
 

20 
 

CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

This chapter elucidates the research methodology. It covers research design, 

research object, approach, data collection, and data analysis. Thereby, they are 

concisely elaborated in the following parts below. 

3.1 Research Design 

Research design is a general strategy used to gather and analyze the data 

needed in order to answer the questions. Ary, Jacobs, Sorensen, & Razavieh (2010) 

stated, “Research design is the researcher’s plan of how to proceed to gain an 

understanding of some groups or some phenomenon in its natural setting.” One of 

the examples of research designs is historical research. Furthermore, Ary et al 

(2010) stated, historical research analyzes documents, and artifacts and/or uses 

interviews with eyewitnesses to gain insight into past events. The success of 

historical research depends on the accuracy and completeness of the source 

material. The researcher must establish the authenticity of the documents used, as 

well as the validity of their contents. Qualitative articles and reports often include 

quotations and attempt to describe the narrative form of a particular situation or 

view of the world. In the qualitative method, the written term is very crucial both 

in recording information and in disseminating the results. 

This study used a historical qualitative design as the memoir “Teacher Man” 

was written in 2005 and the writer of this book has passed away in 2009, which 

made the data was analyzed by using documents and artifacts to gain insights into 

past events. The data was not in the form of number and did not require statistical 
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analysis, but in the form of word description. It is because, in the form of word 

description, the writer described and interpreted the phenomena that existed in the 

memoir "Teacher Man." According to Ary et al(2010), holistic picture and an in-

depth understanding of the data are the goal of qualitative research. 

 

3.2 Research Object 

The object of the study is the memoir “Teacher Man” written by Frank 

McCourt. The writer, however, focused on the kinds of teaching techniques that 

Mr. McCourt used in teaching writing, the problems that Mr. McCourt faced in 

teaching writing, and the solution of the problems that Mr. McCourt faced in 

teaching writing. The data were taken from paragraph quotations and dialogues 

presented in the memoir. 

 

3.3 Research Technique & Instrument 

Research methods are always followed by an instrument to obtain accurate 

data. There are various kinds of research instruments such as interview, 

observation, tests, field note, questionnaire, and etc. In this research, the researcher 

decide to choose document analysis as the instrument to collect the accurate data. 

3.3.1 Document Analysis 

Document analysis is a research method applied to written or visual 

materials for the purpose of identifying specified characteristics of the material 

(Ary, 2010). The materials analyzed could be textbooks, newspapers, web pages, 

speeches, television programs, advertisements, musical compositions, or any of a 



 

22 
 

host of other types of documents. In this research, the researcher analyzed the 

memoir Teacher Man written by Frank McCourt. 

3.4 Data Collection 

The data of this study were teaching techniques used by Mr. McCourt in 

teaching writing, the problems faced by Mr. McCourt in teaching writing, and the 

solution to solve the problems faced by Mr. McCourt in teaching writing. 

The author uses the following steps in collecting the data:  

1. Reading and understanding "Teacher Man" memoir’s content;  

2. Identifying the data dealing with the teaching techniques used by Mr. McCourt 

in teaching writing, the problems faced by Mr. McCourt in teaching writing, and 

the solution to solve the problems faced by Mr. McCourt in teaching writing.;  

3. Marking the paragraphs or dialogues related to Mr. McCourt’s techniques in 

teaching writing, the problems faced by Mr. McCourt in teaching writing, and 

the solution to solve the problems faced by Mr. McCourt in teaching writing.;  

4. Collecting the data selected from the original quotations or dialogues in the 

memoir “Teacher Man”; 

5. Taking notes (underlining) about important information in both primary and 

secondary data sources: a) the primary data source was taken from the memoir 

and b) the secondary data sources were derived from some literary books, and 

some other releveant materials to support and to complete the primary data 

source.  
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3.5 Data analysis 

Ary et al (2002) stated that the data analysis means the data searching and 

arrangement, with the objective of enhancing writers’ understanding of the data and 

allowing them to present what they have learned to others. The writer analyzed the 

data through the following steps: 

1. Classifying the data that had been collected; 

2. Reviewing the data based on the classification that referred to the teaching 

techniques used by Mr. McCourt in teaching writing, the problems faced by 

Mr. McCourt in teaching writing, and the solution to solve the problems faced 

by Mr. McCourt in teaching writing.; 

3. Developing the results of the analysis into a good unity by representing the 

evidence from the dialogues, the narration and the description of the theory-

related situations in the memoir; 

4. Describing the result of analysis in the form of better paragraphs and dialogues; 

5. Validating the data to the expert; 

6. Drawing the conclusion based on the result of the data analysis.  

  


