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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Chapter I presents the explanation of the background of the study, 

research problems, research objectives, research significance, and definition of the 

key terms. 

1.1  Research Background 

For many years, English has been the common spoken language in the 

world. The importance of learning English for Indonesian students is to follow the 

world development that put English as the primary language in communication. 

English as the first foreign language that is taught from secondary school up to 

university in Indonesia, is a compulsory subject. This is aimed to prepare them to 

adjust to today's global nation easily, in which English used as a means of oral and 

written communication (Suyanto and Sulistyo, in Reni Dwi 2003). Nowadays, 

many schools have a formal class to learn English, then those schools use English 

as the main course subject. 

The function of speaking is to make good interaction and the 

transactional that focuses on information exchange (Richards, 2008). Because of 

that, the student should master in English skills, especially speaking skill. The 

mastery of speaking skill in English is a priority for foreign language learners. 

Learners usually evaluate their achievement in learning the language as well as 

the effectiveness of their English course based on how well they feel that they 

have improved their speaking. However, the teacher usually not give enough time 

and opportunities to do various exercise  to improve their speaking skill (Khan & 
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Ali, 2010). Therefore, some of the students decided to join English Club as an 

extracurricular activity to help them in mastering English speaking. By joining 

English Club, students hoped that they will get their better performance and better 

achievement in speaking skill. 

Sekolah Alam Terpadu MTS Surya Buana Malang is on of Indonesia 

natural school. At this school the teacher often conducts outdoor learning 

activities, to stimulate students interested in following the learning activities. 

Sekolah Alam Terpadu MTS Surya Buana Malang has English Club as an 

extracurricular activity. This English club is focused on students speaking skill. 

Based on the preliminary study, English Club at Sekolah Alam Terpadu MTS 

Surya Buana Malang has 20 students as the members. The students consist of the 

first and second grades. The third grades students are suggested not to join the 

English club because they have to concentrate on the final examination. The 

English Club has two coaches, “S R” and “F”. English Club has no special 

facilities, they use the same facilities as the standard classroom. Then, English 

Club only has a small class which has talented students, not only in English 

speaking but also in other skills such as writing skills. The members of English 

Club are often selected to be the candidates of English contest to represent their 

school. One of the members of English Club, “M” told the researcher that in every 

English contest, the candidates of English Club got achievements, at least they got 

the tertiary champion. The reason why she joined the English Club was because of 

her teacher’s recommendation. Her teacher suggested her to join the English club 

because she had good talent in English so she could be a candidate to represent 

her school for English contest.  
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According to the elucidation above, the writer intends to investigate the 

learning activities at English Club, and the problems faced by the students when 

joining English Club at English Club of Sekolah Alam Terpadu MTS Surya 

Buana Malang. 

1.2 Research Problems 

This part presents the formulation of the problems based on the 

background of the study.  

a. What are the speaking activities at English Club of Sekolah Alam Terpadu 

MTS Surya Buana Malang? 

b. What problems are faced by the students in learning speaking at English Club 

of Sekolah Alam Terpadu MTS Surya Buana Malang? 

1.3 Research Objectives 

The objectives draw the expected outcome in accordance with the 

research problems. The researcher constructs the purposes of the study as follows:  

a. To know the speaking learning activities at English club of MTs Surya Buana 

Malang. 

b. To know the students’ problems in learning speaking at English Club at 

Sekolah Alam Terpadu MTS Surya Buana Malang. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is about describing an English Club at English 

Club of Sekolah Alam Terpadu MTS Surya Buana Malang. The researcher limits 

the study on the students’ activities and problems at English Club of Sekolah 

Alam Terpadu MTS Surya Buana Malang.  
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1.5 Research Significance  

The expectation of this research is to give some contribution to the 

English Club Supervisors, English teachers, and the headmasters. For the 

English Club Supervisors, this research is expected to give feedback about 

English club that existed in his/her school. By reading this study, the 

headmaster of the school is expected to consider providing more appropriate 

facilities for the English Club. 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

In this part the researcher describes the terms in this research to 

explain more to the reader about the content of this research. The definition is 

as bellow: 

a. Extracurricular activity is an activity at school or college as an additional 

course of study outside formal class. Extracurricular activities include 

sports, music, gym clubs', and any activities that connected with the 

school.  (https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/extracurricular). This 

activity usually manages student activities that not following school’s 

curriculum. (https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/extracurricular)  

b. Sekolah Alam Terpadu MTS Surya Buana Malang is one of junior high 

school that used nature as their location to study, located at Jl. Gajayana 

IV, No.631, Malang. This school is Indonesian natural school, that often 

arrange outdoor classes. This school has tree level there are Elementary 

school, junior high school, and senior high school. 

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/extracurricular
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/extracurricular

