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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter presents the theories of the problem formulated in chapter 1, 

which takes scope on Lacey Farrell’ characteristic after becoming a witness to a 

murder and the impact of her characteristics to her life in the novel. Thus, there are 

several points to be discussed in this chapter as follows. 

1.1.  Novel  

Novel is a piece of prose in narrative form, it shows details of story, 

phenomenon, and explanation. As a literary work, its purpose is to entertain the 

readers. In other words, the term “novel” is defined as a written documented history 

that covers numerous kinds of topics, which has aesthetical element (Goodyer, 

2008:11). By reading a novel, the reader’s mind brought by author’s imagination, 

the reader may feel the character’s and author’s feeling by the situation created in 

the story of novel. Novel does not only entertain but also gives messages and 

information about culture, history, facts, and opinions to the reader.  

1.1.1. Kinds of novel 

There some kinds of novel according to Sarkar (2014). There are: 

1. Mystery: 

A mystery novel is about a crime, usually about a murder, and the process of 

discovering who committed it. The hero(ine) is usually a detective or an amateur 

doing detective work 

2. Science fiction: 

Science fiction novel imagines possible alternatives to reality. It is reality + "What-

if." For example: What if the world ended? What if there were life on other planets? 

The imaginary part of science fiction is based on known scientific facts. For 

example, if there is time travel in a science fiction book, it would be done with 

technology, not by waving a magic wand 
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3. Fantasy: 

Fantasy novel is telling about imaginary worlds. But the imaginary part of fantasy 

novels usually involves magic, where the imaginary part of science fiction involves 

science or technology 

4. Horor: 

Horor novel istelling about story which involved frighfulness feeling. Horror fiction 

often using of scary supernatural elements or gore to make frightfullness situation.  

5. Romance: 

Romance novel is novel that telling about love and passion. Normally, the focus is 

on two characters who fall in love but have problems or obstacles keeping them 

apart, and there is a happy ending.  

6. Historical: 

Historical novel is tells about a story sets in past time period. 

 

1.2. Element of novel 

Novel has the same elements as short story. Those elements are character, 

plot, conflict, setting, theme, and point of view. However, novel gives more detail 

and complex in the story than short story. The two major important elements of 

short story and novel are character and characterization. 

1.2.1. Character 

 Character is representation of human being, the inner itself determines 

thought (Diyani, 2001:55). Author of the novel has a freedom to create a character 

as a part of the story. A character has an impact on the course of the story. A 

character occupies a strategic position to bring and convey message, moral or 

something that is purposely conveyed to the readers. 
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 A character can be defined as a story deliverer. Every character in the story 

brings their own story to built a complete story which gives one or more message 

to the reader. There are two kinds of character. 

a. Main character  

Main character is a character who has an important role in a story. This 

figure is the most widely told figure, both as the perpetrator of the incident and the 

incident. Even in certain novels, the main character is always present in every event 

and can be found in each page of the story book. 

b. Supporting character 

Supporting character is a character that has supporting role in the story and 

the presence of these figures merely support the main character.  

2.2.1.1 Characteristic 

 A characteristic can be defined as an instrument that helps to recognize, 

describe, and identify a person or thing. In a literary work, a characteristic of the 

character helps to recognize, describe, and identify what and who the character is. 

Based on the roles in the story, a characteristic of the character can be divided into: 

a. Protagonist 

The protagonist is a characteristic popularly called hero, can be describe as 

main character (Martin, Characterisation in the Novel: an Aesthetic of the 

Uncanny, 2004). 

b. Antagonist  
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The antagonist is a characteristic that causes the conflict and the tension 

experienced by the protagonist. (Martin, Characterisation in the Novel: an 

Aesthetic of the Uncanny, 2004) 

 Based on characteristic of the character, the character can be divided into: 

a. Simple character 

A simple character will be character who has a specific individual quality, a 

specific nature of character as it were. The character and conduct of a basic 

character is level, dreary, and reflecting just a single specific character. 

b. Complex character 

Complex character is a character who has and uncovered different 

conceivable outcomes side of his life, the identity, and personality.  

Based on the possible reflection of the storytelling of a (group) of people 

from real life, the character of the story is divided into: 

a. Typical character 

A typical character is a character who only slightly displayed the state of 

their individuality, and more highlighted the quality of work or nationality or 

something else more representative. 

b. Neutral Character 

A neutral character is a, character who exists for the sake of the story itself. 

They are truly an imaginary figure who live only and exists in the world of fiction. 

They are present (or presented) solely for the sake of the story, or even they are 

actually the owner of the story, the teller, and the story. 

Based on developing criteria, a character is divided into: 
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a. Static character 

Static character is a character who essentially unchanged and disposition or 

development s a result of events occurring 

b. Developing character 

Developing character is a character who changes and develops in line with 

developments dispositive and also in line with the development (and changes) and 

plot events (Martin, Characterisation in the Novel: an Aesthetic of the Uncanny, 

2004).  

2.2.2. Plot 

A novelist uses the plot as arranger of the sequence on the events, so the 

plot is the element of novel that carried out by the character to arrange the sequence 

of events. The importance of plot describes series of events and connecting one 

event to another event to construct a story. Stanton (1965:14) describes a plot as 

piece of story which carries the events.  

2.2.3. Conflict 

A conflict can be defined as an event that involves two or more characters, 

an opposing force between character and character. A conflict describes to the 

reader what happen or what event occurring in the novel. There are two types of 

conflict: 

 Internal: struggle within one self, for example “character vs. 

himself”. 
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 External: struggle with a force outside one's self, for example: 

character vs. character, character vs. nature, and character vs. 

society. 

2.2.4. Setting  

Setting defines as time and location that a story takes place. Setting’s 

existence supports conflict and plot, it describes places, time, weather condition, 

social condition, and mood or atmosphere. 

2.2.5. Theme 

Theme is called essential of the message that indirectly stated inside the 

story. A theme contains the author’s thought. It can be called essential meaning of 

the story. Theme in fiction is infrequently presented at all, it is inattentive from the 

details of character and action that create the story. 

2.2.6. Point of View 

Point of view is defined as how the story is told and who tells the story. 

There are several variations of point of view: 

 First person: the main character or protagonist uses pronoun “I”, 

“Me”, “We” as a description of how the story told. 

 Second person: Story told by a narrator who pronounced to the 

reader "you"; speaker uses pronouns "you", "your", and "yours". 

 Third person: Story told by a narrator who sees all of the action. 

The speaker pronounced "he", "she", "it", "they", "his", "hers", 

"its", and "theirs". This person could be a character in the story. 

There are two types of third person: 
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1. Omniscient: The narrator as the creator of the story takes 

the reader inside the characters’ thoughts, feelings, and 

motives, as well as shows what the character say and do. 

2.  Limited omniscient: The narrator brings the reader to 

inside one (or at most very few characters) but neither the 

reader nor the character(s) has access to the inner lives of 

any of the other characters in the story. 
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