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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

  

 This chapter discussed the method of the study that relates to the research 

design, population and sample, data collection and data analysis. 

3.1 Research Design 

According to Creswell (2012), there were three kinds of research design, 

namely quantitative, qualitative and combined quantitative and qualitative research 

designs (mixed method). Quantitative design included experimental research, 

correlation research, and survey research. Qualitative research included grounded 

theory research, ethnographic research and narrative research. Meanwhile, combined 

quantitative/qualitative research designs include mixed method research. 

. In order to gain the data about the students’ perception toward plagiarism 

and the internal and external factors that encourage them to do plagiarism, mixed 

method design was applied in this study. According to Ary, Jacobs, Sorensen, & 

Razavieh (2010), with the used of mixed method research design, a depth information 

or data can be gained than using a single research design. In this context of study, 

mixed method design was used for exploring the students’ perception and the internal 

and external factors which contributing students to do plagiarism. 
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3.2 Population and Sample  

Population was all of people in a certain area where the research was 

conducted. According to Ary et al. (2010), population referred to individuals or 

objects that have the same characteristics. The population of this study was the 

English Language Education Department (ELED) students at the sixth semester. The 

researcher chose the 7th semester students because they have taken Thesis Writing 

and educational research class. It was assumed that they already know about 

academic writing and also research ethics, which is plagiarism already be taught by 

their lecturer. 

Sample was a small group taken from population. According to Ary et al. 

(2010), sample was a part of population. The researcher chose 30 students of English 

Language Education Department in 7th semester to be the sample. The sample were 

taken based on convenience sampling. This sampling techniques allowed the 

researcher to take a sample around the researcher environment. According to Leavy 

(2017), since the researcher had a limitation toward the accessibility of the 

participats, the used of convenience sampling can solve the researcher limitation. In 

this context of study, the population of the participants were doing community 

service (KKN) on some areas at East Java, so the researcher could not access them to 

take the data.  

3.3 Data Collection 

In this sub chapter, technique, instrument and procedure of research which are 

applied to collect the data are explained. 
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3.3.1 Technique 

In this study, the researcher used survey to collect the data. According to Ary, 

Jacobs, Sorensen, & Razavieh (2010) survey was a research method that was used for 

collecting information from large sample quickly. In this context of study, survey was 

used to explore the students’ perception and factors which make students to do 

plagiarism. 

3.3.2 Instrument 

In this context of study, questionnaire was a suitable instrument for this 

research since it applied survey. Questionnaire was a research instrument tool in a 

survey research that was used to help the researcher to answer their research question 

(Leavy, 2017). According to Zohrabi (2013), there were 3 types of questionnaire; 

close-ended questions, open-ended questions, and close-ended and open-ended 

questions. More specifically, closed-ended questions and open-ended questions are 

used in this questionnaire. Closed-ended questionnaire referred to limiting questions 

for the respondent, they only can answer options of the answers or Likert scale 

questions which produces number, while the open-ended questionnaire permit the 

students to answer the question based on their opinion (Leavy, 2017). For this study, 

the researcher Adopted the questionnaires from (Ahmad, Mansourizadeh, Koh, & Ai, 

2012; Ahmadi, 2014; Fatima et al., 2019; La et al., 2018). 
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3.3.3 Procedure 

In the collecting data, the researcher used some steps as follows: 

1. Deciding the sample of the population 

2. Distributing the questionnaires to the students 

3. Collecting the questionnaires from the students 

4. Interpreting the questionnaires from the students 

3.4 Data Analysis 

The next important step in this research activity was analyzing the data. The 

purpose of the data analysis was to analyze and interpret the data into meaningful 

information. There were several steps, as follows: 

1. Classifying the data from questionnaire in order to find out the students’ 

perception on plagiarism 

2. Classifying the data from questionnaire in order to find out the internal and 

external factors that cause students to do plagiarism 

3. Describing the students’ perception on plagiarism 

4. Describing the internal and external factors that cause students to do plagiarism  

5. Drawing a conclusion from the results of the data analysis 

  

 

 




