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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents research background, research problem, research 

objection, research significance, scope and limitation, and definition of the key 

terms. 

1.1 Research Background  

Language learning is an important thing for students in order to have 

interactions with others. By learning a language, students can express everything in 

the form of verbal or writing form. Some of students find it difficult when they lack 

of knowledge to read and write. As a result, they are not able to read and write the 

sentence.  

Writing skill plays an essential role in the lifespan. From the elementary, 

learners are expected to write in order to prove their knowledge on a certain topic. 

In order to increase students’ understanding, writing skill can be an effective vehicle 

for that (Graham & Hebert,2010). 

Writing is a useful learning process that is used to convey information, 

explain opinion and learn new idea. Ulquhart and Mcler (2005) states that “writing 

is a recursive process. Students should learn strategies for invention and discovery”. 

It is common that writing is the hardest skill to be mastered for foreign language 

learners. 

Teachers play an important role to support the students so they can enhance 

the skills. Teachers give the lessons and feedback to their students so their students 

can improve themselves. As cited in Maarof, Yamat, and Li Li (2011), Mottet 
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(2008) stated that in general, teacher’s respond is assumed as primary requirement 

to improve students’ skill in writing essay. It is clarified as feedback from a source 

to a recipient in the information form of accuracy, validity, or compatibility of the 

past performance.   

Then, the connection between reading and writing skill helps the teacher to 

develop an integrated method in order to reach the aim of the class. In addition, 

students with normal life background are quite common to be analyzed. Therefore, 

the writer wants to analyze how the teacher teaches English to teenagers who 

illiterate and live with various problems in suburban area. Then, the writer took 

Precious movie by Lee Daniels in order to analyze Ms. Rain’s teaching method. 

Precious movie is a movie version of a novel written by Sapphire - an  

American writer - entitled Push. This movie told about a 16-year-old Claireece 

''Precious'' Jones that can neither read nor write and suffers constant abuse at the 

hands of her vicious mother. Precious instinctively sees a chance to turn her life 

around when she is offered the opportunity to transfer to an alternative school 

named One To One. Under the patient, firm guidance of her new teachers, Ms. Rain 

and Ms Weiss, Precious begins the journey from oppression to self-determination. 

There are some reasons why the writer chooses Precious. Firstly, it has an 

interesting topic to be analyzed, especially on how Ms. Rain as a teacher for 

illiterates students who have many of problems in their life. Secondly, the method 

that Ms. Rain used needs to be classified, so it can be applied in the real life. Thirdly, 

that method brings improvement to her students, especially in English subject. 
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Method is one of the essential aspects in teaching English. Teachers have 

prepared their plans and systematic effort to build a sequence and several section of 

the activity in the learning process. A method can be clarified as a step to apply the 

plan that has been prepared to achieve learning goals. It can be an option to what 

the teachers should do in the classroom. Method is required to gain the objective of 

the teaching learning. In addition, method is used to make the teacher easily transfer 

the knowledge to the students. 

In addition, the researcher aims to investigate methods used by Ms. Rain 

because of some reasons. Firstly, the writer believes that this research is unique 

since no other studies were found in a way of taking teaching methods in the movie 

as the subject. Based on the writer’s view, in the reality, teaching methods is only 

found to be implemented in schools or universities context. Secondly, the writer 

assures that this movie is able to contribute a new style of teaching methods since 

it is based on a true story. Hence, the researchers aims to conduct the research 

entitled “An Analysis of Miss Rain’s Teaching Method in Precious” Movie by Lee 

Daniels”. 

1.2  Research Problems 

Based on the background of the study, the research problems are stated as 

follows: 

1. What teaching method did Miss Rain use to teach writing to her students in 

Precious movie? 

2. How did Miss Rain implement the teaching methods to teach writing to her 

students in Precious movie? 
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3. How do the students respond towards the teaching method applied by Miss Rain 

in teaching writing skill to her in Precious movie? 

1.3 Research Objectives 

Based on the research problems, the research objectives are stated as follows: 

1. To know the teaching method that Miss Rain used to teach writing to her students 

in Precious movie. 

2. To describe how Miss Rain implemented the teaching methods to teach writing 

to the students in Precious movie. 

3. To know how the students responded after learning writing with Miss Rain in 

Precious movie. 

1. 4 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is English teaching method used by Ms. Rain’ in 

Precious movie. The limitation of this study is Ms. Rain and her students’ 

interaction during the class, Ms. Rain’ character is a social worker who teaches in 

One To One school voluntarily and teaches her students who have various problems 

in their life which makes them sensitive and emotional.  

1.5 Research Significance 

The result of this study is expected to give a contribution to enriching the 

teaching strategies in teaching English writing to students, to give knowledge to the 

students about the method and the problems that usually they face to learn writing 

English to the students.  

The second is to encourage the teachers to get knowledge about how to teach 

English writing also the method to teach writing English to the students. 
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Thirdly, the result of this study can be used as a reference and information 

about teachers’ method for the other researches or the students of English 

Department in University of Muhammadiyah Malang who study English teaching 

method, especially for writing.  

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

In order to avoid misunderstanding, some key terms are defined as follows:   

Based on Harmer (2007, p. 323), writing is the part of literacy because people 

called literate when they “can read and write in certain situations and for certain 

purposes” In this study, writing is a skill to put ideas or opinion into words in written 

form. 

Method is the level which the theory is put in the choice of particular skills 

to be taught, the content to be taught, and the order in which the content will be 

presented (Larsen-Ferman, 2000). In this study, teaching method is the way of 

teaching reading and writing used by the teacher. 

Precious is title of the movie that would be analyzed on this thesis. It told 

about a 16-year-old Claireece ''Precious'' Jones who can neither read nor write and 

suffers constant abuse at the hands of her vicious mother. Precious instinctively sees 

a chance to turn her life around when she is offered the opportunity to transfer to an 

alternative school named One To One. Under the patient, firm guidance of her new 

teachers, Ms. Rain and Ms. Weiss, Precious begins the journey from oppression to 

self-determination.  


