı, Şahin, 

& Yaykiran, 2016).  

In English learning process, students’ accomplishments are relatively low. 

This is indicated by weakness in interpreting information from reading texts, and 

they face difficulties when they are asked to find meaning using contextual clues 

(Fitrisia, Tan, & Yusuf, 2015). Many teachers (e.g. Jazadi, 2008; Lamb & 

Coleman, 2008; Sukono, 2002) conclude that English was not prioritized and 

treated in the same way as other general subjects. The other problem is from the 

teacher who still lack in providing reading practices (Rochman, 2017). English 

Teachers do not provide good examples of using English and for Indonesian 



 

2 

 

people culturally put teachers as knowledgeable people that they refer to 

(Suryanto. 2017). 

The next important skill is writing. It takes precedence to develop the other 

skills. Fromkin, Rodman, and Hyams (2003: 356) have said that writing is a skill 

that can permanently record what has been spoken. The purpose of writing is to 

support or develop the oral language.  Writing is the most elevated as well as 

the final form of communication to master in which individuals 

actually transfer their considerations, emotions, and thoughts to paper. Writing 

gives individuals more occasion to go back and think about what they have 

written. Writing is the part of literacy because people called literate when they 

“can read and write in certain situations and for certain purposes” (Harmer, 2007, 

p. 323) 

Teaching English writing skill in school is important and has to be 

continuously improved. Jurianto et al (2015) stated that to get studies about 

writing in English as a second or foreign language have been varied in both the 

writing product and the teaching process. 

English is a foreign language for Indonesian students, so they get difficulties 

to learn English. As far as the skills are concerned, writing is the most essential 

skill to acquire by students, especially by EFL learners in Indonesia. According to 

Prihatmi, (2017), before writing or making a written product, the students should 

understand the aspects of writing, which generally contain the content, the form, 

the vocabulary, the grammar or language use, and the mechanics. Based on 

Hussin and Nurbayani (2017), many EFL learners still face some difficulties to 
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master such skill since there are some differences between Bahasa and English in 

structural and grammatical terms as well as styles. In addition, Asik (2015) views 

that the quality of students’ writing also affected by mastering language problem, 

teaching strategies, and teaching writing materials. 

To teach the English language as a second or foreign language, the teacher 

should have a strategy. The purpose of the strategy is to reach the  predetermined 

expectations. Therefore, the use of strategy in teaching writing is considered as an 

important tool for the current time (Hedge, 2005). Nunan (2003) stated that the 

use of strategy is useful in which writing almost always improves with practice, 

the more practice due, the better writer will appear. Teachers are encouraged to 

use their professional judgment to review the suggested strategies and decide on 

the most appropriate for meeting the needs of their students and deliver the 

essential content in resilience and wellbeing, drug education or road safety context. 

 To teach Senior High School learners, the teacher should make a unique 

strategy or plan to make them understand and comfortable. The subject that 

should be learned by Senior High School learner is different with the young 

learners. Fägerstam  (2013) stated that in a secondary school, the emphasis was 

rather on the application of scientific concepts and subject-specific problem-based 

learning. Solutions are how the subject meets the properties of the situation and 

seeks for the resources that can change the situation (object) with respect to the 

required aim (Dostál. 2014). Solutions are the way to solve the problems in the 

teaching process.  



 

4 

 

This research is based on a drama. In the other meaning drama is called as 

theater or play. Drama indicates dancing, singing, wearing masks and/or costumes, 

impersonating other humans, animals, or supernaturals, acting out stories, 

presenting time 1 at time 2, isolating and preparing special places and/or times for 

these presentations, and individual or group preparations or rehearsals are 

coexistent with the human condition (Richards.2005). The drama is “The Corn Is 

Green” by Emlyn William that the first show premiered in London at the Duchess 

Theatre on 20 September 1938. This drama contains experiences, problems, 

struggles, strategies and solving the problems. The researcher chooses this drama 

because it has some strategies to teach English reading and writing and the 

problems when teaching English reading and writing. This drama also showed 

some ways to solve the problem in teaching English reading and writing.  

However, this research provides the teacher the strategies to teach English reading 

and writing. 

From those theories and research findings, reading and writing are important 

skills in English. As an English teacher, the teacher should have good proficiency 

in English skills in order to be able to design and develop learning materials and 

various kinds of teaching strategies.  

1.2 Research Problems 

Based on the background of the study, the research problems are stated as 

follows: 

1. What teaching strategies did L.C Moffat use in teaching reading and writing 

found in “The Corn is Green” drama by Emlyn William? 
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2. What problems did L.C Moffat face in teaching reading and writing found in 

“The Corn is Green” drama by Emlyn William? 

3. How did L.C Moffat solve the problems in teaching reading and writing in 

“The Corn is Green” drama by Emlyn William? 

1.3 Research Objectives 

Based on the research Problems, the research objectives are stated as 

follows: 

1. To know the teaching strategies did L.C Moffat use in teaching reading and 

writing found in “The Corn is Green” drama by Emlyn William. 

2. To know the problems L.C Moffat faced in teaching reading and writing found 

in “The Corn is Green” drama by Emlyn William. 

3. To know the way L.C Moffat solved the problems in teaching reading and 

writing in “The Corn is Green” drama by Emlyn William. 

1.4 Research Significance 

The result of this study is expected to give a contribution to enriching the 

teaching strategies in teaching English reading and writing to High Secondary 

School. To give knowledge to the students about the strategies and the problems 

that usually they face to learn reading and writing English.  

Second is to encourage the teachers to get knowledge about how to teach 

English reading and writing also the strategies to teach reading and writing 

English in High Secondary School. 



 

6 

 

Thirdly, the result of this study can be useful for the other researches or the 

students of English Department in University of Muhammadiyah Malang who 

study English teaching strategies, especially for reading and writing.  

Theoretically, for the further researchers, this research will be a worthy 

inspiration for those who want to do further research in the teaching strategies, 

especially in the teaching English reading and writing. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The research is focused on teaching strategies. The scope of this research is 

on the teaching strategies, problems and the way to solve the problems. 

Meanwhile, this study is limited to the teaching strategies of reading and writing 

English used by the English teacher in “The Corn Is Green” drama By Emlyn 

William. 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

There are several key terms used in this study that must be clarified. In order 

to avoid misunderstanding, the researcher defines the key terms as follows: 

Teaching strategy is useful in which writing almost always improves with 

practice, the more practice due, the better writer will appear (Nunan. 2003). In this 

study, teaching strategies refer to methods used to help students learn reading and 

writing English. 

Teaching problems is a situation when the learners still face some 

difficulties to master such skills (Hussin & Nurbayani. 2017). In this study, 

teaching problems is a gap between the teaching process and the students.
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Solutions are how the subject meets the properties of the situation and seeks 

for the resources that can change the situation (object) with respect to the required 

aim (Dostál. 2014). In this study, solutions are the way to solve the problem in the 

teaching process.  

The Corn is Green is a drama that first showed in London at the Duchess 

Theatre on 20 September 1938. In this study, The Corn is Green is the subject of 

this research that should be analyzed.   

 


