
 

6 
 

CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

This chapter discusses some literatures or theories which are related to this 

research. They are Academic Integrity, Plagiarism, Perception of Plagiarism and The 

Internal and External Factors of Plagiarism.  

2.1 Academic Integrity 

Academic integrity is the field of study which covers areas of the 

measurements’ quality of how the educational institution conducts their academic 

activity. According to Macfarlane, Zhang, & Pun (2012), the word academic integrity 

refers to the honesty and ethical concept of academic activity. With this notion, the 

academic integrity branches concern about academic misconduct and academic 

dishonesty.  

In this context of the study, the academic dishonesty is the focus of this study. 

The academic dishonesty refers to students’ behavior for being dishonest during 

pursuing academic activity. Cheating and plagiarism were the focus of academic 

dishonesty.  

2.1.1 Academic Dishonesty  

Academic dishonesty is the behavior of being fraud in academic activity by 

doing cheating and plagiarism. As cited in Lupton, Chapman, & Weiss (2000), 

students’ cheating belongs to academic dishonesty since it hampers the process of the 

evaluation of students’ achievement, and it reduces the level of students’ learning  
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process. Meanwhile, plagiarism is the unrespectfull act of using a source and without 

acknowledging the author of the source within the correct form (Agustina, 2017). 

2.2 Plagiarism 

In this section, the theoretical framework of plagiarism is explained namely, 

(1) definition of plagiarism (2) types of plagiarism (3) intentional vs unintentional 

plagiarism (4) the students’ perception of plagiarism and (5) the internal and external 

factors of doing plagiarism. 

2.2.1 Definition of Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is the act in using a source without acknowledging the authors’ 

work in the correct form. Park (2003) mentioned that plagiarism is stealing 

somebody’s work without crediting the source. It is also supported by Wijaya & 

Gruber (2018) who said that plagiarism is quoting somebody’s work for certain 

purposes without declaring the appropriate source. In line with this, Agustina (2017) 

states that plagiarism is indicated as a crime. In conclusion, plagiarism is the violence 

in academic activity which involves taking somebody’s work without giving credit to 

the author. 

2.2.2 Types of Plagiarism 

It seems to be difficult to categorize the forms of plagiarism. According to 

Bretag & Mahmud (2009),  since plagiarism has a single definition or meaning, the 

variety of plagiarism is wide, and it sometimes overlaps. The following are the types 

of plagiarism: 
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a. Copying whole or part of the source without pointing the identity of the source 

and not using appropriate direct quotation (Alzahrani, Salim, Abraham, & 

Member, 2012; Arya, 2015; Demirdöver, 2019; Howard, Instructor, & 

Reference, 1995; Klausman, 1999; Martin, 1994; Roig & Ph, 2015) 

b. Combining several sources into one work and claiming it is their own 

(Demirdöver, 2019; Khadilkar, 2018) 

c. Paraphrasing with a small changes on the form of sentences such as change the 

synonym or change the order of the sentences (Arya, 2015; Demirdöver, 2019; 

Howard et al., 1995; Klausman, 1999; Martin, 1994) 

d. Using their previous work without citing or giving the information about it 

(Demirdöver, 2019; Khadilkar, 2018; Suter & Suter, 2018) 

All in all, there were 4 types of plagiarism that have been explained in this 

sections. Those types of plagiarism were related with anybody work which already 

have been quoted and be used as sources and it does not acknowledged. However, 

there are some types of plagiarism are not written here as they have different naming, 

but it has the same meaning and also involving third party.  

2.2.3 Students’ Perception of Plagiarism  

The cases that plagiarism would make students feel guilty have been reported. 

Osman, Ahmad, & Rashidah (2019) found that students perceived that they were 

being guilty since they did a plagiarism. They felt guilty because they thought that 

doing plagiarism means receiving a serious consequences from the institution.  
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More importantly, students perceive that the act of plagiarism is immoral. 

Khairnar, Wadgave, Shah, Shah, & Jain (2019) finding, students perceive that 

plagiarism was the same as stealing. Further, Hu & Lei (2011) mentioned that 

students in a Chinese context perceived plagiarism as a pejorative and shameful act in 

educational institution. In a worse case, Klein (2011) mentioned that the effect of 

plagiarism continue till the future. It means, somebody who plagiarized during their 

learning process in college will do cheating in their job. 

2.2.4 Internal and External Factors of Plagiarism 

A research conducted by Fatima, Abbas, Ming, Hosseini, & Zhu (2019) found 

that there were some internal and external factors of plagiarism. The internal factors 

are academic skills and pride, while the external factors are ICT and web, control, 

teaching factors and pressure. 

2.2.4.1 Internal Factors 

First of all, academic skill is the one of the factors which causes the students 

to do plagiarism. According to Fatima et al. (2019), lack of knowledge to cite or 

acknowledge  somebody’s works can also be one of the considerations to do 

plagiarism. Several studies had already  attempted to explore students’ understanding 

about plagiarism (Ahmadi, 2014; Husain, Al-Shaibani, & Mahfoodh, 2017). The 

result indicates that most of students understand with the concept of plagiarism. 

However, they intentionally still plagiarize. 

Pride is the factor that invites students to do plagiarism. It is found that 

plagiarism is in line with students’ pride. According to Blum (2009), everybody 
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wants to have a great score and good feedback on their writing performance. So, they 

do plagiarism to make a good mark on their writing process. To claim a good mark 

on their writing process, they have to do the best as they can eventough they spent a 

lot of sources or the cunning way to pursue it.  

2.2.4.2 External Factors 

First of all, the easy access to ICT and web can cause students to do 

plagiarism. Fatima et al. (2019) found that the students can easily access the material 

from internet, they just copy the material from many sources and combine them. 

Also, it is easy for them to share the documents, information and data. According to 

Blum (2009), the easier sources from the internet can be accessed,  the easier they can 

copy them.   

Secondly, controlling plagiarism is the factors which influences students to do 

plagiarism. Based on Fatima et al. (2019) statement, the concept of controlling 

plagiarism plays a significant role in producing or increasing plagiarism. The stricter 

the control of plagiarism is, the less plagiarism will be done by students. Specifically, 

controlling plagiarism means providing sources to make students aware of plagiarism 

concept.  

Thirdly, teaching factor can become another factor which influences students 

to do plagiarism. Fatima et al. (2019) mentioned that the teaching content must be 

improved by the teacher to attract students’ attention. When students understand the 

lesson, they will spend a lot of sources to learn about the lesson. To date, the teachers 

do not pay attention to the teaching content, whereas they have to improve it to attract 
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student’s attention. Also, Agustina (2017) added that the ignorance of the teachers of 

students’ plagiarism is also the  factor that  makes students not aware of plagiarism.  

The last external factor which is contributing students to do plagiarism is 

pressure. Previously, it is claimed by Fatima et al (2019), pressure was belonged to 

internal factors. However, some studies which are conducted by Guo (2011) and La, 

Jerebic, Urh, & Jereb (2018) are claimed that pressure belongs to external factors, 

since the pressure deals with personal environment. Pressure may be in the forms of 

peers pressure, teacher pressure and financial pressure. Peers pressure can cause 

plagiarism because when a student knows that his/her classmates do plagiarism, 

he/she will think plagiarism is acceptable, and he/she will do plagiarism (Amiri & 

Razmjoo, 2016). For teacher pressure, students do an activity not because they are 

interested in that activity but because they are required to get a high score, and they 

do not want to get a punishment from teacher (Fatima et al., 2019). Financial pressure 

can be one of the factors which make the students do plagiarism. The tuitions at 

college are expensive, and some students have to work to pay their college tuitions. 

Therefore, they do not have enough time to learn or do their assignment because they 

are busy for their work (Pecorari, 2013). According to Blum (2009), it might be a 

particular university obligated students to have a high GPA score; so then some of 

students attempt to do plagiarism to make their work easier.  

In brief, there are factors that caused somebody to do plagiarism. Those are 

internal and external factors. The internal factors cover some areas such as academic 
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skills and pride. Meanwhile, the external factors cover some areas such as ICT and 

web, controlling plagiarism, teaching factors and pressure.  

 




