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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 In order to carry out the study, it is necessary to provide some theoretical 

insights underlying it. The issues are focused on definition learning activities, 

English speaking skill, and students learning problem in learning activities. 

2.1 Definition of Speaking 

Speaking has various dimension or function. According to Harmer (2007) 

with the title the practice of English language teaching the fourth edition, there is 

two dimension, they are; First is, transactional: people use the speaking ability to 

do some communication with the purposes that have been planned before, to give 

some information, and service. example; the communication between teacher and 

student, seller and buyer. Second is, interpersonal: people use their speaking 

ability to create good communications in any situation without some planning. 

In speaking, the speaker needs to notify the listeners. The listeners should 

understand and catch the information that given by the speaker because speaking 

is a verbal activity that used language (Fulter, 2003). According to Hymes in 

(Kumaravadivelu, 2005), speaking is a part of the language and to know what is 

language means that people should know the rules of communicative use. In 

addition, Richards Platt and Webber (in Nunan, 1999) state that people that have 

communicative competence are people who know the knowledge of speaking 

rules (e.g., knowing how to begin and close the conversations, knowing what the 

topic that will be talked). Then, people should know how to use language 
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literature in different types of speech act such as requests, apologies, thanks, and 

invitation. The last, people should know how to use language properly. 

2.2 Speaking Activities  

Speaking activity has some varieties that an English teacher could use to 

make student interested in learning English speaking. The varieties in teaching 

speaking will stimulate students to learn English speaking well. This case is to 

improve students understanding in learning the material easily. 

 According to Harmer (2007), many English speaking classrooms activities 

which are often use the commutative end of the communication continuum. 

Teacher not only use one language structure but also teacher should use variety of 

language. In other word, the teacher should create real communication situation, 

and the activities should attempt to replicate real communication.  

Based on the explanation above, according to Harmer (2007), the speaking 

activities are as follows: 

1. Acting from a script 

a. Play-script  

Plays on the script are important in learning speaking to give the 

students chance to practice as “real” acting. When the students acting 

out the students will be learning the language and language producing 

activity.  
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b. Acting out dialogue  

The teacher gives chance to the students to practice the dialogue in 

front of the class. The teacher should consider the confidence of the 

students in the first performance. 

2. Communication games 

a. Information-gap games  

The students should work in a group to solve a puzzle, draw a picture 

and describe, put the thing in the right order, and look for the 

similarities and differences about the picture. 

b. Television and radio games  

If it possible, the teacher can import the TV or radio game show to the 

class activities, to make the student enjoy learning English.  

3. Discussion 

a. Buzz groups  

The teacher creates group work at the class activity to range the 

discussions. 

b. Instant comment 

The teacher shows the picture or introducing some topic to the 

students, the teacher asks the students what the students first things 

come into their head. 

c. Formal debates 

The students should prepare the arguments for beginning the debate, 

and the teacher should give more time for the students to prepare the 

arguments after gives the motion. 
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d. Unplanned discussion 

The discussion happening in the middle of the lesson. the teacher will 

give the topic unpredictable to the students. 

e. Reaching a consensus 

This activity is the end of discussion activity. The student should reach 

a consensus or decision.  

4. Prepared talks 

The students should make the material to the presentation in front of the 

class, the students choose the topic by their self. If possible the students 

should use their own language when they do the presentation.  

5. Questionnaires 

This activity is useful for the students because to make the questionnaires 

the students should think about the questions and the respondent, and both 

of questions and the respondent should build good communication. 

6. Simulation a role play 

The students set out to simulate a real-life meeting (such as an interview, 

conversation in the business journey, a business meeting) as their doing in 

their real life. After setting the simulation, the students should make the 

script to play act or drama. 

2.3 Students’ Learning Problems in Speaking Activities  

In every learning process, students will find problems to understand the 

subject or material. Verbal production often used as the tools to assure the 

fluency in the speaking, the verbal production also used as the tools to measure 

mainly fast and ease on some details of phonology, grammar, or discourse. 
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Fluency can be the goal of language speaking teaching and learning (Brown 

2000). 

There are 8 difficulties in speaking skill that will be affected by the 

students learning process (Brown, 2000); 

1. Clustering 

The student needs to organize their word in sentences with good phrasal, not 

word for word. The students should organize their output both their 

cognitively and physically through clustering, example; asking help, say 

thank, asking permit, introduce their self, etc. 

2. Redundancy 

The speaker should distinct the word to make the meaning clearer. 

Redundancy is the use of two word or more with the same meaning, but 

usually people also use the term refer to any expression as the modifier‟s 

meaning. For Example, Early beginnings, merge together, etc. 

(grammarist.com, 2014).  

3. Reduced forms 

Reduced form is the word that is not written in English but this word often 

used by the native. The English students who not learn the colloquial 

constractions, learn to use the dictionary as their language standard. 

Recognizing the reduced form is important for English learner to understand 

more about spoken English. The example of reduced forms; Gonna for doing 

to, gotta for got to, wanna for want to, oughta for ought to, „cuz for because, 

dunno fot don‟t know, couldya for could you, wouldya for would you, etc. 

(Proofreading services.com, 2014)  
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4. Performance variables 

This part is the process of how student think to speak. In this part will show a 

certain number of performances, like, hesitation, pauses, backtracking, and 

correction. For example, in English our “thinking time” is not silent; students 

insert some “fillers” such as uh,um,well,you know, I mean, Like, etc. 

5. Colloquial Language 

Students should be careful in the uses of the words, idioms, and phrases. The 

student should be more practical with the teachers. Make sure that students 

are reasonably well in producing this form. For example, students should 

know the meaning when they want to use this idiom “Jump the gun” in 

another word, people need to do something early but not in a hurry, or people 

do something too soon without thinking carefully (cambrige dictionary, 

2018). 

6. Rate of Delivery 

 Rate of delivery is another salient characteristic of fluency. This part 

becomes the task of the teacher to help the learners to be able to speak 

fluency.  

7. Stress, rhythm, and intonation 

The student should know the importance of pronunciation to catch the 

messages, like; stress, rhythm, and intonation. This part is the most important 

characteristic of English pronunciations. In learning English, the student will 

find the same word in different meaning with different stress-intonations. 

8. Interaction 
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As noted in section before, students should be able to arrange the words to be 

sentences that will put in become the conversation to do some negotiation or 

do some real communication. 


