
 

9 
 

CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

This chapter contains review of related literature which supports the 

research. It includes definitions of the teaching of writing, teaching techniques used 

in teaching writing, the problems in teaching writing, the solution of the problem in 

teaching writing, memoir and memoir “Teacher Man”. 

 

2.1 The Teaching of Writing 

Teaching is not an activity that is easily carried out by just anyone. Some 

very important aspects are needed for the success of the teaching and learning 

process. According to Brown (2007), teaching is to assist someone to learn how to 

do something, deliver instructions, give guidance, provide them knowledge, and 

build their understanding.  

In this study, the discussion will focus on teaching writing. Richard and 

Renandya (2002) point out that the process approach of teaching writing comprises 

four basic stages, they are planning, drafting, revising, and editing. After drafting 

stage, there are three stages that could be inserted, they are responding, evaluating, 

and post-writing. There are suggestions provided for each stage to support the 

learning of specific writing skills, such as helping the students generate ideas 

through brainstorming at the planning stage. 
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2.1.1 Teaching Techniques Used in Teaching Writing 

According to Brown (2007), technique is a variety of activities, exercises, 

or devices utilized in language classroom for acknowledging lesson targets. 

Instructors have an essential job in the class, and the method is utilized to convey 

the materials for the students. In order to accomplish the goal of teaching, the 

teachers have to improve their teaching performance. This teaching performance 

can be improved by implementing various teaching techniques that work best for 

their students. In addition, Patel & Jain(2010) define teaching technique as a 

systematic and scientific way of teaching any subject. In other words, the teachers 

must have the ability to design a good teaching technique for their students that 

have a high possibility to reach the goal of learning in the classroom. 

As stated in Brown (2007), there are several techniques in teaching writing, 

they are dictation, guided writing, dicto-comp, note-taking, dialogue journal, free 

writing, brainstorming, discussion, reading and creative adaptation. 

 

2.1.1.1 Dictation 

The students will simply write English letters, words or sentences at the 

beginning level of learning writing to learn the conventions of the orthographic 

code. Dictation is the technique to be used in this category. Dictations can also be 

used to teach and test processing of higher order. Brown (2007) said, dictations 

typically involve the following activities: 

a. The teacher is reading a short paragraph at normal speed once or twice. 
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b. In short sentence unit of three or four words each, the teacher reads the 

paragraph, and each unit is followed by a pause. 

c. Students write exactly what they hear during the break. 

d. The teacher then reads the entire paragraph at normal speed to enable 

students to check. 

e. Scoring the written work of students can use a number of rubrics to assign 

points. Usually, errors in spelling and punctuation are not considered as 

grammatical errors. 

 

2.1.1.2 Guided Writing 

Brown (2007) stated that guided writing looses the teacher’s control but still 

offers a series of stimulators. For example, the teacher might get students to tell a 

story just watched on a videotape by asking them a series of questions, such as: 

Where does the story take place? Describe the principal character. What does he 

say in the car to the woman? 

 

2.1.1.3 Dicto-comp 

According to Brown (2007), in dicto-comp technique, a paragraph is read at 

normal speed, usually two or three times; then, the teacher asks students to rewrite 

the paragraph to the best of their reading recollection. In one of several variations 

of the dicto-comp technique, after reading the passage, the teacher places key words 

from the paragraph, in sequence, on the chalkboard as signs for the students. 

 

2.1.1.4 Note-taking 
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As stated in Brown(2007), note-taking technique is where students take 

notes during a lecture for the purpose of later recall. Other note-taking may be done 

on book margins and on scraps of paper. In addition, according to Evans and 

Shively (2019), note taking is a good exercise to support the students in learning 

because they can simply write the words that they want to remember by storing the 

information that they can retrieve whenever they want. However, it is not totally 

qualified to learn writing systematically, this technique can be used only for 

outlining.  

 

2.1.1.5 Dialogue Journal 

Brown (2007) stated that dialogue journal is where the students' record 

thoughts, feelings, and reactions and which an instructor reads and responds to, 

while ostensibly written for oneself, has two audiences. According to Larsen-

Freeman (2011), dialogue journal is important to work on literacy skills of the 

students. Apart from asking the students to write in their newspapers or homeworks, 

a particular focus of writing can be found. For example, giving the students 

opportunity to discover themselves by expressing their feelings into writing. The 

teacher reads the students’ writing and writes the response without correcting the 

form of the writing. 

 

2.1.1.6 Brainstorming 

According to Brown (2007), brainstorming permits the students to approach 

a topic with an open mind. This technique will provide flexibility for students to 

open their minds to new ideas for them to write. In applying this technique, it 
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requires a teacher that has variety of ideas that will support the students to write 

their ideas, such as providing the students steps or questions that lead them into the 

topic. 

 

2.1.1.7 Freewriting 

As stated in Brown (2007), freewriting technique is designed to help finding the 

ideas that we might not realize that we actually have. An important aspect to 

remember in the concept of freewriting is that the students write without being 

concerned about spelling, punctuation or grammar. Those elements are indeed 

crucial in learning writing, but students who have problems with them often limit 

the flow of their ideas in writing. Freewriting is a technique to generate ideas. 

Therefore, freewriting should be used as the beginning of the learning process so 

that it became the initial idea that the students have about the topic. 

 

2.1.1.8 Discussion 

Discussion technique is also one of the techniques used in teaching writing. As 

stated in Witherspoon, Sykes & Bell (2016), a classroom discussion is an ongoing 

exchange between and among educators and their students with an aim to 

enhance the skills or capabilities of the students and/or expanding the students ' 

knowledge of a spesific concept or educational goal, both shared and individual. 

High quality and high quantity of student talk characterize classroom discussions. 

Teachers need to ensure that discussions are based on and focus on the contributions 

of both students and on the content involved. The role of the teacher in the 

discussion is to question students, take up, revoke and press ideas, structure and 
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guide the conversation in the path to the goals of learning. The role of the teacher 

in this discussion will allow students to answer each other's ideas by listening, 

moderating and facilitating student's interaction. 

 

2.1.1.9 Reading Aloud 

According to Larsen-Freeman (2011), in applying reading aloud technique, the 

students take turns reading out loud the sections of a dialogue, passage or play. At 

the end of the turn of each students, the teacher uses pictures, examples, gestures, 

realia, or other means to clear the meaning of the section. In this technique, the 

teacher must pay attention of each students in order to make sure they are able to 

obtain the material intents. 

2.1.1.10 Creative adaptation 

Larsen-Freeman (2011) stated, in creative adaptation technique, students undertake 

various activities to help them learn and spontaneously using the new material. 

Singing, dramatizations, games and dancing are especially recommended for this 

phase. The important thing is that the activities are vary and not only focusing onthe 

communication intention, but also that students can concentrate on the form of the 

language message. 

 

2.1.2 The Problems in Teaching Writing  

In teaching writing, the problems faced are undefendable. As writing is one 

of the most difficult skills to be learned, there are problems faced by the teacher. 

Writing has its own rules and structure, the writers have to remember everytime 

they want to write a passage. There are several problems founded by previous 
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researchers, which is categorized into three points; teacher’s incompetence, 

student’s lack of interest and methodological inappropriacy. 

 

2.1.2.1 Teacher’s Incompetence 

As stated in Brown (2004), English competence is a widely known term 

which, regarding to writing, might include the students' grammatical competence, 

vocabulary mastery, and how to arrange a good English paragraph. In order to build 

the learner’s undestanding, the teachers have to master the lesson and must be able 

to deliver material effectively and ensure students to receive the material presented. 

However, there are several problems related to the competence of the teacher. In 

the research conducted by Haider (2012), the teacher asks students to read notes 

taken in  the monologue lecture, and the English is being taught by teachers whose 

own specialty is not English. In addition, according to Ahmad, Khan & Munir 

(2013), the problem in teaching English is the teacher’s lack of proficiency and with 

the English subject is taught by non-specialist teacher.  

 

2.1.2.2  Students’ Lack of Interest 

Students have their own characteristics in learning. There are students that 

easily able to join the teaching and learning process in discussion or as simple as 

answering the teacher’s question. However, according to a research conducted by 

Muslimah (2018), one of the problems faced by the teacher in teaching writing skill 

is passive students. Passive students need a special treatment to make them become 

active in the classroom. Thus, the teacher have to build a teaching technique that is 

able to encourage the students. 
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In addition, based on a research by Huy (2015), he found out that students 

lack of ideas consume 15% of other problem in writing aspects. Lack of ideas will 

slowing down the writing process of the students. Therefore, the teacher have to 

find a solution to overcome this problem. 

 

2.1.2.3 Methodological Inappropriacy 

Writing require a deep-thinking and a broad insight into knowledge. 

However, every students has their own learning style and their level of knowledge 

are varied. Ahmad, Khan & Munir (2013) has argued, Provincial school teachers 

were not adequately qualified and did not have adequate knowledge of English 

teaching methodologies. In other words, the aids for teaching english writing is 

lacking. In addition, Hidayati (2018) states another issue that seems to be the 

challenge of teachers is the availability of teaching aids and time. Of the ten (10) 

teachers, they rarely use aids to teach the students. Most of them only use a piece 

of paper to write on, while they only use blackboard and board markers to explain 

everything. Some of them admit that the school offers audio visual aids, but they 

never use them to teach writing. More importantly, another external factor that 

teachers can not deny is the availability of time. They explained that the students 

need to practice longer because they need to explain what to write first to the 

learners, ask the students to practice writing and ultimately evaluate their writing.  
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2.1.3 The Solutions of the Problems in Teaching Writing 

There are a variety of problems faced by the teacher in teaching writing. 

However, there are several solutions found by experts and previous researchers as 

an effort to solve the problems. The solutions are categorized into three points; build 

the teacher's competence, engaging the students and teaching improvement. 

 

2.1.3.1 Build the Teacher's Competence 

According to Alqahtani (2015), teachers must prepare and provide an 

appropriate techniques that will be applied in the teaching and learning process. A 

teacher with a various and up-to-date teaching techniques and master the teaching 

materials will make the students enjoy the teaching and learning process. In 

addition, Mart (2013) said teaching grammar through context will help learners  

significantly perceive language structures. For the students, mastering the language 

will be easier if they were given grammatical structures in context. Teaching 

grammar in context will support the learners to receive new grammar forms and 

structures. Even more, they will use grammatical conventions more effectively.  

 

2.1.3.2 Engaging the Students 

In order to have a great result in teaching and learning process,  the students 

are not only supported practically. An internal support from the teacher is also 

required. According to a research conducted by Muslimah (2018), the solution in 

writing skill are the teacher always push the students to be active, motivate the 

students to know a lot of vocabularies, and engage the students to practice writing 

not only once. 
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2.1.3.3 Teaching Improvement 

Teaching problems are not only found in students, but can also come from 

the teacher. Al Darwish & Sadeqi (2016) states in order to achieve a significant 

teaching improvement, he suggests to change the technique in teaching writing and 

taking into account teachers’ professional development. Therefore, the teacher have 

to constantly reflect about their teaching and learning process to make sure that the 

teaching techniques they used are appropriate with the current condition in the 

classroom.  

 

2.2 Memoir 

There are various kinds of literary works, each of them has their own 

specification. One of the literary works that is well-known is memoir. “A memoir 

is a work of sustained narrative prose controlled by an idea of the self under 

obligation to lift from the raw material of life, a tale that will shape experience, 

transform events and deliver wisdom.” (Gornick, 2002) 

From the explanation above, a memoir is a collection of memories that is 

written by an individual about moments or events, both public or private, that 

happened in  someone's life. The statements made in the work are comprehended 

to be verifiable. The difference between memoirs and other literary works is that all 

parts of the process are taken from real experience. Johnson-sheehan & Paine 

(2016) state that people write memoirs when they have a genuine personal stories 

that they hope will inspire others to think about interesting inquiries or social issues. 
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Readers anticipate that memoirs are able to help them find perspectives and insights 

that are fresh and meaningful. 

 

2.3 Memoir of Teacher Man 

Teacher Man: A Memoir is a memoir written by Irish-American author 

Frank McCourt. This memoir was first published in 2005, which was also the 

follow-up to Frank McCourt’s earlier memoirs (Angela’s Ashes and ‘Tis). It tells 

about the teaching experiences faced by McCourt in New York high schools and 

colleges. In this experience, he tried to find learning techniques in class, experiences 

with his students, his daily life with his colleagues, and administrative matters. In 

addition, he applied all the techniques in the classroom so that the learning he 

delivered to his students could last a long time. Teacher Man explores themes of 

personal responsibility, coming of age, and the influence that the students acquire 

from the teacher that has an effect on the students' academic performance and 

achievements.  


